
FLOYD TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
W. SKIP BISHOP JR., TOWN HALL 

August 17, 2017  
6:30 P.M. 
MINUTES 

 
MEETING CALL TO ORDER – Mayor Griffin called the August 17, 2017 meeting of the Floyd Town 
Council to order. 
 
ROLL CALL –Councilman Turner, Councilwoman Bingham, Mayor Griffin, Town Manager Cox and Town 
Clerk Mandzak were present. Councilman Patton, Vice-Mayor LeMay and Town Attorney Shortt were 
absent. 
 
CITIZENS COMMENTS-  
Bruce Goepel has been a Floyd landowner since 1999. Mr. Goepel asks what the Town does in regards 
to Lyme disease awareness and education. Mayor Griffin states that there is a County Health 
Department and the Town is really not staffed to handle the type of awareness that the County office 
on West Oxford Street may be able to offer. Mr. Goepel states that he has been to the County office 
and was referred to an epidemiologist in Christiansburg that takes care of multiple counties in the area 
including Floyd and Montgomery counties. Mr. Goepel states the individual he spoke to informed him 
that the protocol for reporting positive tests for Lyme disease is that when there is a positive test result 
the doctors’ are supposed to contact his office. Mr. Goepel informs the Council that the epidemiologist 
then calls the infected person and asks them if they have any questions. Mr. Goepel states that no one 
he knows that has Lyme disease has been contacted by the epidemiologist. Mr. Goepel states that per 
capita Floyd County ranks in the top three in the United States as the percentage of the people who 
are contracting Lyme disease. Mr. Goepel states that the epidemiologist has been in his position since 
May and on average he receives 5 phone calls reporting new cases of Lyme disease and on average 3 of 
those cases are from Floyd County. Mr. Goepel states approximately 1 in 14 people have the possibility 
to contract Lyme disease.  
Councilwoman Bingham states that her husband contracted Lyme disease two years ago and never 
received a call. Councilwoman Bingham asks if the CDC could assist in any way.  
Mr. Goepel states that he can’t come to Town without hearing conversations about people who 
personally have Lyme disease or know someone that has it. Mr. Goepel explains to the Council that he 
has Lyme disease and it has been debilitating to him and his family. Mr. Goepel states that France is 
the first country to launch a Lyme disease awareness campaign but our country has ten times as many 
cases as France.  
Mr. Goepel asks the Council for their assistance in awareness and education in the community and in 
the local school system. Mayor Griffin thanks Mr. Goepel for coming and speaking to the Council and 
states that the Council can reach out to the Board of Supervisors and/or the School Board concerning 
awareness. Mayor Griffin also suggests that Mr. Goepel also speak to the Board of Supervisors. 
Councilman Turner states there is a poster in the Sheriff’s Department concerning Lyme disease so 
they may be able to find out where the literature came from and reach out to them. Councilman 
Turner suggests also speaking to the Game Commission concerning the deer population because a lot 
of the ticks come from the deer.  
 
 
 



PRESENTATIONS 
A. Partnership for Floyd-Mr. Mike Maslaney- Mr. Maslaney updates the Council on the progress 

of the Dodd Creek Trail at the Rec Park. Straw has been put down on the trail and a fence has 
been built to help keep people out of the ball field. Mr. Maslaney provides the asks the Council 
if they would be willing to donate funds to help offset some of the costs the Partnership has 
incurred in the building of the trail. The total cost, including in-kind contributions, of the trail to 
date has been between $10,000 and $11,000 and will continue to grow due to the fact that 
there is still fencing and signage that need to be completed. Mr. Maslaney states that they have 
had a lot of help with the construction of the trail from volunteers outside of the Partnership, 
such as Young Life and Dustin Hollandsworth along with the county trustees. Other contributing 
partners in the construction of the trail have been Michael Shortt and Wills Ridge Supply.  
 
Mayor Griffin asks if Mr. Maslaney will talk to the Partnership about rerouting the library trail 
into the Warren G. Lineberry Park instead of ending on Old Hensley Rd. Mr. Maslaney states 
that he doesn’t think it would be a problem to reroute the library trail into the Warren G. 
Lineberry Park. Mr. Maslaney asks Mayor Griffin to walk the library trail with him to see what 
possible route the trail might take.  

   
Councilman Turner makes a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Bingham, to contribute 
$2,500.00 to The Partnership for Floyd for the Dodd Creek Trail project. 

    Councilman Patton-absent 
    Councilman Turner-aye 
    Vice-Mayor LeMay-absent 
    Councilwoman Bingham-aye 
    Mayor Griffin-aye 

 
 
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION/ACTION- 

A. Financials– The Council reviews the financials provided.  
 

B. New River Valley Regional Commission-Comprehensive Plan Update- Town Manager Cox 
provides the Council with a copy of the task order for the Comprehensive Plan update from the 
New River Valley Regional Commission.  
 
Councilman Turner makes a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Bingham, to move forward 
with updating the Town of Floyd Comprehensive Plan. 
   Councilman Patton-absent 
   Councilman Turner-aye 
   Vice-Mayor LeMay-absent 
   Councilwoman Bingham-aye 
   Mayor Griffin-aye 

 
TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT-  
Town Manager Cox draws attention to the statement from the Governor that she provided to the 
Council concerning the removal of confederate monuments in Virginia localities. Town Manager Cox 
states that she received a phone call from a business owner who was concerned about a conversation 
she overheard in her business in regards to the confederate monument at the Floyd County 



Courthouse. The business owner requested that the statue be removed from the courthouse lawn. 
Town Manager Cox states that she informed the business owner that the courthouse lawn was not 
Town property and that anything located on the courthouse property would have to go through the 
court system. Town Manager Cox referred the business owner to the Clerk of the Circuit Court office. 
The Council discusses the pros and cons of the removal of confederate monuments in Floyd.  
 
Town Manager Cox informs the Council she met with Beegle Landscaping and received the final 
overage amount. The overage amount is $3779.74 which includes the digging of the ditch for electric 
to the small stage and the extra block needed for the seating to allow for the curvature in the seating 
walls.    
 
Councilwoman Bingham makes a motion, seconded by Councilman Turner, to authorize Town Manager 
Cox to pay the overage of $3779.74 to Beegle Landscaping for the construction in the Warren G. 
Lineberry Park.  
    Councilman Patton-absent 
    Councilman Turner-aye 
    Vice-Mayor LeMay-absent 
    Councilwoman Bingham-aye 
    Mayor Griffin-aye 
 
Town Manager Cox explains to the Council that she received quotes from pest control companies 
concerning skunk removal. Town Manager Cox states that she had each company quote a 30 day 
program. Their day to day cost included a set-up fee plus a removal fee. Considering we are unsure 
how big the problem is, she thought the 30 day program would allow them to possibly trap more 
skunks. The first company would place 12 traps at 4 locations for 30 days for $1,150.00. The second 
company would place 20-25 traps for $1,200.00 for 30 days. The third company would cost $900.00 
and would also charge $30.00 removal fee per skunk. Town Manager Cox states that she has compiled 
a list of locations where the traps could be most useful. The Council discusses the different options and 
comes to a consensus that the company offering to place 20-25 traps for $1,200.00 for 30 days would 
be the best value.  
 
Councilman Turner makes a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Bingham, to enter into a contract 
with Alliance Pest Control for skunk removal within the Town limits. 
    Councilman Patton-absent 
    Councilman Turner-aye 
    Vice-Mayor LeMay-absent 
    Councilwoman Bingham-aye 
    Mayor Griffin-aye 
 
Town Manager Cox informs the Council that she spoke with Jeff Webb concerning clean-up of the 
property adjoining the Warren G. Lineberry Park. Mr. Webb agreed to complete the clean-up the 
property within the next couple of weeks. 
 
Town Manager Cox states that she received a Warren G. Lineberry Park use application from Nate 
Kretzschmar for the Floyd Free Market to hold an event on September 23, 2017.  
 



Councilwoman Bingham makes a motion, seconded by Councilman Turner, to approve the application 
submitted by the Floyd Free Market for usage of the Warren G. Lineberry Park on September 23, 2017. 
    Councilman Patton-absent 
    Councilman Turner-aye 
    Vice-Mayor LeMay-absent 
    Councilwoman Bingham-aye 
    Mayor Griffin-aye 
 
Town Manager Cox reminds the Council that the Renew the New Little River Clean-Up is set for August 
26th. The Town staff and Public Works staff will attend the event to assist the County in the clean-up. 
 
Town Manager Cox informs the Council that she was asked by Lydeana Martin to be a part of a couple 
of different grant committees, the first being the C4 Grant which is a 6 to 8 week series of seminars 
and workshops. The second program is the Floyd Grown Project which will help businesses that are 
making value added products grow their businesses.   
 
OTHER- 
Councilman Turner states that he is still working on finding out how many residents on Newtown Road 
want to receive trash pick-up services. Town Manager Cox informs the Council that she has a map of 
the current trash route that she can provide for their review. Town Manager Cox states that she is 
worried about the additional weight that would be added to the truck if they add the additional stops. 
Town Manager Cox explains that the extra weight may cause them to have to add another dump to the 
route. Councilman Turner states that there may be around 10 houses added to the route and it may be 
a good idea to revisit the cost of the trash pick-up.  
 
Councilman Turner thanks Town Manager Cox for her assistance with the PSA during their transition.  
 
Councilman Turner makes a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Bingham, and unanimously carried, to 
adjourn until September 7, 2017 at 6:30 pm at the W. Skip Bishop Town Hall. 
 
 
__________________________________         ______________________________________ 
Will Griffin, Mayor         Chrissy Mandzak, Town Clerk  


