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FLOYD TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
W. SKIP BISHOP JR., TOWN HALL 

February 15, 2018 
6:30 P.M. 
MINUTES 

 
MEETING CALL TO ORDER – Vice Mayor LeMay called the February 15, 2018 meeting of the Floyd Town 
Council to order and asked for a moment of silence for victims of yesterday’s shooting in a Florida High School. 
 
ROLL CALL – Councilman Patton, Councilman Turner, Vice Mayor Lemay, Councilwoman Bingham, Town 
Attorney Shortt, Town Manager Cox, and Town Clerk Holfield were present. 
 
CITIZENS COMMENTS- 
Mr. David Whitaker addressed Council and asked why the agenda for the meetings does not include the 
Pledge of Allegiance or opening prayer. Councilwomen Bingham stated the she had no problem with the 
Pledge of Allegiance or opening prayer for governing bodies. 
 
Mr. Whitaker continued by stating that in a previous meeting it was mentioned that the Town has a surplus of 
money and asked how Council is going to spend it. Councilman Patton noted that yes there is a small surplus 
of money and that Council is being good stewards with the money. This is not just a rainy-day fund. Vice 
Mayor LeMay stated that the funds are set aside incase unforeseen repairs are need. In the past year, several 
costly repairs have had to be made to the aging garbage truck.   
 
Mr. Whitaker asked if Council members would consider lowering taxes. Councilman Patton noted that the 
Town has lowered taxes before and at this time the Town has one of the lowest tax rates in the State of 
Virginia. 
 
Mr. Jerry Boothe, the Courthouse representative with the Board of Supervisors, noted that he was here to 
continue the open communication between the Board of Supervisors and Town Council. He wants Council to 
feel like they are included in the major project happening with in the County. He reminded Council of the 
VDOT pedestrian improvement meeting that will be held next Wednesday at the County Admin. Office from 
5:00pm to 7:00pm. He went on to state that he has several concerns with the project. Since the sidewalks are 
being moved back away from the intersection he doesn’t want that to eliminate any of the parking spaces 
along North Locust Street and West Main Street.  He is also concerned about the expansion of the sidewalks 
along side Farmers Supply at their loading area. VDOT needs to understand that the loading area cannot be 
eliminate because there is not where else for supplies and products to be unloaded. This would be a detriment 
to the business. 
 
Councilman Turner thanked Mr. Boothe for coming the meeting and his effort to keep Town Council in the 
loop on these projects.  
 
Mr. Boothe added that the County is working on a cluster development ordinance. The ordinance states that 
public water and sewer would need to be available to these developments because of this he feels that the 
Towns could have input on the ordinance. Mr. Boothe will keep council updated as the ordinance is drafted.  
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Councilman Patton thanked Mr. Boothe for attending the meeting and noted that he hopes Mr. Boothe with 
continue to come and update Council on matters that may directly affect the Town. 
 
Mr. Boothe stated that his hope is to attend at least one Town Council meeting a quarter. He continued by 
stating that he had asked VDOT to include everyone on pedestrian improvement and he has also requested 
the temporary painting of the pedestrian line be installed until construction of the improvement begins. He 
asked Council if there is any other sidewalks that may need improved.  
 
Councilman Patton asked if the County had discussed having sidewalks added to Rt 615 from Blue Ridge 
Apartments to Town. 
 
Mr. Boothe stated that in years past when that section of sidewalk was suggested it was recommended that 
sidewalks be added to connect the apartment property to Clearview Drive. During that discussion it was noted 
that some property would need to be acquired from land owners for the sidewalks. Which begged the 
question, “who would pay the landowners for the property?”  
 
Councilwoman Bingham pointed out that with the event of yesterdays school shooting a letter needs to be 
sent to the State and Federal government about gun control. 
 
Mr. Boothe stated that there needs to be middle ground between the political parties on these and other 
issues and not just obtain a vote based on the majority with the political party. 
 
Councilman Turner stated that the Council does not need to ensue on citizen rights without talking to them.  
Town Attorney Shortt added that the letter of action should not be specific with a resolution to the problem 
but just ask for action on the problem.  
 

Councilman Patton makes a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Bingham to have Town Attorney 
Shortt draft a resolution on a call for action on safety control. 

Councilman Patton-aye 
   Councilman Turner-aye 
   Vice Mayor LeMay-aye 
   Councilwoman Bingham-aye 

 
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION- 

A. Financials-   
Council members took a moment to review the month financials provided in their packets. Town 
Manager Cox stated that vehicle license tax bills will be mailed out March 1st and that the Town only 
has two delinquent real estate accounts. 

 
B. MS Education & Awareness Month Proclamation- 

Council members reviewed the proclamation. It was noted that the local advocate for our area is Ms. Toni 

Quesenberry and the March is multiple sclerosis awareness month. Town Manager Cox read the proclamation.  
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Councilman Patton makes a motion, seconded by Councilman Turner to adopt the proclamation as 
presented and proclaim the month of March 2018 as Multiple Sclerosis Education and Awareness 
Month. 

Councilman Patton-aye 
   Councilman Turner-aye 
   Vice Mayor LeMay-aye 
   Councilwoman Bingham-aye 

 
C. Board Appointments-  

a. PSA Board 
As Council knows Mr. Otis Howell had resigned for the PSA board. Advertisement for the open 
position ran in the Floyd Press for two weeks and no letters of interest for the position were 
received. Town Manager Cox asked for advisement from Town Attorney Shortt, does the 
position have to be filled by a Town of Floyd resident? Town Attorney Shortt asked for time to 
review the PSA Bylaws. 
 

b. Recreation Board 
Town Manager Cox received a letter of resignation from Mr. Doug Thompson, one of the Town 
representatives on the Recreation board. Town Manager Cox stated that the Recreation Board 
Bylaws were also conflicting as to weather or not the position should be held by a Town 
resident, she again asked for advisement from Town Attorney Shortt.  
 
Councilman Patton makes a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Bingham, to authorize Town 
Manager to advertise the vacancy on the Recreation Board. 

Councilman Patton-aye 
Councilman Turner-aye 
Vice Mayor LeMay-aye 
Councilwoman Bingham-aye 
 

Councilman Turner makes a motion, seconded by Councilman Patton, to authorize Town 
Manager Cox to advertise vacant board positions upon receiving a letter of resignation. 

Councilman Patton-aye 
Councilman Turner-aye 
Vice Mayor LeMay-aye 
Councilwoman Bingham-aye 

      
TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT-  
Town Manager Cox noted that Sheriff Brian Craig has reviewed the revisions to the Parking Ordinance and 
turned the ordinance over to Commonwealth’s Attorney Branscom for his review. 
 
Town Manager Cox stated that VDOT is completing their final review on the sidewalks project and they hope 
to have the review complete in the very near future. She went on to note the VDOT has a contract crew 
working on some sidewalk repairs and that there is a Bradford pear tree damaging a section of sidewalk along 
East Main St. VDOT has asked if the tree can be removed so the damage does not continue to happen. It was 
consensus of members that VDOT would remove the tree and repair the damaged section of sidewalk. 
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Town Manager Cox noted that the New River Valley Regional Commission (NRVRC) is working on GOVA grant 
application to fund a Small Business Development Center staff person to be utilized by New River Valley 
communities. The grant would require a 1 to 1 match of funds. The NRVRC is asking that the Town allocate 
$1,000 over two years for the grant.  
 

Councilman Patton makes a motion, seconded by Councilman Turner, to approve the allocation 
to the New River Valley Regional Commission for the GOVA grant. 

Councilman Patton-aye 
Councilman Turner-aye 
Vice Mayor LeMay-aye 
Councilwoman Bingham-aye 
 

As mentioned last month, Town Manager Cox has been working to get quotes on the replacement of public 
bathroom doors and locking system. Town Manager Cox received a quote on a higher grade commercial doors 
and manual locking system. The quote was for $17,500 for doors and locks. 
Council members felt the quotes seemed to be on the high side and asked Town Manager Cox to get multiple 
quotes. She will work to get those together by next months meeting.  
 
Town Manager Cox noted that she has been asked by the Governor’s school and by the ACCE program to offer 
unpaid internships to several local students. The student from the Governor’s school would work in the office 
on several projects 1 day a week for 3 hours over 8 weeks. The ACCE program student would help with public 
works for 40 hours. Councilmembers felt that the internships fall right in line with the changes in curriculum 
happening within the school system and were pleased by the chance for Town involvement.  

 
Councilman Patton makes a motion, seconded by Councilman Turner, to approve the internship 
through the Governor’s school and the ACCE program. 

Councilman Patton-aye 
Councilman Turner-aye 
Vice Mayor LeMay-aye 
Councilwoman Bingham-aye 

 
Town Manager Cox stated that the Park Committee is set to meet next Tuesday at 10:30am at the Town Office. 
Vice Mayor LeMay stated that a small play ground has been built off of Cambria Street in Christiansburg. He 
added that Town Manager Cox should reach out to them to see what the budget was on the park. Town 
Manager Cox noted that she has also received information from Mr. Eli Sharp at the New River Valley Regional 
Commission with contact information from other localities that have completed these types of projects 
recently.  
 
OTHER-  
Town Attorney Shortt stated that upon reviewing the set of bylaws for the Floyd-Floyd County PSA and the 
Floyd-Floyd County Recreation Board, there is no requirement in either set of bylaws that states the Town 
Council representative must be a Town resident.  
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Councilman Turner noted that one non-town resident had voiced interest in the position on the Floyd-Floyd 
County PSA however this person is working as a paid consultant at this time for the PSA. He feels that that 
would be a conflict of interest. Other council members felt the same.  
Town Manager Cox will advertise the two open positions in next week’s Floyd Press. 
 
Councilman Turner felt the members should begin thinking about list of proprieties and projects to be 
considered in the budget. 
 
Town Manager Cox noted that Mr. Mike Maslaney, Chairman of the Town Planning Commission and Ms. Aphi 
Fancon with the New River Planning District Commission will come to the March 1st Town Council meeting to 
update on the Comprehensive Plan progress.  
 
Councilman Turner stated that Joint Subcommittee group between the Town Council, Board of Supervisors, 
and the School Board plans to hold a meeting on March 21st at the FCHS library and will invite all members of 
these boards to attend.  
 
Mr. Jerry Boothe stated that the Floyd County Planning Commission will begin work on the County 
Comprehensive Plan over the next few months. He asked how the Town would like to be included and 
incorporated into the document.  Should the County Comprehensive Plan directly refer to the Town 
Comprehensive or just mirror it? Mr. Boothe will follow up with Town Council once the work begins. 
 
Councilman Turner noted that the building at the back of the park property had been torn down. Town 
Manager Cox added that the building had been torn down and that the County has let the Town borrow a roll 
off to remove the material.  
 
CLOSED SESSION- Not needed at this meeting. 
 
ADJOURNMENT-  
Councilman Patton makes a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Bingham, and unanimously carried, to 
adjourn until February 15, 2018 at 6:30 pm at the Floyd Town Hall. 
 
 
__________________________________         ______________________________________ 
Paul LeMay,Vice Mayor                    Katie Holfield, Town Clerk 


