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FLOYD TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
W. SKIP BISHOP JR., TOWN HALL 

May 7, 2020 
6:30 P.M. 
MINUTES 

 
MEETING CALL TO ORDER – Mayor Griffin called the May 7, 2020 meeting of the Floyd Town Council to 
order. 
 

ROLL CALL –Vice Mayor Patton, Councilman Turner, Councilman Whitaker, Councilman Bond, Mayor 
Griffin, Town Attorney Shortt (present via Zoom meeting), Town Manager Cox and Town Clerk Holfield 
were present.  
 
Councilman Whitaker asked for a moment of prayer in honor of National Prayer Day and due to the 
conditions in our country surrounding the Coronavirus pandemic. Members observed a silent moment 
of prayer. 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE- 
Vice Mayor Patton led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR- 
A. March 5th and March 19th minutes- Council reviewed the minutes provided in their packets. 

Vice Mayor Patton recommenced that the following changes be made to the minutes. 

• April 2nd; Page 2, paragraph 7, spelling correction “definitely” 

• April 2nd; Page 4, paragraph 7, the paragraph needs clarification. Was this reflected in 
the previous minutes? 

• April 16th, Page 1, paragraph 3 under Financials, spelling correction “relief” 

• April 16th, Page 2, does the amnesty program need to be explained or was it reflected in 
previous minutes? Members were in consensus that no additional clarification was 
needed. The amnesty program was approved by a motion of Town Council at the March 
19, 2020 Town Council meeting. 

• April 16th, Page 4, last paragraph, seems to be a contradiction and needs to be restated 
or needs clarification. 

• April 16th, Page 5, paragraph 1 under Reading of Submitted Public Comments, Town 
Attorney Shortt’s comments, was this discussed at a previous meeting and was it 
reflected in the previous minutes? Members were in consensus that it was discussed at 
a previous meeting but it may not have made it into the minutes since no action was 
taken on the matter. 
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Councilman Whitaker makes a motion, seconded by Councilman Bond, to approve the April 2, 
2020 and April 16, 2020 minutes as amended.  

Councilman Turner-aye 
   Councilman Whitaker-aye 
   Councilman Bond-aye 

Vice Mayor Patton-aye 
  Mayor Griffin-aye 

  
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION- 

A. Heritage Pathways Sidewalk 
Town Manager Cox stated that the sidewalk project is very closed to completion. A tentative 
completion date has been set for May 22nd. The contractor will be finishing up concrete work 
next week before finishing the paving work the following week. The fence at Clark Gas and Oil 
will be completed tomorrow. Town Manager Cox stated that once the project is complete a 
final punch list of items will be gathered during the final walkthrough. The contractor will then 
get a few weeks to complete that punch list. 
 
Councilman Turner stated that he had been asked about drainage and construction near 
Gardner Funeral Home.  Town Manager Cox noted that there is still work and grate installation 
that needs to be completed at that location to tie the drain into the storm water system.  

 
TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT-  
Council members discussed the “Resolution Urging Governor Northam to Reopen the Commonwealth 
Regionally” that was drafted by the County of Giles. The resolution was shared with Town Manager 
Cox during one of her weekly meetings between the local managers and administrators of the New 
River Valley in hopes that towns and counties in the New River Valley would adopt a similar resolution 
to send to Governor Northam. Town Manager Cox stated that the Board of Supervisors will be 
discussing the same resolution at their next meeting on Tuesday, May 12th.  
 
Councilman Whitaker was in favor of resolution to open regionally but asked why the Town would 
need to adopt the resolution, if the County chooses not to adopt an ordinance to open regionally, what 
grounds would the Town have?  Mayor Griffin noted that he was thankful for the actions that were 
taken early on when the pandemic hit Northern Virginia. He thinks that those actions helped 
Southwest Virginia in the end. However, now that other surrounding states such as North Carolina and 
Tennessee are easing their restrictions it’s going to be hard to keep people from traveling. A regional 
approach maybe best in this case. He stated that he is still cautiously optimistic about the current 
situation.  
 
Councilman Turner stated that the Governor is considering allowing local government some control 
over how they plan to open their area back up. Council discussed the levels of government pertaining 
to the resolution. Is there any point for the Town to adopt this resolution, if in the end, the Town has 
no final say over what the County decides to take action on. Councilman Turner stated that he hopes 
the County would ask from input from the Town before adopting the resolution. Mayor Griffin noted 
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that this would a good opportunity for the Town and County to work together. Vice Mayor Patton 
suggested that council move on to the next item. 
 
Town Manager Cox received a request from Mr. Gary Sherman asking to park his antique fire truck at 
several locations in town next Monday and Tuesday with a banner honoring essential workers. Town 
Manager noted that the banner meets the Town sign ordinance and the truck will be parked on private 
property. 
 
Town Manager Cox noted that she is working with Mrs. Lydeana Martin, Floyd County Community and 
Economic Development Director, Mrs. Pat Sharkey, Floyd County Tourism Director and Mr. John 
McEnhill, Floyd Chamber Director on a next step business survey to gage business needs during and 
after the COVID-19 pandemic. The survey was emailed out at lunch time today and 51 responses have 
already been received. The survey was emailed to the Town business license email list by Town 
Manager Cox, the economic development list by Mrs. Martin, the tourism list by Mrs. Sharkey and the 
chamber member list by Mr. McEnhill. Survey results are due back by Tuesday, May 12th at noon. Vice 
Mayor Patton voiced concerns about the results being shared with County officials before Council. He 
stated that he didn’t want the Town playing second fiddle. Councilman Turner asked if the survey 
information was in the Floyd Press that was released today. Town Manager Cox stated that the survey 
information in the article in today’s paper was a survey sent out by Mrs. Martin and Mrs. Sharkey in 
regard to state and federal assistance that is available to businesses. Town Manager Cox was not  
included in the planning of that survey. Councilman Bond asked if the survey results could be sorted to 
see only Town businesses. Staff noted that once the survey is complete is could be reviewed and split 
into Town and County businesses. 
 
Town Manager Cox stated that the New River Valley Public Health Task Force released it’s Working 
Smart. Working Safe. Guidebook this afternoon. The guidebook provides critical information to local 
businesses owners to help them prepare to re-open their operations. This guidebook will be shared on 
the Town’s website. 
 
Town Manager Cox reviewed the Virginia Risk Sharing Association (VRSA) Annual Insurance proposal 
that was provided in Council members packets. Town Manager Cox stated that there is a slight change 
in the insurance coverage this year. In the past Cyber Liability has been included in the overall policy 
coverage, however this year, VRSA has added Cyber Liability as an add on to the policy and increased 
the coverage from $1,000,000 dollars per occurrence to $2,000,000 dollars per occurrence. Town 
Manager Cox noted that our VRSA representative stated that cyber security is evolving daily and cyber 
theft is only going to get worse, it is best to be as proactive as possible. Town Manager Cox stated that 
even with the additional cost of cyber liability as an add on the policy is still cheaper than last year. 
Town Manager Cox recommended adding the cyber liability coverage and increasing the excess 
coverage of the overall policy from $2,000,000 to $3,000,000. The total annual policy premium would 
be $11,708 an increase of $65.00 from the previous year. 
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Vice Mayor Patton makes a motion, seconded by Councilman Whitaker, to approve the annual 
Virginia Risk Sharing Association insurance renewal for July 1, 2020 through June 30, 2021 in 
the amount of $11,708. The renewal includes the add on of Cyber Liability coverage in the 
amount of $2,000,000 per occurrence and increase of excess coverage from $2,000,000 to 
$3,000,000. 

Councilman Turner-aye 
   Councilman Whitaker-aye 
   Councilman Bond-aye 

Vice Mayor Patton-aye 
  Mayor Griffin-aye 

 
Town Manager Cox presented members with an updated computer maintenance and cyber security 
proposal from Kiser Computer Consulting. This proposal includes maintenance of the Floyd-Floyd 
County Public Service Authority’s (PSA) computer. The cost of the proposal is $300 per month, this 
would include all computer maintenance, cyber security, website hosting and file storage up to 50 
gigabyte. The only cost outside of the contracted price with Kiser Computer Consulting would be the 
replacement of PCs, monitors and equipment. Town Manager Cox stated that money is set aside in 
capital improvements each years for equipment replacement. It was suggested that the PSA could pay 
1/3 of the month cost for services.  
 

Councilman Bond makes a motion, seconded by Vice Mayor Patton, to approve the proposal 
presented by Kiser Computer Consulting in the amount of $300 monthly contingent on the 
Floyd-Floyd County Public Service Authority paying 1/3 ($100) of the month cost.  

Councilman Turner-aye 
   Councilman Whitaker-aye 
   Councilman Bond-aye 

Vice Mayor Patton-aye 
  Mayor Griffin-aye 

 
Town Manager Cox stated that most of the organizations that had requested donations have 
submitted additional information in the form of PowerPoints presentations and videos. Those 
presentations have all been loaded into the council section of the iPads. Mayor Griffin stated that 
council members should review the donation requests and be ready to discuss them at the next Town 
Council meeting. Council members briefly  discussed the 4th of July Celebration and if the event would 
still be held this year. Town Manager Cox stated that she has spoken with Mrs. Susan Leonard member 
of the Floyd Merchants and Businessmen’s Association, Mrs. Leonard is still unsure of the plan for the 
event this year, she is going to speak with Mr. Kevin Sowers, Floyd County Emergency Management 
Coordinator, to decide what the best course of action will be.  
 
Town Manager Cox reminded council members that the Town Council meetings for the month of June, 
July and August are set for 5:30pm instead of 6:30pm because of the Small Town Summer events. This 
decision was made at the reorganization meeting in January. If council would like to move the 
meetings back to the 6:30pm time since the Small Town Summer events have been cancelled because 
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of the COVID pandemic, action would need to be taken by council and it would need to be re-
advertised in the Floyd Press. Councilman Bond stated that June should be left at 5:30pm because 
additional time will be needed to discuss the budget. Town Manager Cox stated that council can 
discuss the time change again at the end of June to decide if they would like to keep the 5:30pm 
meeting time for the months of July and August. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS-  
Councilman Bond asked if there was an update on the Facebook fiber project that was set to be 
installed along East Oxford Street. Town Manager Cox stated that last mention of the project was in an 
email that she received over a month ago from MMI, the fiber contractor. The crew wanted to start 
installation the week following the email however our sidewalk contractor was working in the area the 
following week and both projects could not be going on at the same time without closing East Oxford 
Street completely.  
 
Vice Mayor Patton asked who got to pick the design of the new pedestrian posts and lights being 
installed at the stoplight in town. Town Manager Cox stated that she didn’t get input in the process or 
the design that was chosen, she assumes that the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) got 
the say since it was their project. Town Manager Cox continued by stating that she did ask VDOT for a 
copy of design plans so the Town can match the design at a later time if we want to install more lights 
and use the same design. Vice Mayor Patton asked is VDOT was aware that the Town has streetscape 
plan. Town Manager Cox stated that she is not sure if VDOT knows that or not but she would have 
shared the information with VDOT had she be involved in the project.   
 
Vice Mayor Patton stated that his corrections and comments on the meeting minutes come from his 
background with the newspaper. He appreciates the effort, council gets great minutes and gets them 
quickly. 
 
CLOSED SESSION- 
Vice Mayor Patton makes a motion, seconded by Councilman Whitaker, to go into closed session for 
discussion of the contract with the agreement for law enforcement services with consultation of legal 
counsel 2.2-3711, Paragraph A. Section 8, Consultation with legal counsel employed or retained by a 
public body regarding specific legal matters requiring the provision of legal advice by such counsel. 
Nothing in this subdivision shall be construed to permit the closure of a meeting merely because an 
attorney representing the public body is in attendance or is consulted on a matter. 

Vice Mayor Patton-aye 
Councilman Turner—aye 

   Councilman Whitaker—aye 
   Councilman Bond—aye 
   Mayor Griffin—aye 
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Vice Mayor Patton makes a motion, seconded by Councilman Whitaker, and unanimously carried; it 
was resolved to come out of closed session. 

Vice Mayor Patton-aye 
Councilman Turner—aye 

   Councilman Whitaker—aye 
   Councilman Bond—aye 
   Mayor Griffin—aye 
 

CERTIFICATION RESOLUTION 
WHEREAS, this Council convened in a closed meeting on this date pursuant to an affirmative recorded 
vote on the motion to close the meeting to discussion of pay rates for staff under personnel Section 
2.2-3711, Paragraph A. Section 1 Section 8, Consultation with legal counsel employed or retained by a 
public body regarding specific legal matters requiring the provision of legal advice by such counsel. 
Nothing in this subdivision shall be construed to permit the closure of a meeting merely because an 
attorney representing the public body is in attendance or is consulted on a matter. 
with Section 2.2-3711, Paragraph A.1 of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; 
 
WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by the Council that such 
closed meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council hereby certifies that, to the best of each member’s 
knowledge (1) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements under 
the Virginia Freedom of Information Act were heard, discussed or considered in the closed meeting to 
which this certification applies; and (2) only such public business matters as were identified in the 
motion by which the closed meeting was convened were heard, discussed or considered in the 
meeting to which this certification applies. 

Vice Mayor Patton-aye 
Councilman Turner—aye 

   Councilman Whitaker—aye 
   Councilman Bond—aye 
   Mayor Griffin—aye 
This Certification Resolution was adopted. 
 
ADJOURNMENT- 
Vice Mayor Patton makes a motion, seconded by Councilman Bond, and unanimously carried, to 
adjourn until May 21, 2020 at 6:30 pm at the Floyd Town Hall. 
 
 
__________________________________         ______________________________________ 
Will Griffin, Mayor                     Katie Holfield, Town Clerk 


