
 

 

FLOYD TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
W. SKIP BISHOP JR., TOWN HALL 

January 16, 2020  
6:30 P.M. 
MINUTES 

 
MEETING CALL TO ORDER – Mayor Griffin called the January 16, 2020 meeting of the Floyd Town 
Council to order. 
 
ROLL CALL –Vice Mayor Patton, Councilman Turner, Councilman Whitaker, Councilman Bond, Mayor 
Griffin, and Town Manager Cox were present.  
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE- 
Councilman Whitaker led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
CITIZENS COMMENTS-  
None. 
 
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION- 

A. Financials-  
Councilmembers reviewed the monthly financials included in their packets. 
 
Town Manager Cox made the Councilmen aware that one of the Certificates of Deposit was set 
to expire on February 3rd.  She will be bringing rates and options to Council at the first meeting 
in February. 
 
Mayor Griffin made note of the memo Town Manager Cox started including with the financial 
packet.   
 

B. Warren G. Lineberry Park Use Policy- 
Council discussed the first draft of the Warren G. Lineberry Park Policy.  Councilman Turner 
stated he would like to take the time to really discuss the policy, especially the vending section.  
Councilman Whitaker agreed and stated he would like to see artist be able to sell t-shirts, CDs, 
photos and such during music events.  Councilman Whitaker also noted that during last years 
folk festival it would have been nice to allow instrument makers to display and sale their 
handmade instruments.  
 
Mayor Griffin asked what the Council’s thoughts were on allowing food vendors.  Councilman 
Whitaker stated that he would like to see local food vendors during the events.  Councilman 
Turner talked about designating a vending area in the Warren G. Lineberry Park, and possibly 
using the sides of the property by the playground, making sure not to obstruct the view of the 
main event.  Mayor Griffin stated he liked the idea of using the back half of the property for 
vending.  Councilman Turner proposed that water and electric may be a problem for some of 
those vendors if we designate an area to far away from the main stage.  Councilman Whitaker 
noted that certain businesses benefit more from our concert series than other and he would 



 

 

like to see us open up the vending to more people.  Mayor Griffin thought the Council should 
stay away from approving the individual vendor/business and require the applicant to provide 
the vendor information.  Councilman Turner wanted to make sure we were getting enough 
information on the vendor to ensure they have a business license and are compliant on other 
town requirements.  Mayor Griffin reiterated to make the applicant provide the information 
about the vendor and to possibly give them a layout of the Park as a part of the application so 
the applicant can layout where everything will be during the event. 
 
Vice-Mayor Patton noted he would be more inclined to support a local vendor than to support 
something that would bring products from outside of Floyd.  Councilman Whitaker suggested 
the possibility of asking for pictures of the products vendors will be selling to not duplicate 
products that are already being sold by businesses in town.  Vice-Mayor Patton noted the 
application we received last year where vending was desired didn’t have a plan of what the 
event would allow to be sold during the event.  Vice-Mayor Patton sited art as a good example 
should we allow art sales in the Park, it would potentially hurt our local brick and mortar 
businesses.  Councilman Turner also stated that events in the Park could also benefit our local 
shops if they advertised correctly prior to the event.  Councilman Turner noted that we could 
possibly encourage the applicant to reach out to our local vendors when looking for their 
events.   
 
Mayor Griffin reminded everyone that they intended of revising the policy was to increase the 
use of the Warren G. Lineberry Park.  We wouldn’t want to dissuade anyone from using the 
Park.  Councilman Bond asked for an explanation behind the original policy of no vending in the 
Park.  Town Attorney Shortt explained that Council did not want the Park used as a marketplace.  
Councilman Turner stated this is a policy that can be amended as we go.  Mayor Griffin 
suggested reaching out to the applicants after we have put the new policy in the place to see 
what their suggestions on changes or processes to make it better might be. 
 
Councilman Turner continued to go through each section of the draft policy.  Mayor Griffin 
asked if Council had considered what the capacity of the Warren G. Lineberry Park may be.  
Councilman Turner suggested talking to the Building Official or the Fire Marshall.  Town 
Manager Cox stated she had talked with the Building Official and there are no limits on an 
outdoor event.  Councilman Turner reiterated that we need to determine a capacity.  Council 
suggested talking with Dylan Locke, producer for the Small Town Summer events to see if he 
had any suggestions on how to determine a capacity for the Park based on the number of 
patron seen during some of the Town sponsored events.  Council also asked that Town 
Manager Cox talk with Mr. Locke about the concept of creating a designated area for vendors. 
 
Vice-Mayor Patton asked if the insurance required would cover any damage to the Park should 
a rainstorm come and there was damage to the grounds while trying to get food trucks or 
vendors out of the Park.  Town Attorney Shortt stated the liability insurance required should 
cover the damage.   
 



 

 

Councilman Whitaker posed the question about what we will do when we are faced with an 
application we don’t know how to handle.  Mayor Griffin responded that it will be good and we 
will continue to work on our policies as the Warren G. Lineberry Park evolves. 
 

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT-  
Town Manager Cox asked the Council if they had given any more thought to the appointment of a 
member to the ex-officio seat on the Chamber of Commerce.  Town Manager Cox stated she had 
talked with Chamber Executive Director McEnhill about the Council’s concerns from the earlier January 
meeting.  Director McEnhill stated that under Roberts Rules of Order an ex-officio member would have 
the ability to vote and if they felt a conflict arose, they would have the ability to abstain from voting.  
Councilman Bond said he felt the perception of the people would be that if a member of Council voted 
on a Chamber matter that they would be supporting that issue at hand.  Vice-Mayor Patton pointed 
out that an abstention vote still goes with the majority under Roberts Rules of Order.  Councilman 
Whitaker felt that by being a voting member, there could be conflicts of interest that arise. 
 
Town Manager Cox stated that we received two quotes for IT services.  The Council requested Town 
Manger Cox to work on a list of services to be provided and ask both companies to resubmit based on 
the list of services the Town needs. 
 
Town Manager Cox stated there was a need to hold a Public Hearing for the transfer of land at the 
Floyd County Recreation Park to the County of Floyd.   
 
Councilman Turner makes a motion, seconded by Councilman Bond, to advertise the necessary public 
hearing for the transfer of property on February 6, 2020. 

   Vice Mayor Patton—aye 
Councilman Turner—aye 

   Councilman Whitaker—aye  
   Councilman Bond—aye  
   Mayor Griffin—aye 

 
 
OTHER BUSINESS-  
Vice-Mayor Patton asked Town Manager Cox for an update on the Memorandum of Understanding 
with the Gardner’s for the use of the parking lot in exchange for the wider entrance as part of the 
Heritage Pathways Project.  Town Manager Cox stated she had not been able to move forward on this 
matter. 
 
Vice-Mayor asked Mayor Griffin to update the rest of Council on the Town Hall proposals received.  
Mayor Griffin stated we opened the proposals from two companies.  We realized that our vision may 
have been a little bigger than what we need for the building.  We looked at the practicality of creating 
a master plan for the space and cost of doing so.  The committee decided to solicit quotes on adding a 
bathroom to the Town Hall, closing in the existing staircase, creating a policy for Closed Sessions that 
would allow the group to continue to go to the Town Offices, and looking at the stormwater needs of 
the land we have here by re-pitching the parking lot and driveway.  Mayor Griffin stated we felt it 
would be best to spend the money here instead of spending the funds on creating a plan.  Councilman 



 

 

Turner stated we needed to contact the Building Official to ensure we can do what we want to do 
within the building before we start getting quotes. 
 
Councilman Whitaker asked again what the Council could do about illegal parking around Old Hensley 
Road.  He stated illegal parking is especially bad on the weekends and no one is paying attention to the 
measures in place that mark the spaces as no parking.  
 
CLOSED SESSION- 
Councilman Turner makes a motion, seconded by Councilman Bond, to go into closed session for 

Section 2.2-3711, Paragraph A. Section 7, Consultation with legal counsel and briefings by staff 

members or consultants pertaining to actual or probable litigation, where such consultation or briefing 

in open meeting would adversely affect the negotiating or litigating posture of the public body to 

discuss the Tourism Development Council.   

   Vice Mayor Patton—aye 
Councilman Turner—aye 

   Councilman Whitaker—aye 
   Councilman Bond—aye  
   Mayor Griffin—aye 

 

Councilman Whitaker makes a motion, seconded by Vice-Mayor Patton, and unanimously carried; it 
was resolved to come out of closed session. 

Vice Mayor Patton—aye 
Councilman Turner—aye 

   Councilman Whitaker—aye 
   Councilman Bond—aye  
   Mayor Griffin—aye 

 
CERTIFICATION RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS, this Council convened in a closed meeting on this date pursuant to an affirmative recorded 

vote on the motion to close the meeting for the consultation with legal counsel and briefings by staff 

members or consultants pertaining to actual or probable litigation, where such consultation or briefing 

in open meeting would adversely affect the negotiating or litigating posture of the public body. For the 

purposes of this subdivision, "probable litigation" means litigation that has been specifically threatened 

or on which the public body or its legal counsel has a reasonable basis to believe will be commenced by 

or against a known party. Nothing in this subdivision shall be construed to permit the closure of a 

meeting merely because an attorney representing the public body is in attendance or is consulted on a 

matter.in accordance with Section 2.2-3711, Paragraph A.7 of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; 

WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by the Council that such 
closed meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law; 
 



 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council hereby certifies that, to the best of each member’s 
knowledge (1) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements under 
the Virginia Freedom of Information Act were heard, discussed or considered in the closed meeting to 
which this certification applies; and (2) only such public business matters as were identified in the 
motion by which the closed meeting was convened were heard, discussed or considered in the 
meeting to which this certification applies. 

Vice Mayor Patton—aye 
Councilman Turner—aye 

   Councilman Whitaker—aye 
   Councilman Bond—aye  
   Mayor Griffin—aye 

 
This Certification Resolution was adopted. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT- 
Councilman Bond makes a motion, seconded by Councilman Whitaker, and unanimously carried, to 
adjourn until February 6, 2020 at 6:30 pm at the Floyd Town Hall. 
 
 
__________________________________         ______________________________________ 
William R. Griffin, Mayor                    Kayla W. Cox, Town Manager 


