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FLOYD TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
W. SKIP BISHOP JR., TOWN HALL 

July 2, 2020 
5:30 P.M. 
MINUTES 

 
MEETING CALL TO ORDER – Mayor Griffin called the July 2, 2020 meeting of the Floyd Town Council to 
order. 
 

ROLL CALL –Vice Mayor Patton, Councilman Turner, Councilman Whitaker, Mayor Griffin, Town 
Attorney Shortt, Town Manager Cox and Town Clerk Holfield were present. Councilman Bond was 
absent. 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE- 
Councilman Whitaker led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT- 
Ms. Kamala Bauers, owner of the Hotel Floyd spoke with Council members about removing the Civil 
War statue located on the Courthouse lawn. She stated that what is happening in this Country is 
devastating, it’s time to see that the statue be removed. It belongs in a museum or in a cemetery. In 
addition, statues of this nature are coming down all over the place, even Nascar has chosen to ban 
confederate flags at all of its events. As a person who is a business owner and who is inviting visitors 
here, it is important for economic development of our town to see that the statue is removed. If you 
speak to any historians in town, it is consensus among them that the statue was placed on the 
Courthouse lawn to keep people in their place. It’s not ok and we need to take it down. 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR- 
A. June 4th, June 18th, June 29th and June 30th minutes- Council reviewed the minutes provided in 

their packets.  
Councilman Whitaker makes a motion, seconded by Councilman Turner, to approve the June 4, 
2020, June 29, 2020 and June 30, 2020 minutes.  

Councilman Turner-aye 
   Councilman Whitaker-aye 
   Councilman Bond-absent 

Vice Mayor Patton-aye 
  Mayor Griffin-aye 
 

Councilman Whitaker makes a motion, seconded by Councilman Patton, to approve the June 
18, 2020 minutes.  

Councilman Turner-aye 
   Councilman Whitaker-aye 
   Councilman Bond-absent 

Vice Mayor Patton-aye 
  Mayor Griffin-aye 
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ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION- 
Town Manager Cox stated that Mayor Griffin’s appointment to the Joint Sub-Committee has expired as 
well as Councilman Turner’s appointment to the Tourism Development Council. 
 

Councilman Turner makes a motion, seconded by Vice Mayor Patton, to reappoint Mayor 
Griffin to the Joint Sub-Committee to a two-year term ending on March 31, 2022. 

Councilman Turner-aye 
   Councilman Whitaker-aye 
   Councilman Bond-absent 

Vice Mayor Patton-aye 
  Mayor Griffin-aye 
 

Mayor Griffin asked that Town Manager Cox reach out to Mrs. Cindy Ryan, Assistant County 
Administrator to see when the next Joint Sub-Committee will be held. 
 

Councilman Whitaker makes a motion, seconded by Vice Mayor Patton, to reappoint 
Councilman Turner to the Tourism Development Council to a two-year term ending on June 30, 
2022. 

Councilman Turner-aye 
   Councilman Whitaker-aye 
   Councilman Bond-absent 

Vice Mayor Patton-aye 
  Mayor Griffin-aye 

 
TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT-  
Town Manager Cox noted that the sidewalk contractors will be back on Monday and Tuesday to wrap 
up the final punch list items for the project. 
 
Town Manager Cox stated that she received the award letter for the Creative Communities Partnership 
Grant from Virginia Commission of the Arts for the Old Church Gallery, Floyd Center for the Arts and 
Floyd Creative Studios. The grant amount is for $4500 and can be divided however Council sees fit 
among the organizations. The funds must be allocated by February 1st and is a 1 to 1 match. At this 
time, Council has not allocated funds to the organizations but they plan to revisit the allocation 
quarterly when they revisit the FY2020-2021 budget.  
 
Town Manager Cox stated that the Town was presented with the Risk Management Performance 
Award from Virginia Risk Sharing Association (VRSA). A copy of the award letter was included in council 
members packets and Town Manager Cox shared the plaque that the Town received. Vice Mayor 
Patton stated that Town staff is deserving of a pizza party. Councilman Turner requested that a photo 
of staff members with the plaque be included in the newspaper.  
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Town Manager Cox reminded Council members of the newly elected conference that will be held 
virtual next week. Town Manager Cox plans to participate and Vice Mayor Patton asked that Town 
Manager Cox remind him of the conference so he can also participate.  
 
Town Manager Cox stated that the Zoning Ordinance revisions are close to being complete and Town 
Council should receive a draft copy to review at the first meeting in August.  
 
OTHER BUSINESS-  
Vice Mayor Patton encouraged Council members to attend the July 9th Floyd-Floyd County PSA Public 
Hearing at 6:30pm on the proposed water and sewer rate increase. 
 
Mayor Griffin stated that Town Manager Cox has continued to attempt to collect delinquent meals tax 
from Mr. Bradley Shepherd with Blue Ridge Diner. Town Manager Cox sent a follow up email and a 
certified letter after the last Town Council meeting and she has not received any response from Mr. 
Shepherd. It was consensus of Council members that the matter be turned over to Town Attorney 
Shortt for collection. 
 

Vice Mayor Patton makes a motion, seconded by Councilman Whitaker, to instruct Town 
Attorney Shortt to proceed with legal action to bring Blue Ridge Diner into compliance for their 
delinquent meals tax owed to the Town of Floyd. 

Councilman Turner-aye 
   Councilman Whitaker-aye 
   Councilman Bond-absent 

Vice Mayor Patton-aye 
  Mayor Griffin-aye 

 
Vice Mayor Patton asked Ms. Michele Morris’s (Town resident and owner of Woolly Jumper Yarns) 
thoughts about removing the Civil War statue located on the Courthouse lawn. Ms. Morris stated that 
she knows there has been a lot of talk surrounding the confederate flag and statues. She noted that 
when she was first moved here, she was shocked to see some of the things in Floyd, including the 
monument. Being raised by a mother from Manhattan and father raised in the south, she was taught 
to see things like the monument as racist. Ms. Morris agreed with Ms. Bauers’s statements, it is hard as 
a business owner to explain the monument to tourists. She noted that she has two students that 
graduated from Floyd County High School. They had to deal with the diversity and walking down 
“Redneck Hallway” as 9th graders and traverse racism. The monument at the Courthouse, it is just 
another symbol of racism and it would be a good thing if it were removed.  
 
Councilman Whitaker asked Ms. Morris if she felt that the monument should be removed and 
destroyed or just relocated. Ms. Morris stated that it is racist monument and she should not be asked 
about the fate if it was removed.  
 
Vice Mayor Patton noted that a local black woman who has lived in Floyd all her life was quoted in the 
local paper as saying that she did not feel like the monument should have to be moved. She saw it as 
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her Floyd heritage and for that reason she supported leaving the monument where is was. Ms. Morris, 
you see it from a different perspective, how would you feel if it was left at the Courthouse? 
 
Ms. Morris stated that it would be sending the world a message about how we feel about racism. Yes, 
it needs to go. The local black women of Floyd are not a model to go by, some feel it should go and 
some feel is should stay. I have some ancestors that served for the Confederacy, they could have been 
cooks or cleaned but they were not armed. I also have ancestors that were enslaved, and I feel that the 
monument sends the wrong message about our Town.  
 
Vice Mayor Patton stated that the issue surrounding the monument is very personal to him. His great 
great grandmother was Mrs. Maggie Davis, a descendant of Mr. Jefferson Davis. He noted that Mr. 
Davis emancipated his slaves long before the others and before the emancipation proclamation was 
enacted. It is clear that racism isn’t gone, even in Floyd, in 2020. We have made progress, but it is not 
sufficient. It is important to understand that Town Council can’t remove the monument since it not on 
Town property, however, I can offer a motion that speaks volumes to the County to ask that the 
monument be removed and placed in an appropriate setting. His second motion would be to the 
School Board to ban the Confederate Flag in clothing. It is just a symbol on our part but the right thing 
to do.  
 
Mayor Griffin stated that this is a hard discussion for him. There is still a side of right and wrong. He 
stated that he has to remind himself that he depends on this community for a living. It’s a hard issue to 
get involved in because it divides the people and the community, but we may have to say something in 
this case and represent the people of the community the best way we can. After listening to the 
conversation here tonight, he stated that it makes him question the monument at the Courthouse. 
Everyone should feel that they are to be treated equally and it is apparent tonight that not all people 
feel that way as they walk past the monument.  
 
Councilman Whitaker suggested that the matter be listed as a referendum on the ballot in November 
to let the citizens of the community decide if the monument should be removed.  
 
Councilman Turner voiced concerns about a referendum, unless it comes out on this year’s November 
ballot, very few will come out the following year. He stated that he has lived in Floyd all his life and 
racism has and is continuing to go on in Floyd today. He continued by stating that he knows what 
racism is, just look at the employees of the school system, the County Administrator’s office and the 
Courthouse, how many of them are of color?  
 
Ms. Michele Morris stated that by asking citizens to vote on the matter as referendum is like asking 
citizens to vote for or against racism or a racist symbol. Visitors of our community saw the protest in 
Town and were taunted just like the rest of us. She noted that we may not talk about it but we 
experience racism every day.  
 
Councilman Turner stated that there was no referendum to put the monument there and there 
shouldn’t be one to remove it. Those that see the monument as a symbol of heritage treat it right, it’s 
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those who treat it as symbol of hate that use it as a symbol of racism. If the County was asked by 
citizens to place a Martin Luther King statue on the Courthouse lawn, it would be shut down before 
there could even be a discussion.  
 
Mayor Griffin stated he is trying to be more aware of the things happening surrounding the 
monument. He noted that where we are today, it is not his time to speak, it is his time to stop and 
listen because he can see the emotion in those who came out to speak and those who are speaking 
around the table.  
 
Councilman Turner stated that he worked at the Courthouse many years, he walked past the 
monument for year paying no attention it but once you really sit back and look at the meaning behind 
the monument, it is hard for some not see it as a racist monument. The Courthouse lawn is not the 
place for the monument.  
 
Ms. Michele Morris stated that this is the time to stand up and do something about the problem. Her 
parents asked her why she felt the need to make her voice heard and it’s because she wants to make 
Floyd a safer place for all people. She continued by stating that she and Ms. Bauers are the ones with 
something to lose for making their voices heard.  
 
Vice Mayor Patton stated that he got to talk with Councilman Turner for quite a while last week about 
life and I’ve thought a lot about the conversation this week. Vice Mayor Patton noted that a 
confederate flag always had hung in his house in Kentucky because it was their heritage and they had 
always viewed everyone as equal. It wasn’t until my son in law brought a Marine friend to our house 
that I realized that our flag might bother some people because they had different experiences in life 
than we had. Vice Mayor Patton continued by saying that during the protest at the Courthouse on June 
19th he had invited Mr. Roger Altizer over to talk with him. Although Vice Mayor Patton did not believe 
in Mr. Altizer’s cause he did admire his courage and was upset that Mr. Altizer was the only one facing 
charges that stemmed from the events on June 19th. Vice Mayor Patton stated that since the event he 
had reached out to Mr. Altizer and offered to share what he had observed to help Mr. Altizer’s 
defense. Vice Mayor Patton noted that he felt that Mr. Altizer had been railroaded. 
 
Ms. Michele Morris stated that she observed the exact opposite. Mr. Altizer came to the protest 
looking for a fight and looking to throw the confederate flag in our faces. For 90 minutes, we were 
subject to a lot of profanity and being called “niggers.” Mr. Altizer needed to be charged. 
 
Ms. Ashley Spinks with the Floyd Press added that she had the whole altercation on video if Vice Mayor 
Patton wanted to see a copy. Mr. Altizer was provoking the peaceful protestors for the entire event.  
 
Mayor Griffin noted that this is not something that is going to resolve itself overnight. He thanked 
everyone who shared their thoughts and concerns and stated that progress needs to be made to 
resolve the problem. 
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Vice Mayor Patton stated he still wanted Council to take a stand regard banning the confederate flag 
from clothing in schools. Councilman Whitaker noted that the School Board should be having that 
discussion and taking action on the matter. Vice Mayor Patton noted that a motion of Council would be 
for the school board to support the matter of banning the confederate flag from clothing in schools.  
 
Mayor Griffin recommended that each council member take some time to think about the matter and 
they could talk about it again at the next Town Council meeting.  
 
CLOSED SESSION- 
None 
 
ADJOURNMENT- 
Vice Mayor Patton makes a motion, seconded by Councilman Whitaker, and unanimously carried, to 
adjourn until July 16, 2020 at 5:30 pm at the Floyd Town Hall. 
 
 
__________________________________         ______________________________________ 
Will Griffin, Mayor                     Katie Holfield, Town Clerk 


