
 

1 

 

FLOYD TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
W. SKIP BISHOP JR., TOWN HALL 

January 2, 2020 
6:30 P.M. 
MINUTES 

 
MEETING CALL TO ORDER – Mayor Griffin called the January 2, 2020 meeting of the Floyd Town 
Council to order. 
 
ROLL CALL –Vice Mayor Patton, Councilman Turner, Councilman Whitaker, Councilman Bond, 
Mayor Griffin, Town Attorney Shortt, Town Manager Cox and Town Clerk Holfield were present.  
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE- 
Mayor Griffin welcomed new councilman, Mr. David Whitaker and asked that he led those 
present in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
CITIZENS COMMENTS- 
Mr. Mike Maslaney commented that the sidewalks are looking great. 
 
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION- 

A. 2020 Reorganization 
a. Appointment of Vice Mayor-   

Councilman Whitaker makes a motion, seconded by Councilman Turner, to 
reappoint Councilman Patton as the 2020 Vice Mayor for the Floyd Town Council.  

   Vice Mayor Patton-abstain 
   Councilman Turner-aye 
   Councilman Whitaker-aye 
   Councilman Bond-aye 

  Mayor Griffin-aye 
 

b. Setting of Meeting Date & Time- 
Councilman Turner makes a motion, seconded by Vice Mayor Patton to hold the 
Floyd Town Council meetings the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of every month in the W. 
Skip Bishop Town Hall. Meetings held the months of January through May and 
September through December will be held at 6:30pm and meetings held the 
months of June through August will be held at 5:30pm. 

   Vice Mayor Patton-aye 
   Councilman Turner-aye 
   Councilman Whitaker-aye 
   Councilman Bond-aye 

  Mayor Griffin-aye 
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c. 2017 Holiday Schedule- The Council reviewed the holiday schedule provided.  
Vice Mayor Patton makes a motion, seconded by Councilman Bond to adopt the 
2020 State of Virginia holiday schedule as presented and honor any additional 
days given by the Governor. 

Vice Mayor Patton-aye 
   Councilman Turner-aye 
   Councilman Whitaker-aye 
   Councilman Bond-aye 

  Mayor Griffin-aye 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR- 

A. December 5th and December 19th minutes- Council reviewed the minutes provided.  
Councilman Whitaker stated that during the last meeting, Councilman LeMay stated 
that only 1/3 of Town residents voted in the last election, that fact is incorrect, 
according to the Voter Registers office, ½ of the register voters voted in the last election.  
 
Councilman Bond makes a motion, seconded by Vice Mayor Patton, to approve the 
December 5, 2019 and December 19, 2019 minutes.  

Vice Mayor Patton-aye 
   Councilman Turner-aye 
   Councilman Whitaker-abstain 
   Councilman Bond-aye 

  Mayor Griffin-aye 
    

ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION/ACTION- 
A. Warren G. Lineberry Park Use Policy 

Town Manager Cox provided council members with a draft park use policy. She 
explained that greyed sections of the draft are sections council members need to review 
and give town staff additional feedback. 
 
Councilman Whitaker asked if liability insurance is the reasonability of the applicant and 
if the damage deposit is refundable. Mayor Griffin noted that yes, the liability insurance 
is the reasonably of the applicant and the damage deposit is refundable if no damage 
occurs as a result of the event.  
 
Councilman Whitaker stated that the park should be more assessable, it should be easy 
and uncomplicated. When admission has been charged to an event in the park, how has 
the park been secured? Mayor Griffin stated that the only time admission has been 
charged for an event was a fire department event and the admission was based on a 
recommended donation. Vice Mayor Patton stated that the fire department was asked 
to allow everyone to enter regardless of donation because if a family that had no 
knowledge of the event brought their children to play in the park they should not be 
asked to pay for an event they didn’t intent to attend. It is a public park and should 
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always be assessable to everyone.  Councilman Whitaker added that he would like to 
see the park used more, it is a beautiful venue. Mayor Griffin noted that yes, it should 
be used more but council must have some structure for use of the park. 
 
Vice Mayor Patton noted that depending on the group the rental fee should be adjusted 
based on the size and type of event. Smaller groups, like church group should not be 
charged the same fee as a group hosting a large music event. Mayor Griffin stated that 
in that case a sliding scale could be used for the park rental fee.  
 
Members will discuss the draft policy at the next Town Council meeting, a final draft 
with changes will be reviewed the second meeting in February and final approval of the 
policy will be at the second meeting in March. 
 

B. Floyd County Chamber of Commerce Ex-Officio Board Seat 
At the last meeting Town Manager Cox presented council members with a letter from 
the Floyd Chamber of Commerce stating that bylaws of the Chamber were recently 
changed to create an ex-officio board seat for a representative from the Town of Floyd 
that is either a member of the Town Council or a member of the town staff. The person 
appointed would have all the rights and privileges of board membership (such as voting 
privileges) and no committee assignment or attendance expectations. This seat was 
created to foster a stronger relationship between the chamber and the local 
government. 
 
Mayor Griffin stated that the seat on the Chamber board would be a good way to know 
the comings and goings of businesses within the Town and could be a great benefit to 
Town Council. Town Attorney Shortt and Vice Mayor Patton voiced concerns regarding 
the appointee being a voting member of the Chamber board.  Town Attorney Shortt 
stated that most ex-officio seats do not have voting privileges and this could create a 
conflict. Mayor Griffin recommended that council members rotate attendance to the 
meeting and include town staff. Vice Mayor Patton added that town business owners 
who lease property have stated that they have no representation when they do not pay 
taxes in Town, this board seat may be a way to improve that perception.  
 
Councilman Turner stated that it may be best to have one appointed council member to 
the board and if at any point they are unable to attend one of the meetings. He can 
contact another council member or Town staff to attend in his place.  
 
Town Manager Cox will speak with Mr. John McEnhill, Executive Director of the 
Chamber, about Town Council’s concerns. She will report back on the matter at the next 
Town Council meeting.  
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C. USDA Rural Development Grant-Setting of Public Meeting Date 

Town Manager Cox noted that Town Council had talked about the USDA Rural 
Development Grant back in October, sharing that Floyd qualifies for additional funds for 
disaster relief from hurricane Florence and Michael. This would allow the Town to apply 
for up to $50,000 in grant funding for needs such as infrastructure and public works 
equipment, in normal cases only $25,000 in funds could be awarded. Town Council 
discussed using the $50,000 grant towards the purchase of a trash truck. Town Manager 
Cox has received a couple different quotes that have all come in around $160,000. She 
noted that in 2001 the Town paid around $85,000 for the current trash truck. It would 
be in the best interest of the Town to keep the current truck as a backup. 
 
Councilman Turner asked what style of trucks Town Manager Cox has quoted. Town 
Manager Cox noted that she quoted the same style of truck the Town currently has, a 
rear load truck. Councilman Turner voiced concerns about a rear load truck, most other 
localities are beginning to use side load trucks with the side lift for trash receptacles. 
Councilman Turner was concerned about being able to get parts for a rear load truck if 
everyone else is switching to a side load. However, if the Town switches to a different 
style of truck a specific type of trash receptacle must be used. Town Manager Cox stated 
that she will get some additional information from the companies that sent in quotes.  
 
As part of the grant requirements Town Council must hold a notice of intent and public 
hearing. The grant stipulations also require the Town to conduct an audit for each year 
they receive the grant funds through USDA Rural Development. Town Manager Cox 
explained that the Town would already be conducting an audit for the TEA-21 grant 
funds that have been awarded for the Town sidewalk project.  
 
Town Manager Cox shared the advertisement for the public hearing at last month’s 
Town Council meeting and included it in the meeting packet. She stated that the notice 
must be advertised in the Floyd Press 2 weeks prior to the public hearing.  
 

Vice Mayor Patton makes a motion, seconded by Councilman Bond, to hold the 
USDA Rural Development Grant notice of intent and public hearing on Thursday, 
February 6, 2019 at 6:30pm in W. Skip Bishop Town Hall.  

Vice Mayor Patton-aye 
   Councilman Turner-aye 
   Councilman Whitaker-aye 
   Councilman Bond-aye 

  Mayor Griffin-aye 
 

Town Council members reviewed the audit request for proposal document in the 
meeting packet. Town Manager Cox stated that an audit must be complete as part of 
the TEA-21 grant and as part of the USDA Rural Development grant if the funds are 



 

5 

 

awarded. Town Manager Cox noted that the request for proposal includes an option to 
renew for additional fiscal years if needed. 

 
Councilman Bond makes a motion, seconded by Councilman Whitaker, to 
authorize Town Manager Cox to advertise the request for proposal for audit 
services as presented. 

Vice Mayor Patton-aye 
   Councilman Turner-aye 
   Councilman Whitaker-aye 
   Councilman Bond-aye 

  Mayor Griffin-aye 
 

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT-  
Town Manager Cox updated that the sidewalk project seems to be moving along well. The 
storm water contractor has finished their portion of the project. Construction is continuing 
along East Oxford Street however there are several PSA lines that will need to be move before 
contractors can begin construction of the retaining wall at the corner of Tise Street and East 
Oxford Street. The sidewalk contractor may move back to Page Street and finish up the tie ends 
and ADA ramps if the PSA is not able move the lines next week. 
 
Vice Mayor Patton noted that with the new sidewalk placement at the corner of East Oxford 
Street and East Main Street it is hard to judge were the curbing is located. Can the Town paint 
the curbing? Town Manager Cox stated that she will talk with VDOT representatives to see if 
the Town can paint them and if so, what color they recommend. Vice Mayor Patton noted that 
water is also puddling at the corner of East Oxford Street and East Main Street. Town Manager 
Cox stated that that yes, that was an issue before the new sidewalk construction and is still a 
concern now. Mr. Andrew Hemmen with Draper Aden has emailed the VDOT maintenance 
department to get their recommendation on having the problem fixed.  
 
Town Manager Cox reminded council members of the VML events that will be held in January 
and February. The newly elected officials’ workshop will be held on January 10th.  
 
Town Manager Cox included a copy of the FISH newsletter in the meeting packet. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS-  
Councilman Whitaker asked to address the no parking sections located on South Locust Street 
at the Old Hensley Road intersection. People are always parked in the no parking lines. The 
purpose of the no parking area is for visibility. How does the Town enforce no parking areas? 
Mayor Griffin stated that this has come up many times. The Town has asked for the Sheriff’s 
office assistance with parking in Town, but he doesn’t know of any tickets that have been 
issued. Mayor Griffin noted that in the past we have talked with the landowner that was 
parking in the no parking area, they were responsive to the conversation, but it seems they 
have fallen back into bad habits.  
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Councilman Whitaker asked if there is a parking space in front of the old Harvest Moon? 
Councilman Bond stated that yes, there is a space there. Councilman Turner noted that at one 
time Town Council had created a committee to work on changes to the Town parking ordinance. 
Town Manager Cox stated that yes, there was a committee working on changes, both Town 
Council members that served on that committee are no longer on Council. The committee 
drafted a document of recommended changes and they were sent to Sheriff Craig and 
Commonwealth Attorney Branscom for their review and they did not respond with any 
comments. Town Manager Cox continued by stating that the Town Planning Commission is 
currently reviewing the Town Zoning Ordinance which includes the Parking Ordinance. It is her 
hope that they will review the Parking Ordinance, if time allows. Mayor Griffin suggested that 
Town Manager Cox contact Sheriff Craig and set up a time to meet and discuss the matter.  
  
Councilman Patton voiced concerns about the flaggers that were directing traffic during the 
house fire on Monday night. The flagger on East Main Street did not intent to let him into a 
business location until he put down his window and told him where he intended to go. Vice 
Mayor Patton thinks that the Town needs to give a bit more attention to the people who are 
flagging traffic in Town and make sure they understand how to flag and what they are supposed 
to be doing. He knows that there were multiple departments between the Sheriff’s office and 
fire stations flagging but they didn’t need to flag someone away from a local business.   
 
Town Manager Cox stated that Monday night during the fire East Main Street was partial shut 
down and the sidewalk contractors had already planned to have East Oxford Street closed for 
additional stormwater repairs. She felt like there was a bit of confusion as to the direction and 
roads the cars should be routed through. The flagger on East Main Street at the location 
Councilman Patton noted was the sidewalk contractor foreman, Mr. Kelly Reid. She stated that 
it wasn’t his intent to route Councilman Patton away from the business, he was just trying to 
route traffic as best he could due to the fire.   
 
Councilman Patton asked to review the board appointments and committee sheet that was 
provided in the meeting packet. There are several vacancies that need to be filled.  
 

Vice Mayor Patton makes a motion, seconded by Councilman Turner, to appoint 
Councilman Whitaker to the Town Beautification & Community Development 
committee and Councilman Bond to the Budget & Finance committee. 

Vice Mayor Patton-aye 
   Councilman Turner-aye 
   Councilman Whitaker-aye 
   Councilman Bond-aye 

  Mayor Griffin-aye 
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Vice Mayor Patton makes a motion, seconded by Councilman Turner, to appoint 
Councilman Whitaker to the New River Community Action Board to fill the 
unexpired term ending June 2021. 

Vice Mayor Patton-aye 
   Councilman Turner-aye 
   Councilman Whitaker-aye 
   Councilman Bond-aye 

  Mayor Griffin-aye 
 

Mayor Griffin stated that he has resigned from his position on the Jacksonville Burial Ground 
Board of Trustees. Councilman Bond stated that the Board of Trustees plans to meet in the 
coming weeks, and he will bring their new member recommendation to Town Council once 
they have met.  
 
Councilman Bond asked if Town Manager Cox had received a quote from Mr. Thomas France 
for computer services. Town Manager Cox stated she has meet with Mr. France and he plans to 
have her a quote next week, he has been out of town for the holidays. 
 
Councilman Bond commended Town Council for proceeding with improvement to drainage at 
the corner of Howell Alley and Easy Oxford Street. He witnessed a vehicle in the drainage ditch 
at the location over the holidays and it seems to be a reoccurring problem after speaking with 
the homeowner beside the road and with Mr. Tommy Bell, who owns the local wrecker service 
in Town. Town Manager Cox updated that Draper Aden is still working on the new drainage 
plans and survey at that location. She hopes to have it back soon and Council can discuss the 
construction price once the contractor has the new plans. Vice Mayor Patton added that the 
reason for the initial approval of the improvement was to save the Town money since the 
contractors are already here. Once the price comes back from the contractor there will only be 
two options, bite the bullet and complete the work or close the road because of safety before 
someone gets hurt. 
 
Mayor Griffin asked what the Town’s responsibility is regarding the structure fire on East Main 
Street. Town Manager Cox stated that it becomes the responsibility of the landowner. The 
building official can step in and condemn the structure for being unsafe. Town Manager Cox will 
reach out to Mr. Mark Bolt the Building Official and Ms. Anne McGuinness, the property owner 
to see what the next course of action will be, and she will report back to council members once 
she has spoken with them. 
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CLOSED SESSION- 
Vice Mayor Patton makes a motion, seconded by Councilman Bond, to go into closed session 
for discussion of delinquent taxes with consultation of legal counsel 2.2-3711, Paragraph A. 
Section 7, Consultation with legal counsel and briefing by staff members or consultants 
pertaining to actual or probable litigation, where such consultation or briefing in open meeting 
would adversely affect the negotiating or litigating posture of the public body. 

Vice Mayor Patton-aye 
Councilman Turner—aye 

   Councilman Whitaker—aye 
   Councilman Bond—aye 
   Mayor Griffin—aye 
 
Vice Mayor Patton makes a motion, seconded by Councilman Whitaker, and unanimously 
carried; it was resolved to come out of closed session. 

Vice Mayor Patton-aye 
Councilman Turner—aye 

   Councilman Whitaker—aye 
   Councilman Bond—aye 
   Mayor Griffin—aye 
 

CERTIFICATION RESOLUTION 
WHEREAS, this Council convened in a closed meeting on this date pursuant to an affirmative 
recorded vote on the motion to close the meeting to discussion of pay rates for staff under 
personnel Section 2.2-3711, Paragraph A. Section 1, Discussion, consideration, or interviews of 
prospective candidates for employment; assignment, appointment, promotion, performance, 
demotion, salaries, disciplining, or resignation of specific public officers, appointees, or 
employees of any public body; and evaluation of performance of departments or schools of 
public institutions of higher education where such evaluation will necessarily involve discussion 
of the performance of specific individuals in accordance with Section 2.2-3711, Paragraph A.1 
of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; 
 
WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by the Council that 
such closed meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law; 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council hereby certifies that, to the best of each 
member’s knowledge (1) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting 
requirements under the Virginia Freedom of Information Act were heard, discussed or 
considered in the closed meeting to which this certification applies; and (2) only such public 
business matters as were identified in the motion by which the closed meeting was convened 
were heard, discussed or considered in the meeting to which this certification applies. 

Vice Mayor Patton-aye 
Councilman Turner—aye 

   Councilman Whitaker—aye 
   Councilman Bond—aye 
   Mayor Griffin—aye 
This Certification Resolution was adopted. 
 
ADJOURNMENT- 
Councilman Whitaker makes a motion, seconded by Councilman Bond, and unanimously carried, 
to adjourn until January 16, 2020 at 6:30 pm at the Floyd Town Hall. 
 
 
__________________________________         ______________________________________ 
William R. Griffin, Mayor                    Katie Holfield, Town Clerk 


