
FLOYD TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
W. SKIP BISHOP JR., TOWN HALL 

 July 17, 2014 
6:30 P.M. 
MINUTES 

 
MEETING CALL TO ORDER – Mayor Griffin called the July 17, 2014 meeting of the Floyd Town Council 
to order. 
 
ROLL CALL –Councilman Patton, Councilman Turner, Councilman LeMay, Vice-Mayor Bingham, Mayor 
Griffin, and Town Manager Terpenny were present.  Town Attorney Shortt and Town Clerk Cox were 
absent. 
 
CITIZENS COMMENT PERIOD – 
 
Ms. Sherri Baker—represented the Floyd County Chamber of Commerce.  I’m here to be considered for 
additional funds allocations.  We are asking for a little more this year for the Chamber’s efforts to be 
considered for to better the business environment.  Move to a better location on Main Street, and that 
has added a lot of additional costs.  We are working hard to help the business community, with strong 
educational programing for business with human resources training, work-force training, and skills 
training to help the residents have better jobs.  We are trying to promote Shop Local and advocate for 
local businesses.  The Chamber hopes to represent all business in Floyd, not just Chamber members.  
We ask that the Council will consider allocating additional funds this year. 
 
PRESENTATIONS 

A. Kevin Byrd, New River Valley Planning District Commission presented a handout to the Council 
about the happenings of the Commission.  He thanked Councilman Patton for his service as the 
past chair of the New River Valley Planning District Commission Board.  Mr. Byrd reminded the 
Council that the Planning District Commission is a resource for the Council for any upcoming 
projects that the Town may be looking at starting.  There are several ways the PDC is serving 
the Town of Floyd, through the NRV HOME Consortium, GIS mapping services, and grant 
administration.  A few things we are doing around the region are the Mayors and Chairs 
Meetings and the Regional Tourism Convening to help everyone come together and share ideas 
and help each other with potential projects.  The New River Valley Livability Initiative project 
was a 3 year planning process in which we pooled data from about three thousand people 
about they liked, didn’t like, what they wanted to see improved in their communities.  The four 
major themes are enhancing the living and working environment, preserving rural heritage and 
Community character, making the business environment more productive and resilient, and 
building healthy communities.  We also have a housing report and an energy report. 
 

ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION/ACTION 
A. Sign Ordinance—Town Manager Terpenny asked if any revisions need to be made to the 

Ordinance before it is approved.  VDOT said that if the Town wanted to do any directional signs 
off of Routes 8 or 221, the Town would be exempt from our own ordinance, but we would need 
a land use permit to do it in the right of way.  VDOT has a plan in place for this type of signage.  
We wanted to make sure that the Town ordinance isn’t more restrictive than the VDOT 



ordinance on off premise signs.  Councilman Patton suggested that Town Clerk Cox work on the 
VDOT Off Premise Sign program. 

 
Councilman Patton makes a motion, seconded by Councilman LeMay, and unanimously carried, to 
direct the Town Clerk to pursue involvement in this opportunity in the VDOT Off Premise Sign Program 
and report back to Council. 
 

Councilman Turner asks about approval of murals.  Does the Planning Commission need to approve 
all murals?  Mayor Griffin noted that according to the definition murals would need to go before 
the Planning Commission so the determination if it is purely artistic or advertisement.  Councilman 
Turner points out that the definition doesn’t separate between residential and businesses.  The 
Council agreed that these would have to come before them to decide when they arise. 
 
Councilman Turner noted on page 11, Section 18-706.05-2 Any sign which uses the word “Stop” or 
“Danger” prominently displayed or which is a copy or imitation of official traffic control signs; there 
are two, one at the Village Green and one at the top of the hill at the office.  Does that prohibit us 
from putting up these types of signs?  Town Manager responds that there is a section that states 
the Council is exempt from directional signs. 
 
Councilman Turner asked about Section 18-706.06-2.E—Vertical Flags/pennants, Council asked 
Town Manager Terpenny to follow-up with the owner of The Chicken Bus about the signage for his 
business. 
 
Councilman Turner questioned Section 18-706.07-7—was there a reason for not allowing the hours 
of operation on “No Trespassing” signs?  The Council agreed to strike hours of operation from this 
section of the ordinance. 
 
Councilman Turner questioned Sections 18-706.09-4 and 18-706.05-9.  These sections seem to 
contradict themselves.  The Council decided to add a note to Section 18-706.05 Signs Prohibited in 
All Districts, to include the following wording, “except as provided in Section 18-706.09-4 Historic 
Signs”. 
 
Councilman Patton makes a motion, seconded by Vice-Mayor Bingham, to accept the Sign 
Ordinance as amended by the Town Council.  The Town Council wishes to express our sincere 
gratitude to the Planning Commission for their work on the Sign Ordinance. 
   Councilman Patton—aye 
   Councilman Turner—aye 
   Councilman LeMay—aye 
   Vice-Mayor Bingham—aye 
   Mayor Griffin—aye 
 
B. FY15 Allocations—Councilman Patton distributed a handout of a suggested contribution policy.  

Councilman Patton would like to see the Council take a different approach instead of just 
handing out money.  Vice-Mayor Bingham suggested that the Council set a cap for the amount 
of money that we give out.  Mayor Griffin questioned lowering the funding to some 
organizations that we have always given a certain amount.  The Council agreed that the 



organizations that they have funded will continue to get the same amount of funding.  The 
Councilmembers felt this change in policy should be given to the organizations before next 
fiscal year so each group will have time to strategize their funding.  Council worked through the 
list of requested donations from each organization. 

 
Councilman Patton makes a motion, seconded by Councilman Turner, to approve the list of 
donations as amended by Council. 

  Councilman Patton—aye 
  Councilman Turner—aye 
  Councilman LeMay—aye 
  Vice-Mayor Bingham—aye 
  Mayor Griffin-aye 

 
TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 
 

 Town Manager Terpenny asked Council for approval of the electrical upgrade of the Council 
chambers, the Street Lighting Project and the Public Works tool purchases.  Council directed 
Town Manager Terpenny to move forward with the projects in the approved budget. 

 
Councilman LeMay asked about the Entrance Sign banners.  Town Manager Terpenny reported that 
the banners were installed this week.  Council directed the Town Manager to order the Fall and Winter 
Seasonal banners. 

 
Councilman Patton makes a motion, seconded by Councilman LeMay, and unanimously carried, to 
adjourn to August 7, 2014 at 6:30 pm. 
 
 
__________________________________         ______________________________________ 
William R. Griffin, Mayor                    R. Lance Terpenny, Town Manager 


