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FLOYD TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
W. SKIP BISHOP JR., TOWN HALL 

March 1, 2018 
6:30 P.M. 
MINUTES 

 
MEETING CALL TO ORDER – Mayor Griffin called the March 1, 2018 meeting of the Floyd Town Council 
to order. 
 
ROLL CALL – Councilman Patton, Councilman Turner, Vice Mayor LeMay, Councilwoman Bingham, 
Mayor Griffin, Town Attorney Shortt, Town Manager Cox, and Town Clerk Holfield were present. 
 
CITIZENS COMMENTS- 
Mr. Chad Mills, Fire Chief for Station 1 asked council members for funding for replacement gear for 
Station 1 Firehouse. Councilman Patton asked Mr. Mills how much money they would need. Mr. Mills 
stated that it would be around $20,000. Council noted that they work with limited funds and asked Mr. 
Mills to submit an allocation request that would be reviewed during the budget discussion to begin 
next month.  
 
Mr. David Whitaker asked about the lack of the Pledge of Allegiance and moment of silence during 
Town Council meetings. He stated that he asked last month and did not receive any follow-up after the 
meeting. Town Council will discuss the matter at tonight’s meeting.  
 
CONSENT CALENDAR- 

A. February 1st & 15th Minutes-  
Vice Mayor LeMay makes a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Bingham, to approve the 
February 1, 2018 and February 15, 2018 minutes.  
   Councilman Patton-aye 
   Councilman Turner-aye 
   Vice Mayor LeMay-aye 
   Councilwoman Bingham-aye 
   Mayor Griffin-aye 
 

PRESENTATIONS 
A. Small Town Summer-Mr. Dylan Locke 

Mr. Dylan Locke updated council members on the Small Town Summer events. Events will be 
held every other Thursday evening beginning June 7th and running through the end of August. 
The events will run from 6pm to 10pm. In the event of rain, that nights events will be moved to 
Floyd County High School.  
 
Councilman Patton asked, why under some of the event expense there is a cost for lodging.  Mr. 
Locke noted that some of the performers are from out of town and lodging will be provided 
locally at the Hotel Floyd. Councilman Patton then asked if Mr. Locke needed anything 
additional besides funding. Mr. Locke stated that the attendance of council members at the 
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events is great and any help with growing the awareness of the events. Mr. Locke’s hope is that 
the attendance will double this year. Mayor Griffin added that when the events fall on Town 
Council night, we could move the start time of the meeting to 5:30 pm to allow council 
members plenty of time to attend the events.  
 
Councilman Patton asked about the need for a portable toilet for the events. Mr. Locke noted 
that there are several well-known performers this year and they are not comfortable using the 
public facilities. As we continue to get more well-known performers this need may increase. 
 
Council thanked Mr. Locke for all his great work with the Small Town Summer events. 
 

B. Comprehensive Plan Update-Ms. Aphi Fancon & Mr. Mike Maslaney 
Mr. Maslaney noted that the Planning Commission has been working on the Comprehensive 
Plan update for several months now. Ms. Aphi Fancon with the New River Valley Regional 
Commission has done a fantastic job leading the update process. Ms. Fancon has provided the 
Planning Commission with some great data and interesting conclusion with recommendations 
to think about. 
 
Ms. Fancon stated the Planning Commission is in the community assessment phase of the 
comprehensive planning process. During this process Ms. Fancon has completed a demographic 
and economic data analysis, parking inventory and analysis, and land use data analysis. Town 
Council members were provided a brief overview of each of the analysis’.  She went on to note 
that there is a community input survey that closes March 16th. This survey will give insight into 
community preferences.   
 
Councilman Patton commended Ms. Fancon for doing a remarkable job and asked her what her 
biggest surprise was during her research. Ms. Fancon stated that she was shocked by the 
parking analysis and she can’t imagine parking in Town during peak travel season. 
 
Mayor Griffin asked Ms. Fancon what the next step will be. Ms. Fancon noted that the Planning 
Commission will continue to review data and analysis for the remaining chapters of the 
Comprehensive Plan through May. She plans to come back in May with another update to 
Town Council, in June there would be a public open house for feedback and between July and 
August a draft plan will be presented to the Planning Commission and Town Council, so a Public 
Hearing can be scheduled. Ms. Fancon can meet with additional boards (ex. Tourism, Parks and 
Recreation, etc…) once the all the goals and objectives have been revised.    
 

C. Kamala Bauers 
Ms. Kamala Bauers introduced Ms. Portia Thompson. Ms. Thompson is the new pharmacist that 
will be at 311 East Main Street. Ms. Bauers stated that the Town of Floyd has serious water 
issues. She noted that she cannot get adequate water to her building at 311 East Main Street 
for the sprinkler system. The cost to get a high-pressure water line extended to the building will 
cost Ms. Bauers $60,000, she had only budgeted $22,000 which she thought was high. 
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Mr. Jack Wall, added that the community needs to be aware that the water system in Floyd is 
50 to 60 years old and is crumbing. He continued by stating that Red Rooster tapped into a line 
at their new building for $8,000. Why is it going to cost us $60,000? Before the PSA had new 
management, it was smooth dealing with Elwood. Now that Mr. Richard Burton has taken over 
it’s seems to be one obstacle after another. He wants us to sign a waiver to tap into the PSA 
water line. The waiver would remove the PSA from any risk or liability. Mr. Wall does not feel 
that is fair to put the full burden of the cost to extend the high-pressure line on one business 
owner. He thinks it should be a public and private partnership between the Town or PSA and 
the business owner. He complimented the Town staff and Town Council for being so reasonable 
to deal with. 
 
Ms. Bauers stated that modifications can be made to the renovation of the building so that the 
sprinkler system is not needed. However, the Town needs the apartments just as much as the 
private pharmacy. Why should we have to change our renovation just because we can’t get 
water at a reasonable price. Ms. Portia Thompson stated that the sprinkler system and high-
pressure water line has added a delay in opening the business. We had hoped to be open by 
the end of February, now it’s looking like it may be May. She asked Council for any help and 
noted that the Town needs the pharmacy, the café and the apartments.  
 
Councilman Turner, Chairman of the PSA stated that there are some issues, we are aware, and 
we are working on them. There is a lot that you don’t know. We are repairing a lot at this time. 
Mr. Richard Burton is not trying to take advantage of anyone, he has 20 year experience. We 
want to work together. He recommended that Ms. Bauers and Mr. Wall come to the PSA and 
voice their concerns.  
 
Councilman Turner continued by stating that the PSA has a committee to work on the repairs 
and replacements and the PSA understands your frustration and it not trying to delay or stop 
the project. The PSA and the Town Council will try to help if the can. We need to sit down and 
come to a solution together.  

 
Mayor Griffin commended Ms. Bauers and Mr. Wall on the projects that they continue to do in 
Floyd. They all have turned out well and it would be counterproductive to halt potential 
business in Floyd. He added that Mr. Richard Burton came into a mess at the PSA and that he is 
an intelligent, ethical guy that is under a lot of stress from the PSA board. He’s just trying to do 
the right thing.  
 
Mayor Griffin concluded by encouraging Mr. Wall and Ms. Bauers to come to the PSA meeting 
next week and voice these concerns.  He stated that we can work together to come up with a 
solution that works for all sides. 
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ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION- 
A. Board Appointments- 

Town Manager Cox updated that she had received a letter of resignation from Mr. Paul 
Faulkner to the Floyd-Floyd County Public Service Authority and the Town of Floyd Planning 
Commission.  
 
Town Manager Cox added that she had just advertised for the Floyd-Floyd County Public 
Service Authority unexpired term for Mr. Otis Howell. She noted that two letters of interest had 
been receive for the position. Town Council will discuss the qualification of the prospective 
appointees during closed session later in the meeting. 
 
Town Manager Cox stated that no letters of interested had been received for the unexpired 
term of Mr. Doug Thompson the Floyd-Floyd County Parks and Recreation Authority. 
Councilman Patton noted that he had spoken with two prospective appointees, Mr. Adam 
Hawkins and Mr. Brian Monts. Councilman Turner stated that the County has a position open 
on the Floyd-Floyd County Parks and Recreation Authority in the Little River District. Mr. Monts 
lives within that district. 
 
Councilman Patton makes a motion, seconded by Councilman Turner, to appoint Mr. Adam 
Hawkins to the Floyd-Floyd County Park and Recreation Authority to fill Mr. Doug Thompson’s 
unexpired term.  
   Councilman Patton-aye 
   Councilman Turner-aye 
   Vice Mayor LeMay-aye 
   Councilwoman Bingham-aye 
   Mayor Griffin-aye 
 

B. FY 2018-19 Budget- 
Town Manager Cox asked council members what projects or improvements they would like to 
see included in next years budget.  Councilman Patton noted that he would like park equipment 
for playgrounds and for council to possible increase the funding to the Park and Recreation 
Authority. Mayor Griffin asked the need for the increase. Councilman Patton stated that council 
would be amazed at the cost to support the sports. There is lack of registration for football 
which cost the authority quite a bit in safety equipment of the players. Councilman Patton 
wanted to make council aware that the Parks and Recreation Authority will be asking for 
additional funding in their FY 2018-19 request.  
 
Vice Mayor LeMay noted that he would like to see a playground for the small kids complete this 
year. Town Manager Cox stated that she has been following up with other localities and several 
playground companies. She hopes to have a cost estimate together soon. 
 
Councilwoman Bingham stated that she sees a need for parking improvements at the park, 
equipment for public works (a new trash truck in the coming years) and would like council to 
consider adding a restroom in Town Hall. 
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Councilman Turner noted the benches throughout town and funding help for the Public Service 
Authority. The PSA is a real benefit to town residents. Councilman Patton thanked Mayor Griffin 
and Councilman Turner for politely handling the situation regarding water issues to businesses 
in Town. He noted that he had spoken with Mr. Kevin Byrd at the New River Valley Planning 
District Commission about water and sewer issues in small communities. Mr. Byrd told 
Councilman Patton that aging water and systems in rural communities is very common. At on 
point the federal government had loans available to help these communities but the current 
administration has eliminated most of these programs.  
 
Mayor Griffin added that funding help to PSA may not just be in the way of a loan, it may be 
one-time funding to pay for a project directly. He went on to add that a huge compliment was 
paid to council tonight from Ms. Bauers largely in part to Town Manager Cox for her 
communication and response to Ms. Bauers concerns. 
 
Mayor Griffin stated that the park and Public Service Authority funding would be a few items he 
would like to see in this years budget. 

    
TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT-  
Town Manager Cox stated that next phase for the Planning Commission, after the Comprehensive Plan 
is complete, would be to begin updating the Zoning Ordinance. Town Manager Cox received a task 
order from Ms. Aphi Fancon at the New River Valley Regional Commission for the update. Ms. Fancon 
would begin some preliminary work with help of Town staff in April. 
 
Councilman Patton asked Mr. Mike Maslaney if there is a need for the update. Mr. Maslaney stated 
that the ordinance defiantly needs to be addresses and the zoning map could use some revisions.  
 
Mayor Griffin noted that the ordinance could be rewritten to be more business friendly, businesses 
account for 85 to 95 percent of the towns revenue. The update would be a benefit to everyone.  
 
Town Manager Cox stated the task order cost would be $7,500. 
 

Councilman Patton makes a motion, seconded by Vice Mayor LeMay, to approve the work to 
begin the update to the Town of Floyd Zoning Ordinance. 
   Councilman Patton-aye 
   Councilman Turner-aye 
   Vice Mayor LeMay-aye 
   Councilwoman Bingham-aye 
   Mayor Griffin-aye 

 
Town Manager Cox updated that Hurt and Proffitt had sent 5 preliminary concepts for improvement to 
parking at Warren G. Lineberry Park. They will send concepts on grading and water issues next week. 
Town Manager Cox will email the concepts to council members for their feedback and Hurt and Proffitt 
will be at the March 15th meeting to update Council and present proposals. 
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Mr. Kevin Byrd with the New River Valley Regional Commission shared a proposal from DHCD on 
opportunity zones. These zones would place investment funds in downtown areas. Town Manager Cox 
stated that the County plans to fill out the survey of questions and suggested that the Town apply 
separate for a stronger application. It was consensus of council members that Town Manager Cox fill 
out the survey. 
 
Town Manager Cox reminded council of the upcoming Joint Subcommittee meeting on March 21st, 
6pm at the Floyd County High School Library. Councilman Patton, Councilman Turner, Councilwoman 
Bingham and Mayor Griffin plan to attend.  
 
Town Attorney Shortt noted that Town Staff had sent him a delinquent real estate tax bill from 
collection. He stated that it is not cost effective for him to keep writing the resident letters with no 
response. It was suggested that we could stop their trash collection until they pay the bill. The only 
problem is that resident may just leave the trash at the curb and create an eye sore to the adjoining 
residents. The current town policy does not allow the Town to start the process to sell for delinquent 
taxes until the resident is delinquent for two years. 
 
Mayor Griffin asked if the town could list the delinquency in the paper. Council suggest that staff 
create a policy for delinquency and bring it back to council for review and approval.  
 
Town Manager Cox stated that she contacted VDOT for an update on the sidewalk project and didn’t 
hear back from them. She will continue to follow-up and will update council at the next meeting. 
 
OTHER-  
Vice Mayor LeMay followed back up to Mr. David Whitaker’s regarding not opening the council 
meeting with the pledge of allegiance.  
 
Mayor Griffin stated that he has been on council for 10 years and they have never opened the meeting 
with prayer or the Pledge of Allegiance. He noted that prayer is personal choice. If council was to open 
the meeting with prayer it would need to nondenominational. He feels that council members can 
prepare themselves before the meeting in the way they see fit. Councilman Patton noted that is a 
personal matter. 
 
Mr. Whitaker clarified that he asked about a moment of silence and not prayer. Prayer would be a 
matter of personal belief. 
 
Councilman Turner stated that he, personally, does not have a problem with a moment of silence 
however someone along the way will have a complaint or problem with it. It could go either way. 
 
Councilman Patton followed up by saying that we can prepare for the meetings in our own way. As far 
as the Pledge of Allegiance, he stated that the pledge was always said each morning when he went to 
school and he feels that it is a matter of respect for our Country.  
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Vice Mayor LeMay stated it is a preference. 
 
Councilman Patton added that he thinks people should be able to say the pledge if they would like. I 
would stand up and say the pledge by myself. 
 
Mayor Griffin stated that council should take into consideration council members who may fill the 
seats after we are gone. They may not want to participate and should not feel an obligation to.  
 
Councilman Patton stated that he hoped they are all Americans but if they don’t want to participate 
that shouldn’t feel an obligation. He noted that he was not ashamed to stand up and say the Pledge of 
Allegiance.  
 
Councilwoman Bingham stated she was going to abstain from the conversation. She noted that was 
raised in a military family and that she is very patriotic.  
 
Mayor Griffin noted that he did not want the fact he spoke against the pledge to be a reflection of his 
patriotism. He just does not want anyone fills the seat after the current members to feel 
uncomfortable or feel an obligation to participate. 
 
Councilman Patton noted that he feels the pledge is very important because of the shape that the 
Country is in and he will stand before each meeting and recite the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Mr. David Whitaker address council asking; so, there is no official stand even after all the discussion? 
He stated the Pledge of Allegiance is symbolic for a small town meeting and at this level it is very 
important. 
 
Councilman Patton thanked Mr. Whitaker for attending the Town Council meetings and stated that he 
hoped he continued to come.  
 
CLOSED SESSION-  
Councilman Patton makes a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Bingham, to go into closed session for 
Section 2.2-3711, Paragraph A.1, discussion, consideration, or interviews of prospective candidates for 
employment; assignment, appointment, promotion, performance, demotion, salaries, disciplining, or 
resignation of specific public officers, appointees, or employees of any public body.  

   Councilman Patton-aye 
Councilman Turner—aye 

   Vice Mayor LeMay—aye 
   Councilwoman Bingham—aye 
   Mayor Griffin—aye 

 
Councilman Patton makes a motion, seconded by Vice Mayor LeMay, and unanimously carried, it was 
resolved to come out of closed session. 
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CERTIFICATION RESOLUTION 
WHEREAS, this Council convened in a closed meeting on this date pursuant to an affirmative recorded 
vote on the motion to close the meeting to discuss the consideration, or interviews of prospective 
candidates for employment; assignment, appointment, promotion, performance, demotion, salaries, 
disciplining, or resignation of specific public officers, appointees, or employees of any public body in 
accordance with Section 2.2-3711, Paragraph A.1 of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; 
WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by the Council that such 
closed meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law; 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council hereby certifies that, to the best of each member’s 
knowledge (1) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements under 
the Virginia Freedom of Information Act were heard, discussed or considered in the closed meeting to 
which this certification applies; and (2) only such public business matters as were identified in the 
motion by which the closed meeting was convened were heard, discussed or considered in the 
meeting to which this certification applies. 

Councilman Patton—aye 
Councilman Turner—aye 
Vice Mayor LeMay—aye 
Councilwoman Bingham—aye 
Mayor Griffin—aye 

 
This Certification Resolution was adopted. 
 
Councilman Turner makes a motion, seconded by Vice Mayor LeMay, it was resolved to recommend to 
the Floyd County Board of Supervisors that Mr. Ron Bingham as the joint member of the Floyd-Floyd 
County Public Service Authority. 

   Councilman Patton-abstain 
   Councilman Turner-aye 
   Vice Mayor LeMay-aye 
   Councilwoman Bingham-abstain 
   Mayor Griffin-aye 

 
ADJOURNMENT- 
Vice Mayor LeMay makes a motion, seconded by Councilman Patton, and unanimously carried, to 
adjourn until March 1, 2018 at the Floyd Town Hall. 
 
 
__________________________________         ______________________________________ 
William R. Griffin, Mayor                    Katie Holfield, Town Clerk 


