
FLOYD TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
W. SKIP BISHOP JR., TOWN HALL 

June 15, 2017 
6:30 P.M. 
MINUTES 

 
MEETING CALL TO ORDER – Mayor Griffin called the June 15, 2017 meeting of the Floyd Town Council 
to order. 
 
ROLL CALL – Councilman Turner, Vice-Mayor LeMay, Councilwoman Bingham, Mayor Griffin, Town 
Manager Cox, and Town Attorney Shortt were present.  Town Clerk Mandzak was absent.  Councilman 
Patton arrived late. 
 
CITIZENS COMMENTS--  
 
Ms. Jane Cundiff read from a handout (see attached) entitled Why Preserve Floyd?  Why stop pipelines 
and protect forests, streams and wetlands in Floyd County?  Why support the Paris Climate Accord?  
 
Ms. Anne Armistead heard a horrible fact the other day that by 2050 they are estimating this planet to 
be uninhabitable, and I’m worried about the next generation and people’s grandchildren, and that we 
need to step up here for the next generation to be able to live their life out like I have. 
 
Mr. Tim Smith moved to Floyd spring of last year partly for the sheer natural beauty of the area.  I lived 
in a lot placed in my life, I moved here from Southern California, Floyd is a vastly incredible place to be 
compared to Southern California for the natural beauty and we should all do everything we can to 
preserve that.  Go online for the Paris Climate Accord Agreement and do anything else we can to keep 
the area clean for myself and everyone else in this area. 
 
Ms. Jane Avery am one of the artisans that moved here over 35 years ago now, and I purposely wore 
this shirt tonight of Buffalo Mountain.  Buffalo Mountain to me is a real thing and symbol of the 
ancient history of this planet, coming from the oldest mountain range of the earth.  What triggered me 
if what Jane referred to, we are a small space and we may think all the stuff going on in the world 
doesn’t have that much to do with us, but the truth about ecosystems is we are all connected on the 
entire planet.  And so what happens in the whole earth affects all of us in many, many ways, and that’s 
why for me that it connects with the Paris Agreement was a recognition of so many Countries we 
needed work together on the human intervention in the natural world and how its having a profound 
affect and really being able to look at that and pay attention and do what we can even in the smallest 
environment.  And my mantra has always been to think globally, act locally. 
 
Mr. Nate Kretzschmar moved here about a year and a half ago, my wife was pregnant with our son, so 
for me maintaining an ecosystem that is hospitable to his life, the human life, in general is the upmost 
importance.  There is nothing more important in the grand scheme of things.  If our federal 
government, and our president, aren’t going to lead the way protecting the environmental ecosystem, 
choosing to pull back from the commitments that we made as a Country to work with all Nations in the 
world to protecting and sustaining of our future generations, then I think we have to take things into 
our own hands, into our own local community.  We can stand forward to take the steps necessary to 



protect our environments for all of us, so I encourage you, Mayor and Council to sign onto this 
agreement. 
 
Ms. Katie Burke share you all that a report came out this week that 81% of registered voters say that in 
the future the United States should use more renewable energy sources, so this is our future, and it is 
our economic future, it’s our energy future.  Floyd has a great change, a great opportunity to move out 
and be ahead of the game, and to unite with many parts of the US that are already making this pledge, 
many, many major cities, many, many states, our state has already said so, and I think we should back 
them up. 
 
Ms. Tara Orlando I moved to Floyd 17 years ago, I used to run an organic herb farm in the early 1980s 
until it closed in 2002, I lost my farm to NAFTA.  There are many things that we do in government that 
are not beneficial to the people as a whole.  I’m really concerned what is going on with the climate, I’ve 
always been concerned about our environment, like I said I was an organic farmer and I continue to 
proceed in that same realm in my life and what I do now, and I educate people on this as well.  This is 
so important and it is a possibility for Floyd to be a leader in Virginia, we could be a shining star as how 
it can be for everybody.  I’ve lived in 3 continents.  I came to this Country when I was 12, I’ve lived in 
Europe, and I’ve lived in the islands, and Puerto Rico as well, but of all the places I’ve lived, this is 
where I call home.  I love this place, I love this place with a passion, I think this is a very progressive 
very beautiful location, not just for its beauty, its forest, the waters that we have here, but the people 
too.  I think that together we can make this a tremendous possibility to create a shining star let Floyd 
be the one that is going to guide the State of Virginia; we can be on the forefront of this.  I urge you to 
please consider this petition. 
 
Mayor Griffin closes the Citizen Comment Period. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING 
 
Mayor Griffin reads the notice of publication for the FY2017-2018 budget.  

LEGAL NOTICE ORDER OF PUBLICATION 

THE FLOYD TOWN COUNCIL will hold a Public Hearing Thursday, June 15, 2017 at 6:30 p.m. in the W. 

Skip Bishop, Jr. Town Hall on the proposed budget for 2017-2018. Copies of the proposed 2017-2018 

budget are available for public inspection at the Town of Floyd Office, 138 Wilson Street, Floyd, VA, 

and Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Income:        $590,000.00 

Total Income:       $590,000.00 

Expenses: 

--Administrative Budget                 $363,345.00 

--Public Works                    $ 39,250.00 

--General Corporation Expense      $187,405.00 

Total Expenses:       $590,000.00 



Kayla W. Cox, Town Manager 
 

The regular meeting of the Floyd Town Council will immediately follow the Public Hearing on the 
proposed 2017-2018 budget at the W. Skip Bishop, Jr. Town Hall, 134 Wilson Street, Floyd, VA. 
 
CITIZENS COMMENTS FOR PUBLIC HEARING— 
No citizen’s comments were made. 
 
Councilwoman Bingham made a motion, seconded by Vice-Mayor LeMay, to approve the FY2017-2018 
budget as presented. 
    Councilman Patton—absent 
    Councilman Turner—aye 
    Vice-Mayor LeMay—aye 
    Councilwoman Bingham—aye 
    Mayor Griffin-aye 
 
Vice-Mayor LeMay made a motion, seconded by Councilman Turner to close the Public Hearing. 
    Councilman Patton-absent 
    Councilman Turner-aye 
    Vice-Mayor LeMay-aye 
    Councilwoman Bingham-aye 
    Mayor Griffin-aye 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
Preserve Floyd— 
Mr. J.L. Fogo presented the Council with a copy of his presentation in regards to the importance of 
clean air to breathe, pure and uncontaminated water to drink, and good clean food to eat.  (See 
attached presentation) 
 
Ms. Mary Freday presented a copy of her presentation to the Council about climate science.  (See 
attached presentation)  At the conclusion of Ms. Freday’s distributed a copy of the Petition on Global 
Warming the group is asking the Town Council to consider.  I understand that we are a little town, and 
that we are not a rich Town, but we have to act. 
 
Councilman Patton entered during Ms. Freday’s presentation. 
 
Councilwoman Bingham stated that she believed the climate change is here already.  I have stage 2 
COPD and asthma caused from environmental.   I would like to see clean air to be considered for my 
grandchildren and my great-grandchildren. 
 
Mayor Griffin stated that when Mara Robbins first called him, he started reading about the issue.  We 
are talking about 5 degrees Celsius that is not Fahrenheit, and we are used to thinking in Fahrenheit.  
The initial proposal was to reduce the greenhouse emission by 25% of the levels that they were at 2005, 
but we are nowhere close to that at 2020 to avoid a 2 degree temperature increase.  The more you 
read about, you see that it has become controversial for no need to be controversial topic.  It’s not 



enforceable, not a binding thing, just a hope.  I start thinking as Will Griffin, I have no problems signing 
that, but as the Mayor I have a bigger responsibility, I have to make sure my constituents would want 
me to sign it, and I can’t image that they wouldn’t, but just the question, I know Ms. Armistead that 
you live in the Town, are there any other Town residents here tonight?  Mr. Smith spoke that he owns 
a house on Pine Street.  Town is ½ square mile and 450 people, it is small.  I spoke with the Town 
Manger about our Town ordinances on pollution; we have ordinances that address the day to day 
living, but nothing that addresses this kind of change.  In our future, there isn’t a whole lot of future for 
industrial development within the Town of Floyd, and this is where a lot of this would come from.  My 
problem, in my role as the mayor, we are so divided right now, and I don’t want to add to the division 
that is already there, and I think that is the only potential negative right here.  I think everyone needs 
to agree, there are the people that argue against this, it’s the cyclical nature of this.  Being divisive, 
when an argument comes up, no matter what the argument depending on who is presenting it some 
are already against it.  I would say that we will open it up to the table to talk about it, and if the Council 
wants me to sign it, I will sign it, but I think we need to do some talking amongst our citizens, and I 
believe that is the service we owe to our community.  As a community service, we don’t try to talk for 
the community ourselves; we try to get some feedback on it. 
 
Vice-Mayor LeMay commented that they gave a beautiful presentation, raised a lot of awareness, and I 
agree with everything that was presented.  We are in charge of our own destiny. 
 
Councilman Patton remarked that Ms. Freday spoke with knowledge, passion, and she got your 
attention.  The last thing we want is for our little town is for us to be in disharmony, and civil discourse 
in my opinion, is coming to be something that we don’t practice.  I agree with Mayor Griffin, that we 
need to talk to our citizens, not that you all are not citizens, but our citizens in the Town.  I appreciate 
your presence, and I would urge you, please don’t make this your last time coming before us, share 
what’s on your minds and hearts. 
 
Mayor Griffin asks Ms. Freday if the document provided was the standard document that everyone had 
signed.  Ms. Freday answered that it was a piece of the document.  Mayor Griffin responded by 
referencing the last section of the document that he felt the statement would continue to further 
divide.  If I do decide to sign, I would strike that statement.  We will talk about when we meet in 2 
weeks. 
 
Ms. Tara Orlando lived in Indian Valley and there is a lot of shale in Indian Valley, and I understand 
from my research on fracking, that wherever there is shale there is fracking.  Is there any way that we 
can create Floyd as a safe haven to say that we don’t want this happening.  Mayor Griffin recommends 
she speak with the Board of Supervisors during one of their regular meetings. 
 
Ms. Melissa Shaw stated she is a resident of Floyd County, but owns a business in Town.  Something is 
really important to me.  I know how much traffic we get from tourist, and one of the reasons they 
come is because it is so beautiful and for the clean water, we are a headwater, I used worked for the 
Department of Agriculture so I know how important that is.  Being a business owner is important for 
me to have a business, so we don’t become another abandoned town, I couldn’t be here anymore, and 
I’m sure many of you know that feeling, I think it is important for business owners to help. 
 



Councilman Patton states that the tourist has become the life blood of many communities in 
Southwest Virginia, and certainly the impact on our community has been tremendous.  We are 
financially a very stable community because of the restaurants and lodging.  I think about all the cars 
going by, most of them have North Carolina or similar license plates on them, and there is a lot of 
pollution we didn’t have before.  They are coming for our clean air, but they are helping to destroy it 
too. 
 
Ms. Mara Robbins spoke briefly, that they are asking the Council to jump on an already moving train.  
And what you see in front of you is a show of solidarity, a show of support, it is a policy, position, but it 
is not a plan, we don’t have a plan yet.  And that is what I am thinking; we need to engage in whatever 
community dialogue as we put together a plan, because we are going to need one.  We will be looking 
at that a little more, the Mayor’s movement was inspiring, gave people hope, and it’s very easy to fall 
into despair when you feel like the world is going to burn, because in some ways it already is.  We’ve 
gone through climate change, climate chaos, and now we are facing climate crisis.  I think it’s 
important to say so and to acknowledge that and to express that support and agree to work towards 
that goal.  And we want everybody involved. 
 
Mayor Griffin reiterates that we will pick this up at our next meeting.     
 
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION- 

A. Financials- Council reviews the May financials provided by Town Manager Cox.  Councilman 
Patton asks about Blue Ridge Café’s meals tax payments.  Town Manager Cox informs the 
Council that Town Clerk Mandzak has reached out to the new owner regarding the payment of 
the taxes.     

 
TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT-  
Town Manager Cox presents an updated copy of the Tourism and Marketing Services Agreement.  She 
explains that the Board of Supervisors made a couple of revisions in the same sections as the Council.  
They added “at least” in Section 7, as well as increasing the amount of funding to $25,000.  Also, in 
Section 11, the Board of Supervisors was agreeable to changing the term of the agreement to June 30, 
2021.  Town Manager Cox states that she has sent the agreement over to the Chamber of Commerce 
for their review and approval.  Mayor Griffin discusses the Chamber’s role in the agreement and what 
the private sectors role is now.  Councilman Turner and Councilwoman Bingham whom sit on the 
Tourism Board advised that the Chamber of Commerce has a seat on the Tourism Board.  They also 
noted that the private sector contributes through in-kind donations.  They also stated that the Tourism 
Director is going to start keeping a journal to track those in-kind donations. 
 
Councilman Turner makes a motion, seconded by Councilman Patton, that we accept the Tourism and 
Marketing Services Agreement as presented to the Council upon agreement with the Chamber of 
Commerce, as long as they have no issues with the changes. 
    Councilman Patton—aye 
    Councilman Turner—aye 
    Vice-Mayor LeMay—aye 
    Councilwoman Bingham—aye 
    Mayor Griffin—aye 
 



Town Manager Cox updates the Council on the Sidewalk project.  Matt James from Draper Aden 
relayed that we have preliminary approval of the erosion and sediment control plans.  He also stated 
that there were a few changes to the project manual in which VDOT reviewed and approved.  The next 
step is getting authorization to advertise from VDOT.    Council anticipates breaking ground late 
summer. 
 
Town Manger Cox reported that VDOT is going to do some sidewalk maintenance in Town.  They are 
going to start with a section of sidewalk outside of the Chamber of Commerce office. 
 
Town Manager Cox informed the Council the July agendas will coincide with our summer events.  The 
agendas will be as condensed as possible, with two public hearings on July 6th.  Council discussed 
starting the meetings at an earlier time, but resolved to meet at regular time. 
 
Mayor Griffin stated the first Small Town Summer event went great.  Vice-Mayor LeMay said it is a 
great way for us to give back to the community.  Vice-Mayor LeMay continued that the event was great, 
the entertainment was good and it was well attended.  Councilwoman Bingham stated she heard lots 
of compliments on the terracing.  Councilman Patton said those he spoke with only complained about 
the weather.   
 
Councilman Patton applauded the public works crew for the job done on Wilson Street trimming trees 
and painting the curbs.   
 
Councilman Patton asks how are other parts of Town are looking in regards to trimming of trees and 
shrubbery.  Paul Brown stated today that he had not been able to draft or mail out a letter in regards 
to the hedges on East Main Street.  Councilman Patton asks if our crew could do it.  Town Manager Cox 
explains our ordinances read that the Town does take responsibility in keeping the trees a certain way, 
and the property owner should keep them a certain way, but there is no recourse if they do not comply 
with the ordinances.  Town Attorney Shortt says we have the right to maintain the airspace above 
Town property.  Mayor Griffin states that we do not own the sidewalks, VDOT does.  
 
Councilman Patton informs the Council of the playground equipment catalogs Town Manager Cox and 
himself received in the mail.  We have talked about this for a long time, and I know there is only so 
much space in the park, but we always envisioned it as a playground, so maybe we could put 2-3 play 
things for small kids up near the trellis at the restrooms.  Vice-Mayor LeMay explains the phasing plans 
envisioned by the Park Committee. 
 
Councilman Turner explains that he was approached about the visibility pulling out onto Rt. 221 from 
the Village Green parking lot because of people parking on the street obstructing the site distance 
towards the stoplight. Councilman Turner states he would like to see one spot removed on the street.  
Councilwoman Bingham agreed there are so many bad site lines in our Town.  Mayor Griffin said let’s 
take 1 space out and see how it goes, we could possibly take another if that isn’t enough.  We could 
also add hatching in the space. 
 
Councilman Turner makes a motion, seconded by Vice-Mayor LeMay to remove one spot and add 
hatching on East Main Street at the entrance of The Village Green on the stoplight side of the entrance. 
    Councilman Patton-aye 



    Councilman Turner-aye 
    Vice-Mayor LeMay-aye 
    Councilwoman Bingham-aye 
    Mayor Griffin-aye 
 
Council Patton asks for the Public Works crew to revisit the no parking area in front of the Town Office 
to possibly add the same hatching design. 
 
Councilman Turner mentioned that he had mentioned to Town Manager Cox some time ago, that 
when you go into the Town Manager’s office, not that everything discussed is private probably, but it 
would be nice if she could have an area that is more private, for personnel issues where she could 
close the door and discuss these issues.  The way it is now, I think we’ve all been in there and there is 
no privacy, not that anyone in the office is listening, but others can still hear what is going on in there.  
I’ve been in there and people come through the back door when she is having meetings.  Mayor Griffin 
added that it would be nice to have the ability to have privacy.  Vice-Mayor LeMay recommended the 
use of environmental walls. 
 
Mayor Griffin stated that the filing deadline has come and gone for November elections.  We are the 
only 3 registered. 
 
CLOSED SESSION- 
Councilman Patton makes a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Bingham, to go into closed session for 
Section 2.2-3711, Paragraph A.1, discussion, consideration, or interviews of prospective candidates for 
employment; assignment, appointment, promotion, performance, demotion, salaries, disciplining, or 
resignation of specific public officers, appointees, or employees of any public body.  

   Councilman Patton-aye 
Vice-Mayor Turner—aye 

   Councilman LeMay—aye 
   Councilwoman Bingham—aye 
   Mayor Griffin—aye 

 
Councilman LeMay makes a motion, seconded by Councilman Turner, and unanimously carried, it was 
resolved to come out of closed session. 
 

CERTIFICATION RESOLUTION 
WHEREAS, this Council convened in a closed meeting on this date pursuant to an affirmative recorded 
vote on the motion to close the meeting to discuss the consideration, or interviews of prospective 
candidates for employment; assignment, appointment, promotion, performance, demotion, salaries, 
disciplining, or resignation of specific public officers, appointees, or employees of any public body in 
accordance with Section 2.2-3711, Paragraph A.1 of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; 
WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by the Council that such 
closed meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law; 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council hereby certifies that, to the best of each member’s 
knowledge (1) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements under 
the Virginia Freedom of Information Act were heard, discussed or considered in the closed meeting to 
which this certification applies; and (2) only such public business matters as were identified in the 



motion by which the closed meeting was convened were heard, discussed or considered in the 
meeting to which this certification applies. 

Councilman Patton—aye 
Vice-Mayor Turner—aye 
Councilman LeMay—aye 
Councilwoman Bingham—aye 
Mayor Griffin—aye 

 
This Certification Resolution was adopted. 
 
Vice-Mayor LeMay makes a motion, seconded by Councilman Turner, starting July 1, 2017, the salaries 
of the Town Staff will be as follows; Town Manager Cox $54,075, Town Clerk Mandzak $27,859, Public 
Works Hale $15.00 per hour, Public Works Slusher $12.00 per hour, and Public Works Wood $10.50 
plus an additional $0.50 upon receiving his CDL.    
    Councilman Patton-aye 
    Vice-Mayor Turner-aye 
    Councilman LeMay-aye 
    Councilwoman Bingham-aye 
    Mayor Griffin-aye 
 
OTHER- 
 
Councilman Turner makes a motion, seconded by Vice-Mayor LeMay, and unanimously carried, to 
adjourn until July 6, 2017 at 6:30 pm at the at the W. Skip Bishop Town Hall. 
 
 
__________________________________         ______________________________________ 
William R. Griffin, Mayor                    Kayla W. Cox, Town Manager 


