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FLOYD TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
W. SKIP BISHOP JR., TOWN HALL 

January 18, 2018 
6:30 P.M. 
MINUTES 

 
MEETING CALL TO ORDER – Mayor Griffin called the January 18, 2018 meeting of the Floyd Town 
Council to order. 
 
ROLL CALL – Councilman Patton, Councilman Turner, Vice Mayor Lemay, Councilwoman Bingham, 
Mayor Griffin, Town Attorney Shortt, Town Manager Cox, and Town Clerk Holfield were present. 
 
CITIZENS COMMENTS- 
None 
 
PRESENTATION- 

A. Virginia Department of Transportation-Mr. David Clarke 
Mr. David Clarke shared the design concept for the Route 8 and Route 221 pedestrian 
improvement project. The concept illustrated 8 walk/do not walk signal signs on each corner of 
Route 8 and Route 221. When the signal is pushed by a pedestrian all traffic at the stop light 
will be stopped for 22 seconds for pedestrians to use the crosswalks. 
 
Flashing walk signs to notify drivers of a crosswalk would be placed at the crosswalk on South 
Locust Street at Angels in the Attic and on Route 221 North at Blue Ridge Café. Improvements 
would also be made to the alley way beside Blue Ridge Café and a metal post would be added 
so not vehicles can use the alley way. A small section of sidewalk along South Locust Street 
beside Farmer’s Supply will be widened during the project. 
 
Mr. Chris Price with VDOT noted that additional lighting will also be added to the Route 8 and 
Route 221 intersection. Two to four lights will be added to help illuminate the crosswalks at 
night. He went on to note that the landscaping on the corner of Route 8 South and East Main 
Street will be removed for construction and it may be possible to plant some new upon 
completion of the project. A public hearing for the project has been set for Wednesday, 
February 21st from 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm at the County Administrative Office. Ads will be places in 
both the Floyd Press and Roanoke Times as well as being placed around Town. 
 
Mayor Griffin asked if a timeframe had been set for the project. Mr. Clarke stated that some 
preliminary work could begin as early as December 2018 or January 2019. Mr. Clarke noted that 
they want to get feedback for the business owners on the project to help minimize the effect 
that this project may have on their revenue during the peak season for tourist. 
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Councilman Patton asked if VDOT plans to remove the pole at the corner of South Locust Street 
and East Main Street were the sidewalk will be widen. There is also the concern of freight 
deliveries at Farmer’s Supply receives. If the sidewalk is widened will the delivery truck still be 
able to park on the street for unloading. Mr. Clarke with VDOT acknowledged the concern but 
did not note a solution to the problem. Mr. Chris Price answered Councilman Patton’s first 
question by saying that it is unclear at this point if the pole on the corner of South Locust and 
East Main would be removed. 
 
Councilwoman Bingham also raised the question of freight deliveries and safety concerns at 
Blue Ridge Café. Mr. Clarke noted that no sidewalk changes would be made to that area. He 
went on to state that VDOT hopes to get feedback from a number of business and property 
owners in regards to the project.  
 
Mr. Paul Brown with VDOT continued the meeting by answering several questions that had 
been submitted via email by Town Manager Cox. He began by updating members on the Right 
of Way Study that was complete in 2015. This past summer VDOT send the land owner on the 
corner of East Oxford Street and East Main Street a letter regarding the scrubs that have 
encroach on the sidewalks. The response from the land owner was not pleasant therefore 
VDOT maintenance and the arborist are looking into the best time to trim the scrubs.   
 
Mr. Brown has visited the home on East Main Street that has potted plants located within the 
right of way. No one at the residence would come to the door. Upon inspection Mr. Brown 
noted there is bare ground and not grass under the plants. Mr. Brown will continue to follow up 
with the residence with the hope of having the plants relocated by spring. 
 
In response to business owners writing on sidewalks as to redirect foot traffic to their business; 
this is not allowed under VDOT regulations and the tenant of the property have been informed 
to ceases and desist. Mr. Brown went on to noted that VDOT is not a enforcement agency, they 
can notify the owner of the property regarding the problems but the matter would then be  
turned over to local law enforcement to enforce.  
 
Mr. Brown answered Town Manager Cox’s question about the closure of Oxford Street on 
Halloween. He noted that West Oxford Street would be easier to close than East Oxford. Town 
Manager Cox clarified that the closure in question would be East Oxford. Mr. Brown stated that 
to allow a block closure (closed to through traffic) all the way through East Oxford would be 
difficult and require traffic control and it would limit the amount of movement of the property 
owners. In most instances on block closures, all land owners would need to be agreeance to the 
closer. VDOT and the Town would need to way the cost verses the benefit of the closure. Town 
Manager Cox and Mr. Brown will discuss the matter in more detail and Town Manager Cox will 
follow up with Council.  
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In Town Manager Cox’s email, concerns were voiced about the potholes on East Oxford Street. 
Mr. Brown stated that the major concerns on East Oxford Street have been patched. Mayor 
Griffin asked Mr. Brown if East Oxford would be paved once the sidewalk project is complete. 
He noted that the street is not the on the current list to be paved but it could be taken in to 
consideration and added once the project is complete. 
 
Town Manager Cox took this time to update Council on the sidewalk project. She stated that 5 
to 6 items need to be revised in the agreement and send back to VDOT. This should be done 
first of the week and then be ready to advertise.  
 
Mr. Brown noted that if Council has any concerns they are welcome to email them directly to 
him or Mr. Clarke. 
 
Councilman Patton addressed matter of the scrubs on the corner on East Oxford Street and 
East Main Street. He stated the he is not surprised by the response that VDOT received from 
the land owner however; the scrubs have visibly grown into the sidewalk right of way and are 
now a danger to the walkers of the Town. He went on to state the VDOT has rules and the land 
owner is in clear violation of these rules. Is this matter on the priority list of VDOT? Mr. Brown 
state the he knows the scrubs have been trimmed by VDOT at least one within the past five 
years. Councilman Patton questioned the land owner’s entrance and noted that when the land 
owner received this entrance permit to the property, wasn’t it in the stipulations that the land 
owner would need to maintain the scrubs for site distance of his patrons or the entrance permit 
could be removed for no compliance? Mr. Brown did not address the question. 
Councilwoman Bingham added that the scrubs are not just a hazard to the pedestrians but they 
are also a road hazard to anyone coming off of East Oxford Street on to East Main Street. 
 
Councilman Patton thanked Mr. Brown from his straight forwardness and political nature. 

 
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION- 

A. Financials-   
Town Manager Cox noted that 2018 Business License applications were mailed out on Tuesday 
and the revenue for them should start coming in over the next few weeks. She went on to note 
that in December the loan on the Town Hall building was paid off. The remaining loan is for the 
restrooms and the property adjacent to the park. 
 
Town Manager Cox stated that she got a quote to replace the doors on the three public 
restrooms. At this time the door on the mens restroom is damaged beyond repair therefore the 
restroom is out of order. Once the new doors are purchased, the town guys will paint and 
install them. Town Manager Cox is also checking with Skyline Door in Salem to get a price on 
new locking systems for the doors. The current system is antiquated and needs to be upgraded. 
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Councilman Patton makes a motion, seconded by Vice Mayor LeMay to authorize Town 
Manager Cox to purchase three new doors for the public restrooms. 

Councilman Patton-aye 
   Councilman Turner-aye 
   Vice Mayor LeMay-aye 
   Councilwoman Bingham-aye 
   Mayor Griffin-aye 

 
B. FY18-19 Budget-  

Town Manager Cox provided council members with a blank work sheet for the FY18-19 budget. 
She asked that members be begin thinking about projects for the upcoming budget year.  
 
Vice Mayor LeMay asked that discussion continue regarding the kids playground at the park. He 
went on to ask who will cover the insurance on the playground, how much would the 
playground cost and how soon could it be installed. Town Manager Cox asked that Town 
Council decide what type of equipment they would like and what the total budget (equipment, 
excavation and labor) for the project would be.  
 
Councilman Patton stated that money will be the issue and suggested the playgrounds be done 
in two phases; Phase 1 for small children this year and Phase 2 for the larger kids next year. Vice 
Mayor LeMay stated that he will come by Town Hall first of the week to pick up several of the 
playground magazines. He went on to suggest that small and simple would be best for the 
smaller playground. 
 

C. Recognition Program-  
Town Manager Cox asked if council members had any recommendations from the recognition 
program. 
 
Vice Mayor LeMay suggested recognizing Dylan Locke for his involvement with the summer 
concert events and all he contributes to the Town through the Country Store. 

      
TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT-  
Town Manager Cox noted that Sheriff Brian Craig is still reviewing the parking ordinance changes and 
he hopes to follow up with Town Manager Cox next week. 
 
Town Manager Cox stated that VDOT has requested additional language changes to the contract on 
the sidewalk project. Draper Aden will have the changes complete and to VODT first of the week.  
 
Town Manager Cox updated that Ipads are ready and council members can come by the Town office 
anytime next week to pick them up.  
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Town Attorney Shortt noted that the fiber company that contact the Town several months ago has 
followed up with Town Manager Cox about running private fiber lines through the Town of Floyd.  He 
stated that the lines would run through the historic district of Town and the lines would need to be 
marked with 4 foot fiber markers or curb markers.  
 
Town Attorney Shortt has reviewed the historic district designation for the Town and there are no 
ordinances to correspond with the historic district. His recommendation would be to strongly 
encourage and negotiate with the company to keep the fiber markers as neat as possible by using the 
curb markers. Members were in consensus with Town Attorney Shortts recommendation. Town 
Manager Cox stated that the company is still in the preliminary stages with VDOT. She will follow up 
with the company regarding the markers and continue to keep council members updates as the project 
moves forward. 
 
OTHER-  
Councilman Turner stated that he does not see the local sheriff office enforcing the scrub issue in the 
VDOT right of way on Rt221N. Town Attorney Shortt stated that VDOT has several options for 
enforcement and he doesn’t feel like the local sheriff office would need to be involved. 
 
It was noted by council members that additional flashing pedestrian signs would be needed at the 
crosswalk at the Library, Bell’s Towing and Barberry Road intersection.  
 
CLOSED SESSION- 
Not needed at this meeting. 
 
ADJOURNMENT-  
Vice Mayor LeMay makes a motion, seconded by Councilman Patton, and unanimously carried, to 
adjourn until February 1, 2018 at 6:30 pm at the Floyd Town Hall. 
 
 
__________________________________         ______________________________________ 
William R. Griffin, Mayor                    Katie Holfield, Town Clerk 


