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FLOYD TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
W. SKIP BISHOP JR., TOWN HALL 

June 18, 2020 
5:30 P.M. 
MINUTES 

 
MEETING CALL TO ORDER – Mayor Griffin called the June 18, 2020 meeting of the Floyd Town Council 
to order. 
 

ROLL CALL –Vice Mayor Patton, Councilman Whitaker, Councilman Bond, Mayor Griffin, Town Attorney 
Shortt, Town Manager Cox and Town Clerk Holfield were present. Councilman Turner was absent. 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE- 
Councilman Whitaker led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT-  
None 
 

ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION- 
A. Financials 

Members reviewed the financials that were provided in their packets. Town Manager Cox 
included a graph for meals and lodging tax that illustrated the decrease in numbers over the 
past few months due to the COVID-19 pandemic.   
 
Vice Mayor makes a motion, seconded by Councilman Bond, to approve the May 2020 
financials as presented. 

Councilman Turner-absent 
   Councilman Whitaker-aye 
   Councilman Bond-aye 

Vice Mayor Patton-aye 
  Mayor Griffin-aye 

  
Town Manager Cox stated that she tried reaching out to Mr. Bradley Sheppard, the owner of 
Blue Ridge Diner, by email and phone to discuss a payment plan for his past due meals tax for 
Blue Ridge Diner. Mr. Sheppard did not respond to either means of communication. It was 
consensus of council members for Town Manager Cox to send Mr. Sheppard a certified letter 
offering to set up a payment plan for the past due meals tax for Blue Ridge Diner. Town 
Manager Cox will also send Mr. Sheppard another email prior to mailing the certified letter.  
 

B. CARES Act Funds 
Town Manager Cox stated that the Town received $38,821.20 in CARES Funds. The funds were 
received on June 05, 2020 and must be used by December 31, 2020. Town Manager Cox 
presented council members with a list of items that could be covered and paid for by the CARES 
funds. The items were broken into the following categories: Items Approved and Implemented, 
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Items that Need Approval and Items for Consideration. Town Manager Cox stated that the 
items for consideration could be prioritized at a later time once council members have chance 
to review the list. When reviewing the items that need approval, Town Manager Cox stated that 
she received quotes for two cleaning companies in Floyd for the daily cleaning of the public 
restroom, weekly cleaning of the town office and monthly cleaning of Town Hall. Council 
members requested that Town Manager Cox receive a copy of the proof of insurance from the 
approved cleaning company as well as a signed contract. 
 

Vice Mayor Patton makes a motion, seconded by Councilman Bond, to approve the 
quote in the amount not to exceed $6,300 for cleaning service with Carla’s Cleaning 
Service through December 31, 2020. 

Councilman Turner-absent 
   Councilman Whitaker-aye 
   Councilman Bond-aye 

Vice Mayor Patton-aye 
  Mayor Griffin-aye 

  
Council members continued by discussing the additional items on the list, laptop purchase for 
teleworking, Town office window modification and HVAC duct cleaning and air purification 
system.  
 

Vice Mayor Patton makes a motion, seconded by Councilman Whitaker, to approve the 
purchase of a laptop in the amount not to exceed $1,650.00 for the Town Treasurer. 

Councilman Turner-absent 
   Councilman Whitaker-aye 
   Councilman Bond-aye 

Vice Mayor Patton-aye 
  Mayor Griffin-aye 

  
Town Manager Cox stated that the window modification would allow staff to accept payments 
without patrons enter the Town office building. The modification is estimated to cost around 
$375, $275 for the window and $100 installation. It was consensus of council members for 
Town staff to proceed with the window modification. Council members felt that the HVAC unit 
should be cleaned prior to having an air purification system for the best benefit of the system. 
 

Vice Mayor Patton makes a motion, seconded by Councilman Whitaker, to approve the 
HVAC duct cleaning and air purification system installation not to exceed $1,600.00. 

Councilman Turner-absent 
   Councilman Whitaker-aye 
   Councilman Bond-aye 

Vice Mayor Patton-aye 
  Mayor Griffin-aye 
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Vice Mayor Patton stated that council should give some thought to providing hazard pay to 
volunteers of the fire department and the rescue squad. The volunteers are on the front line 
just like the paid staff is and they should know that their work is appreciated. 
 
Town Manager Cox stated that she had talked with Mrs. Terri Morris, County Administrator, 
about the CARES funds the County had received. Mrs. Morris stated that some of funds have 
already been spent on PPE and COVID testing and $250,000 would be used for the RISE 
program for local businesses. They also plan to set some money aside for technology upgrades 
and credit card machines at the Courthouse and the County Administrative office.  
 

C. FY 2020-2021 Budget 
A budget timeline, Public Hearing advertisements and draft FY 2020-2021 budget were included 
in council members packets.  

 
TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT-  
Town Manager Cox explained that the revolving line of credit to be used to cash flow the TEA-21 
Sidewalk project between drawdowns and reimbursements with VDOT, will expire at the end of the 
month. Town Manager Cox recommended that the revolving line of credit be extended for an 
additional 90 days to work through the last few reimbursements for the project. 
 
Mayor Griffin suggested speaking with Mr. Scott Griffin at Skyline National Bank about keeping an 
open line of credit through the end of December.  

 
Councilman Bond makes a motion, seconded by Councilman Whitaker, to the extend the 
revolving line of credit in the amount of $300,000 with Skyline National Bank until September 
30, 2020 and authorize Town Manager Cox to seek an extension on the line of credit through 
the end of year.  

    Councilman Turner-absent 
    Councilman Whitaker-aye 
    Councilman Bond-aye 

Vice Mayor Patton-aye 
    Mayor Griffin-aye 

 
Town Manager Cox updated that the sidewalk project final punch list of items is expected to be 
complete the week of June 22nd, weather permitting. 
 
Town Manager Cox finalized the contract for the new trash truck this week. The truck chassis is in stock 
and the hopper and additional accessories will just need to be installed. The truck should be here in the 
next 60 days. The cost of the truck was $160,500; $50,000 is grant funds from USDA and the additional 
cost will be roller into a low interest loan with USDA. The current interest rate that the Town is locked 
into is 2.75%.  
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Vice Mayor Patton asked about the possibility of paving East Oxford Street. Town Manager Cox stated 
that she has talked with Mr. David Clarke, Virginia Department of Transportation Resident Engineer, 
about paving along East Street. He stated that VDOT is waiting on the Facebook fiber project to be 
complete and that any paving would have to be worked into VDOT’s maintenance project funds. 
 
Vice Mayor Patton stated that is would be great if the Town could showcase the new sidewalks and 
trash truck, make it nice occasion and event the public can attend. Town Manager Cox stated that early 
on in the sidewalk construction project council talked about having a ribbon cutting and walk through 
Town with council members. Town Manager Cox is open to suggestions from council members on how 
they would like to proceed. 
 
Town Manager Cox stated that the Town newsletter was mailed out on Monday. The cost of the 
newsletters including printing, postage and staff time was around $350. 
 
Town Manager Cox stated that on Tuesday, the Governor announced that Friday, June 19th would be 
recognized as a State holiday, Juneteenth Day, therefore the Town of Floyd office will be closed and 
there will be no curbside pickup.   
 
Town Manager Cox stated that the auditors, Roberson, Farmer and Cox, will be at the Town office on 
August 18 and 19 to finish up the final work on the FY2019-2020 audit. 
 
Town Manager Cox asked how council members would like to proceed with the request from Chamber 
of Commerce asking the Town to serve as the host of the Senior Community Service Employment 
Program (SCSEP). Town Attorney Shortt stated that the Town did not enter into an agreement with the 
Chamber in 2014 and he has no record of a contract in his files. In 2014, Town Council did authorize to 
host the program, but no agreement or memorandum of understanding was signed. Town Manager 
Cox stated that the Chamber is willing to take all the responsibility and add the Town on their liability 
insurance. The chamber would take full responsibility for the SCSEP volunteer and reporting their time 
through the program. Vice Mayor Patton stated that he has information regarding the tourism 
department role and the SCSEP program but was not comfortable talking about the matter in an open 
session. Town Attorney Shortt stated that he wasn’t sure the Town could go into a closed session to 
talk about the matter without out researching it further. Town Manager Cox will add the item back on 
the agenda for a later meeting. 
 
Town Manager Cox stated that she has received several calls this week about water runoff problems in 
Town. She noted that they are runoff issues along the VDOT roads, and she plans reach out to David 
Clark at VDOT about the issues and share some photos with him.  
 
Town Manager Cox spoke with Mr. James Naff, member of the VFW, that puts up the American Flags 
through out town of the holidays. The flags were not put up for Memorial Day. Town Manager Cox 
asked if council would be willing to let the public works crew helping with getting the flags up for the 
4th of July if the VFW needs additional help. It was consensus of council for the Town to volunteer and 
help with putting the American Flags up for the holidays.  
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Town Manager Cox stated that she received a call earlier today from a resident asking if a permit is 
required to hold an assembly in Town. The celebration would be tomorrow, June 19th along the 
sidewalk in front of the Courthouse at 6:00pm to celebrate Juneteenth Day. The organizers of the 
event would be having prayer, singing songs and reading poems. The celebration is not intended to be 
protest. Town Manager Cox stated that the Town ordinance states that permitting is required if it is on 
the sidewalk, it would be the same as the Town requires for parades. Town Attorney Shortt stated that 
he doesn’t feel that the Town can require the organization to get permit to execute their 1st 
amendment rights.  
 
OTHER BUSINESS-  
Councilman Whitaker stated that someone mentioned to him the disrepair to the wall at Schoolhouse 
Fabrics. Can it be patched or painted since it is the first thing that most people see when coming into 
the Town of Floyd. Mayor Griffin stated that it has been questioned for many years on who actually 
owns the wall.  The owner of Schoolhouse Fabric says it is not his and VDOT says it is not theirs. It’s a 
very complicated situation. 
 
CLOSED SESSION- 
None 
 
ADJOURNMENT- 
Councilman Whitaker makes a motion, seconded by Councilman Bond, and unanimously carried, to 
adjourn to the June 29, 2020 Public Hearing at 5:30 pm at the Floyd Town Hall. 
 
 
__________________________________         ______________________________________ 
Will Griffin, Mayor                     Katie Holfield, Town Clerk 


