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FLOYD TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
W. SKIP BISHOP JR., TOWN HALL 

July 16, 2020 
5:30 P.M. 
MINUTES 

 
MEETING CALL TO ORDER – Mayor Griffin called the July 16, 2020 meeting of the Floyd Town Council 
to order. 
 

ROLL CALL –Vice Mayor Patton, Councilman Turner, Councilman Whitaker, Councilman Bond, Mayor 
Griffin, Town Attorney Shortt (present via Zoom meeting), and Town Clerk Holfield were present. Town 
Manager Cox was absent. 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE- 
Councilman Whitaker led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT- 
Mayor Griffin stated that he knows what most of the citizens are here tonight to speak about, 
understand that this body is not part of the decision-making process on the matter.  
 
Ms. Edna Whittier, County Line Church Rd— Ms. Whittier stated that she was one of the organizers of 
the 1st and 2nd Martin Luther King celebrations, “I was part of the group that was very cautious about 
letting the larger part of the Floyd County community know what was going on because we were afraid 
of violence.” She noted that the last section of her comments that were presented has details about 
the fundraiser that was held at the Zion Lutheran Church. The event was well hidden from the press 
because it was on the same day as the Rally Freedom Ride. They hid the event because they didn’t 
want any violence against the attendees or the black citizens of Floyd. She stated that a reminder, the 
rally brought out sharp shooters. She continued by speaking about the violence against Travon Brown 
in Marion VA. Mr. Brown had a cross burned in his driveway after his first Black Lives Matter protest. 
There was also violence and unnecessary actions at the following Black Lives Matter protest, lots of 
motorcycles revving engines, shouting profanity so that you couldn’t hear what the organizers were 
saying. There is still a concern in our Town and the statue is what inspires all of this. As long as it 
continues to be where it is, that kind of fear will continue to be a part of Floyd County.  
 
Comments submitted by Ms. Whittier prior to the meeting are presented below. 
“July 14th, 2020, To Floyd Town Council: 
     My name is Edna Whittier, I live in the Little River District. Please remove the statue from the 
courthouse lawn. Put it at the historical Phlegar House. Or in the cemetery by Hotel Floyd which has at 
least seven Confederate Army crosses. 
     In a recent Roanoke Times article a Guiles County criminal defendant asked for a different venue.  
As a Black man he feels he will not get a fair trial in a courthouse that has a statue of a Confederate 
soldier at its entrance. This is a legal argument for removing the statue. 
      I am one of the organizers of the 2018 Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration in Floyd County. We 
announced it only once in The Floyd Press and that was in the calendar listing. We didn’t feel safe 
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letting the larger public know about it. Both Black churches, the Quakers and anyone on Mara Robbins’ 
list of safe whites were told. We asked the Sheriff’s department to check on us through-out the event. 
     In 2019 we announced it more. There was a three-paragraph article in the back of The Press plus a 
listing in the calendar. We invited the County Board of Supervisors and the Town Council. Again, we 
asked the Sheriff’s department to check on us. This time was a follow-up Floyd Press article with 
pictures.   
     The third MLK Celebration had much more advertisement. There was a Floyd Press article before 
the celebration with an invitation to the public for the when and where. We made sure the Sheriff’s 
department was also invited. 
     I am trying to tell you how cautious we were about telling the larger Floyd community we were 
celebrating a Black man. We were afraid of violent reactions against Black Floyd citizens.  
     Four months before the first Floyd Martin Luther King Celebration, on September 9th, 2017, there 
was a Rally for Freedom ride from Bedford to Floyd by white people. They were protesting the 
possibility of removing the courthouse statue. That ride attracted people flying Confederate flags to 
Floyd from two counties away. This worried the white people of Floyd enough to have state police with 
sharp shooters present during the ride.  
     This was how white law enforcement reacted to the Rally and the Confederate flags. Imagine how 
Black people of Floyd felt. The statue was the reason for the ride and the sharp shooters presence.  
    At the same time as the ride, a fundraiser occurred in a Floyd Black church. The media and T.V. 
stations wanted to interview someone from the fundraiser. The church attendees refused the request. 
The fundraiser was as invisible as possible to the larger community. It was at least four months after 
this before an article appeared in The Floyd Press about the fundraiser and it didn’t mention the Rally 
ride. Again, a real possibility of violence against Blacks in Floyd. This fear occurred because of the 
statue’s presence on the courthouse lawn. To restate: a Floyd church fundraiser was hidden from the 
media because of possible white supremacy violence. This occurred only two and a half years ago. It is 
time to remove things that cause this kind of fear in Floyd.” 
 
Mr. Jeff Dowd, Eanes Rd—Mr. Dowd stated the public law, Veterans Benefit Act of 1958 states that 
those who fought for the Confederacy were extended the benefits of American veterans. He stated 
that although he doesn’t have any Confederate veterans in his family, he has a lot of soldiers in his 
family. It bothers him to know that there are people out there that fought, regardless of what side they 
fought on, they are still out there and that it is not a statue as everyone is calling it, it is a monument. 
He continued by stating that it is a monument to the fallen dead, many of which did not fight for 
slavery, they fought for states’ rights against an invading force. He asked what people would do if 
China decided to invade the United States. Would you fight or just allow them to become the new 
Government? He noted that that is the environment that we are living in today. He noted that he was 
in Marion and the people with guns were not just the Confederate, right winged people or the 
motorcycle people. He saw a lot of firearms on the new panthers that were marching along side the 
young man that brought that protest to Marion. He closed by stating that during the confederate 
march through Town, the sharp shooters were not on the roofs of buildings because of the march. 
They were there because ANTIFA was supposed to show up and some of them did. The shooters were 
there because ANTIFA tends to bring violence. The violent left is the violent apparatus and what we are 
dealing with here today. He encouraged council members to pay attention to what the monument 
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actually means. If it is important enough to commemorate others, then lets build a new monument to 
honor other portions of our society that feel like they are not being represented. Let’s not cast away 
the past because that is how we got here. If we don’t remember those who died in the past, then no 
one is going to remember us in the future.    
 
Mr. Ed Woodroof, Thompson Rd.—He stated that he was not here to defend slavery and racism. The 
issue with the stone figure is not just a Floyd issue, it is a national issue. If a decision is made to remove 
the monument because of the current movement, it is a purge, a cultural cleansing. It is not clear 
where the end of the purge is supposed to be and where it will stop. In your position at the table you 
probably just want to do something to appease these people so it will stop but with no end in sight. If 
you choose to appease the ring leaders of this movement, as other places are doing, it makes it more 
difficult for everybody in all localities to stand their ground. This is a very emotional decision on both 
sides but the decision you make needs to be with your head not your emotions. It would not surprise 
him if the figure is removed after a little respite. If this monument comes down and the ring leaders 
come back and ask that another monument be put up, your answer should be that you are no longer 
doing monuments.   
 
Ms. Kellean Gale, Alum Ridge Rd.—Ms. Gale stated that she and her husband have lived other places 
during racial riots, and she knows what prejudice is. We do not have racism in Floyd. We have people 
in Floyd who smile together, raise families together. She has never seen racism here; she has never 
seen any black person in any jeopardy. She sees people visiting the statue, not being driven away from 
businesses here in Floyd.  People should be coming together because they are preaching equality, 
ecology, and natural living. People are coming together over a material item, if the statue makes you 
feel bad then put up something that makes you feel good. Don’t take away the history for the families 
of those who served. Make it a diverse lawn. Slavery is a war that we need to stop fighting, we need 
better social warriors, than people who are going to drag out 150-year-old nonsense. It was an 
economic war, or a social war, but it is over and the only people keeping it alive is us.  
 
Ms. Karen Baker, Old Rifton School Rd.—Ms. Baker noted that the statue in Floyd has meaning to some 
people in Floyd because it refers to their ancestors but the statue was put up in 1904 to support the 
reinstitution of Jim Crow in Virginia after the reconstruction. It was put up by the United Daughters of 
the Confederacy that was founded to stand for white power at the reconstruction. The people of town 
were given a statue by their ancestors. 700 statues were put up all over the south, including a 
memorial to the KKK in North Carolina in 1926, was to consolidate white power in the southern 
democratic party. The UDC wrote textbooks for the children of Virginia that were used until even more 
racist textbooks were written. Those same textbooks were used until the 1970s. So, this is not 150-
year-old issue, the UDC is still alive and still going and it stood for white supremacy. It taught children 
that blacks were inferior, that they were better off as slaves and that the white slave holders were 
good people who took good care of them because they were unable to care and provide from 
themselves. This was all part of a program to segregate the south. She sees a memorial for ancestors 
and some others see that but people also see a symbol of white supremacy that stands on the 
Courthouse lawn that was put on the Courthouse lawn, as it was in many other towns across Virginia, 
for the purpose of saying, we are back and it belongs to us not you. As a memorial to the dead it 
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belongs in a cemetery, as a symbol of white supremacy it doesn’t belong on the Courthouse lawn. We 
would be perfectly happy to have a dogwood tree on the Courthouse lawn where that statue sits. It is 
the state tree of Virginia and something that stands for all of us and has no political ramifications. As 
far as the ringleader, this is only the beginning, this is a domino effect, there is a difference between 
the statue placed by the United Daughters of the Confederacy and the statue on the other side of the 
lawn. That statue is for everybody who fought and died in all the wars, including the Civil War. The one 
on the left just doesn’t belong here in 2020.  
  
Mr. Dave Werner, Pine St.—Mr. Werner stated that today if a State were to take up arms and tell the 
United States that they wanted to leave that would be considered treason. The confederacy did that 
for states’ rights, they did that to have slaves. The second point he wanted to make is, if a business 
owner is looking to relocate to Floyd County, they would have to think twice about what this County 
stood for with the confederate statue in front of the Courthouse. 
 
Ms. Allie Webb, Barberry St.—Ms. Allie Webb noted that she loves Floyd. She lived out in the county 
before moving into Town several years ago. She stated that loves everything about Floyd, the people, 
black, white, she certainly is not racist. Everyone has a voice and when some people say lets just not 
vote on this because they are afraid if it gets voted on it’s not going to go their way, that is not 
democracy. Everyone has a voice and has one vote. I can’t think of anything any fairer because we 
have many people here with one opinion and then others with other opinions. What do you do, who is 
right and who is wrong? What is the constitutional way to do it? We all vote and whoever wins the 
other person, please accept it and let us have our Town back.  
 
Ms. Kristen Koch, Courthouse District—Ms. Kristen Koch stated that this is a movement lead by Black 
Lives Matter, it’s entirely a political movement. If you look at where the funds go when you donate to 
this organization, you will find that the money can be traced directly to Biden and Hillary Clinton’s 
campaigns. That can be proven online just by a few clicks. This is a political movement; this has nothing 
to do with the present state of things in Floyd. I agree with what has been said, Floyd is a very peaceful 
community. I believe that in America we don’t have as much racism as what is being pushed on us. It is 
an agenda to create division where none exists because in the democratic platform it benefits them for 
black people to believe that they are oppressed. If they feel that they are oppressed, then they will 
vote democrat. Biden just said, you ain’t black if you don’t vote democrat. That is what they want 
people to believe so that they can take over a whole huge chunk of our population and make them 
believe that they are downtrodden. That it not the message that we want to allow our black Americans 
to believe in this country and it’s not the truth. We have plenty of laws to ensure that we are all 
treated equally. The goal of this statue is unity. We saw the horrible things that could happen when 
Americans fought other Americans. We were being invaded and of course we defended our land and 
our lives and homes.  That statue is a reminder to never let that happen again. We don’t want a war 
against our own. The reminder is unity and that reminder needs to stand today because there are 
people that would like to divide us once more.  
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Ms. Becky Howell, Black Ridge Rd.—Ms. Becky Howell stated that our Declaration of Independence 
states that all men are created equal. You and I know from our founding fathers that slavery is wrong. I 
do not believe that Confederate statues commemorate slavery, they honor people who fought and 
died in the Civil War. It is not just Confederate monuments that are being removed throughout our 
Country. Removing monuments is one step towards rewriting history. Our nation is made up of people 
and people are imperfect. We have many examples of people in our history, but remembrance should 
not be eliminated, rather we need to keep our historical past and teach our young people and avoid 
making the same mistakes as we move forward. I do not believe that Floyd is a racist community, but I 
can see the cause for removing the monument and accusations about white privilege can cause 
problems. Unfortunately, there is and always has been discrimination, women are discriminated 
against, conservatives are discriminated against, Christians are discriminated against, ethnic groups are 
discriminated against. Let’s promote respect for everyone rather than promote division. Leave the 
monument, it honors those who died in the Civil War and is a reminder of a dark, dark time in our 
history. It was here before anyone in this room was. We are not perfect people and we will make 
mistakes, but slavery is one we must not repeat.  
 
Ms. Michelle Morris, Pine St.— Ms. Michelle Morris stated that at the last meeting Vice Mayor Patton 
mentioned the possibility of a resolution. I wanted to ask that you consider voting in the affirmative for 
a resolution to remove the Confederate monument from the Courthouse lawn. The monument, that is 
a memorial for those who fought for preservation of slavery was erected without consulting Floyd’s 
black community. At that time, no one cared about how the black community felt about such a 
memorial. It was not appreciated then and it is not now. It speaks directly to oppression, segregation, 
bondage and enslavement the community members and ancestors. A counter protector at the June 
19th vigil makes that point clearly, his confederate flag and statue imboiled him to call vigil attendees 
niggers and pepper his language with profanity. As we kneeled in silence for 8 minutes and 45 seconds 
in remembrance of the manner in which George Floyd was murdered, he yelled that we were exactly 
where we should be, on our knees, thus, echoing the statues original purpose when the Daughters of 
the Confederacy erected it in 1904. The silencing and intimidation of black people, that continues 
today, given that so few of us are comfortable speaking about this issue publicly. The statue is not 
uplifting to members of Floyd’s black community. It marks a dark period in our history and seeks to 
celebrate those who want slavery to endure. It is well past time for this symbol to be removed from 
the Courthouse. It is time to remove images that embolden those who are openly racist in our 
community. It is time to remove a memorial that is so hurtful and unwelcoming to so many. It is time 
to make Floyd a safe community for all of its citizens. Your vote for the removal of this statue would be 
a step in that direction and speak volumes to our entire community.  
 
Ms. Michelle Morris continued by beginning to read comments from Mr. Haden Polseno-Hensley.   
“Dear Town Council, 
My name is Haden Polseno-Hensley and I’m the co-owner of Red Rooster Coffee in Floyd where we 
employ about 30 people.  
I was born and raised in Floyd and graduated from the high school in 1996. I am also an 8th generation 
Virginian, by way of Texas and Kansas. My oldest American ancestor came to Virginia in 1761 and 
fought in the Revolutionary War-in fact my father is his 7th generation namesake. 
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On July 4th, 1861, my great, great, great grandfather joined the 15th Alabama regiment of the 
Confederate Army and fought at Manassas. Members of my descended family owned slaves and 
fought a war of rebellion for the right to do so. Later, my great great grandfather rode with Charles 
Goodnight in the western expansion, and participated in stealing millions of acres from…  
 
Ms. Morris’ three-minute time limit was up. Ms. Betty Werner read all of Mr. Polseno-Hensley’s 
comments later during the public comment period.  
 
Mr. Bob Smith, Indian Valley—Mr. Bob Smith noted, everywhere I come from Washington D.C. and as I 
speak today people are there tearing down the monuments. We have a street in Richmond that is 
known as Monument Avenue that is being turned into Pedestal Avenue. It is foolish and irresponsible 
to tear down the monuments of our past history. When the Constitution is amended, the amended 
section is not removed from the document. It remains to illustrate the errors made by the people of 
this Country. That statue represents an error made by the people of this Country. If you tear it down, 
we will never know that we made the mistake and ultimately history will repeat itself.  
 
Ms. Linda Wagner, E. Main St.—Ms. Linda Wagner stated that she came before Council tonight 
because she knows that council has received a petition to remove a monument. She doesn’t believe 
that it is in Council purview to do that. Because you received this petition or resolution I am here to 
speak. When I think about everything that has been talked about the first word that come to mind is 
history. History is Greek derivative that means to know. It is a chronological recording of significant 
past events. It helps us develop understanding of how things work and have worked. It paints a picture 
of society, technology or lack thereof, government, how it worked or how it will work in the future. It 
teaches analytical empathy of the past that focuses on the current and reflects carefully on the reading 
of primary sources. Studying history enables us to develop better understanding of the world in which 
we live. Building knowledge and understanding of historical events and trends enables us to 
development a much greater appreciation of current events. Was all history good? No. Was all history 
bad? Absolutely not, but regardless history is the building block by which we work to avoid those ills 
and repeat what proved valuable. If we remove history, we remove the ability for future generations to 
learn from the past. I don’t believe that removing the monument, as opposed to the statue. For me I 
wonder what would be next. Is it going to be our United States flag? Is it going to be our schools? Is it 
going to be our synagogue or churches, or cemeteries, or homes? We are very peaceful in Floyd like 
most people have said. But I would ask anyone that has an opinion, that goes forward from this, that 
the council honor the resolution for retaining the monument. The other thing that came up in my mind 
after the Board of Supervisors meeting was, of the 22 people that spoke, about 6 of them referred to 
our government as a form of democracy. That gives right to the crutch of history. We are not a 
democracy; we are representative republic and that’s why we elect you to do the will of all people not 
just a small group.  
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Ms. Betty Werner, Pine St.—Ms. Werner read the comments sent from Mr. Haden Polseno-Hensley 
“Dear Town Council, 
My name is Haden Polseno-Hensley and I’m the co-owner of Red Rooster Coffee in Floyd where we 
employ about 30 people.  
I was born and raised in Floyd and graduated from the high school in 1996. I am also an 8th generation 
Virginian, by way of Texas and Kansas. My oldest American ancestor came to Virginia in 1761 and 
fought in the Revolutionary War-in fact my father is his 7th generation namesake. 
On July 4th, 1861, my great, great, great grandfather joined the 15th Alabama regiment of the 
Confederate Army and fought at Manassas. Members of my descended family owned slaves and 
fought a war of rebellion for the right to do so. Later, my great great  grandfather rode with Charles 
Goodnight in the western expansion, and participated in stealing millions of acres from Native 
Americans. At that same time, my great grandmother’s step father was a Texas Ranger and killed 
Native Americans for a living.  
While I find my family’s history extremely interesting and worthy of study, I feel no sense of pride 
concerning the injustices they perpetrated. In fact, I disavow that behavior and through my own life 
and work I hope to make up for it in some small fashion. Furthermore, I believe clinging to the false 
narratives of pride and heritage are a disservice to history-the true history of slavery and the 
institutional and often violent racism that followed the Civil War, from Reconstruction to today’s civil 
unrest. 
Today we are faced with an opportunity to make right some wrongs of the past and blaze a new path 
of righteousness for our children and grandchildren, an opportunity embodied by the chance to take 
down the monument to racism that stands outside our hall of governance. 
When your kids and your grandkids look at you in the future and ask you what you did to make positive 
change during one of the most challenging time of our lives, what will you say? That you declined to do 
anything because it wasn’t worth the trouble? Or that you stood up for what was right despite the fact 
that it was a difficult choice? 
I’m asking as a member of the community that the Town Council express to the Board of Supervisors 
your belief that the monument must be taken down, through resolution or otherwise. 
Thank you for your time.” 
 
Mrs. Andrea Garland, Border Line Rd.—Mrs. Andrea Garland stated she has lived in the county now for 
30 years and is original from Illinois. I have relatives that fought for both the Confederacy and the 
Union. I loved the idea that when we moved to the south that there was a confederate statue in front 
of the Courthouse. But I’m wondering if the way the country is going right now, what are they going to 
take down next? They are already talking about taking down the Lincoln monument. I had a great, 
great uncle who was a judge in Illinois who personally knew Lincoln. Lincoln let the slaves free. Why are 
they taking him down? When is this all going to stop? Black Lives Matter is a communist based 
institution. They are being led by the communists; they want to destroy our country. They want to tear 
it down to where it doesn’t stand for anything and then rebuild it up to the way that they think it 
should be. If we stand for taking down our monuments and our history, we are not going to have 
anything. We are going to have to start all over again and it will not be the kind of country that any of 
us want to stand up to. I respect the monument in front of the Courthouse. I enjoy it being there. We 
are to learn from our history so that we don’t repeat what is bad. We have friends that are black, our 
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son graduated from Floyd County High School and the president of the senior class was a black girl. We 
belong to a homemaker’s club that black people are a part of. We are not prejudiced in this county. We 
are a quite country community that respects each other and we kinda like it that way.  
 
Mrs. Rosie Smith, Indian Valley—Mrs. Rosie Smith stated that she was original from South Africa. She 
noted that she loves this Town of Floyd and presented a copy of the resolution to preserve the 
monument before Council members.  
 
Mayor Griffin reminder citizens in the audience once again that Town Council does not have any 
authority over what happens with the monument. Council has been presented with two resolution, 
one to support the removal of the monument and one to support preserving the monument. They will 
discuss those resolutions later in the meeting.  
  
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION- 

A. Financials 
Members reviewed the financials that were provided in their packets. Mayor Griffin reviewed 
Town Manager Cox’s highlight sheet with council members. He noted that at end of fiscal year 
2020 the Town had revenues of 116.97% and expenses at 92.05% of the adopted budget. In 
May, lodging tax revenue decreased by 89% and meals tax revenue had decreased by 30%. 
Mayor Griffin stated the sidewalk project is coming to a close and stated that the project cost 
was about $1.2 million, the Town received a grant to pay for 80% of the project and was only 
responsible for about $240,000 of the project.  
 
Vice Mayor Patton makes a motion, seconded by Councilman Bond, to approve the June 2020 
financials as presented. 

Councilman Turner-aye 
   Councilman Whitaker-aye 
   Councilman Bond-aye 

Vice Mayor Patton-aye 
  Mayor Griffin-aye 

 
B. Proposed Resolutions 

Vice Mayor Patton requested a history behind the resolutions and who presented them to the 
council. Mayor Griffin stated that the resolution supporting removal of the Confederate 
monument was presented to Clerk Holfield by Mr. Alan Graf just minutes before the last Town 
Council meeting. Mayor Griffin was unsure of the origin of the second resolution requesting 
support in preserving the Confederate monument. Councilman Whitaker stated that second 
resolution came from several people and he submitted the resolution to Town Manager Cox on 
their behalf. Vice Mayor Patton asked if Councilman Whitaker could share who those people 
are. Councilman Whitaker stated that was a group of people that put their thoughts together to 
form the resolution.  
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Councilman Whitaker stated that he feels like Council needs to listen to the people and he has 
spoken with numerous people over the past few weeks, on the street, in the grocery store and 
at the post office. All those that he has talked to do not want to see the monument removed. 
They have expressed to him that the decision should be left up to the voters on what happens 
to the monument. He recommended that decision should happen in the form of a referendum. 
It would be up to the County Board of Supervisors to make that decision. He noted that there is 
misinformation in the resolution that was presented before Council requesting that the 
monument be removed. It states that “Residents of the Town of Floyd and Floyd County have 
issued a clear call to remove this monument…” Councilman Whitaker stated the he has not 
heard a clear call from residents, all those he has talked to want the monument to stay. He 
continued by stating that even if one of the resolutions was adopted, it would not have any 
legal standing since the decision ultimately lies with the Board of Supervisors. 
 
Vice Mayor Patton stated that the people have a right to their opinion and a referendum would 
seem like a reasonable way for all people to do that.  He noted that after the last meeting he 
was kindly chastised for pushing Council to adopt a resolution to remove the monument at the 
Courthouse and they felt like a little more time and reflection needed to be had on the matter. 
He thought that was fair. He continued by stating that he is not going request a resolution be 
signed at tonight’s meeting, but if it goes to a referendum then he will be there to vote to 
remove the statue to another location. He would not be for destroying the statue. It’s a pretty 
emotional subject for all of us, regardless of whether we are white or black. There will be 
something good that comes from this and we will all understand each other a little better. We 
may not all agree but we will be able to see were we are all coming from. He closed by saying 
that the Town has no say in the matter and he is not in favor of any type of effort to bring 
politics on a national level to play a part in any decision that Council would make.  
 
Councilman Turner stated that there has been some good conversation here tonight from 
everyone. He appreciates everyone’s input and stated that there were several things that were 
said that we not true. Racism in Floyd may not be as bad as it is in other places, but racism is in 
Floyd. We don’t want outside groups coming in telling us how to handle what’s going on in our 
community. For the most part everyone in Floyd does get along well. He worked at the sheriff’s 
office for 32 years and he knows what he has seen in those years. We all need to sit back and 
do a little bit of self-perceptive, think about where we are and where we come from. He could 
care less about what is going on a national level, the council is here to do what needs to be 
done locally for the people of Floyd. Council has heard from a lot of people here tonight and he 
suggested that they all go speak with the Board of Supervisors because they will have the 
ultimate decision on what will happen to the monument. He stated that Council could pass a 
resolution one way or another regarding the monument, but the Board of Supervisors would 
not be bound by it. Most of those sitting at the table have already talked with our Board of 
Supervisors representative about their personal opinion. He encouraged everyone once all this 
is over to look at themselves in the mirror and ask yourself “are you treating others the way you 
want to be treated, are you doing things that are bringing the community together or are you 
doing things to create division?” We have all got to work together to make this county what we 
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want it to be. We are all not going to agree on everything, but we need to all agree not to 
retaliate against others. He respects all the opinions that have been expressed during the 
meeting and all the presentations were heartfelt opinions. They have been based on your 
experience and they came from the heart. He stated that he is tasked with voting the will of the 
people if it comes to voting on a resolution, it may not necessarily be his personal opinion.  He 
honestly does not agree with taking the matter to a referendum because the public didn’t vote 
to put the monument on the Courthouse lawn, he doesn’t see why the public should have to 
vote to take it down. That is just his opinion. He is unsure of what the fair way is. It will not 
eliminate history if the monument is removed, the history is what we remember and what will 
be passed along to our kids and grandkids. Moving it somewhere else where it is more 
appreciated but that would depend on where it is moved to. He closed by thanking everyone 
for their comments tonight. 
 
Councilman Bond stated that he was not at the last Council meeting, but he had spoken with 
other members and read the article in the paper regarding the matter at hand. He has had 
several weeks to gather his thoughts and stated that honestly, it has consumed his thoughts for 
the last two weeks. He noted that he has only as much power as all the others in room. He can 
just voice his concerns to the supervisors and leave the decision up to them. He stated that 
referendum or not, the Board of Supervisors make a lot of important decisions that do not go to 
referendum. So where do they draw the line and decide that it needs to go to a referendum? 
They are elected officers and they were given a responsibility to make decisions, they represent 
the will of the people. He stated that he took his position as a council member because he 
could make on impact here in this town. He continues to focus on what is going on here and 
making Floyd a great place for all of us to live, it is a great community. There has been change 
since he was young, but change is inevitable, change happens, and change is not bad. He does 
not agree with taking the law into your own hands, as has happened in some of the big cities.  
The vandalism is not happing here, the citizens here have gone about it in the right way; they 
are bringing it before the elected officials looking to make a change. He has a hard time 
believing that there is zero racism in Floyd, and he would trust the folks who have endured it 
and have been subjected to it. He continued by stating that he is not in favor of taking any 
action during the meeting tonight. But felt like it was only fair to share his opinion on the 
matter since others had done so. He stated that one has to look at each sides views when it 
comes to the monument, he has heard a lot of history pertaining to the monument, he feels 
like there is such a place for the monument but the Courthouse lawn may not be the best place. 
It may be best for it to be in a cemetery or some type of museum.  Knowing how Ms. Morris 
feels about it and how Councilman Turner feels about it, if it makes people I know or work with 
and my neighbors feel in a not so good way, I would have a hard time looking at them, or 
anyone else in this community, in the eye knowing that I voted to keep something there that 
makes them uncomfortable. He stated that he is a white Christian living in the South and he 
was raised to love one another and feels that based on that, he would side with his neighbors 
and his friends over a monument any day. 
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Mayor Griffin thanked everyone for taking their time and coming out to the meeting. He feels 
like everyone at the table has put a lot of thought into the monument, it has been a tough one. 
He stated that he trusts our County leaders to do the right thing and he doesn’t feel that it 
would be appreciated by them if Council was to sign a resolution asking them to vote a certain 
way. He has reached out to his supervisor and a couple of the others and voiced his opinion. He 
trusts that they will do the right thing. He disagrees with the matter going to a referendum, 
what if the Civil Rights Act of 1964 had gone to a popular vote? He doesn’t feel that would have 
passed in that time in history. Sometimes the leaders must make the right decision for the 
minorities that don’t have the voice to make change happen. Right now, he cares about what is 
going on in Floyd, his friend Bruce, and his friend Winfred Beale. Mr. Beale was the first person 
that the Town honored as part of its recognition program. He spoke with Mr. Beale this 
morning, and he stated that if any of these guys (Councilman Turner or Mr. Beale) were to say 
that you need to stand with me for this cause, he is going to do it, because he thinks enough of 
them and their opinion. The monument is a structure, he is not for demolishing it but if it could 
be relocated to place other than the Courthouse, that is the right thing to do. He stated in the 
world, on a national level, it seems like we have lost the ability to disagree without conflict. 
Everyone in the room has his own opinion and that is not going to change the way he feels 
about anyone. He noted that people are influenced a little too much by the wave of 
momentum of the national media and the national things happening around us. It changes who 
we are in a way, if we are going to say that we are from Floyd and that we love each other then 
we need to be doing that. If we have citizens in Floyd that don’t feel right about the monument, 
then we should do something for them. If he were forced to vote, it would be to relocate the 
monument. He doesn’t feel that is appropriate for Council to take any action to tell the Board of 
Supervisors what they should or shouldn’t do.  
 
Speaking to the audience, Vice Mayor Patton stated for those who were in attendance from the 
Town, your Board of Supervisor’s representative is Mr. Jerry Boothe. It is important for all in the 
audience to reach out and speak with your Board of Supervisor’s representative about your 
thoughts.  
 
Vice Mayor Patton makes a motion, seconded by Councilman Whitaker, to table the two 
resolutions that were presented before the Council. 

Councilman Turner-aye 
   Councilman Whitaker-aye 
   Councilman Bond-aye 

Vice Mayor Patton-aye 
  Mayor Griffin-aye 
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Councilman Turner stated, this is not a racist comment but for those of you who are not black, 
you will never know what some of this stuff mean to those who are black. Unless you 
experience it, then you will never know. He stated that he is speaking from the heart because a 
lot of black people are not going to speak up because of the history. Try to think about this from 
other people’s perspectives. Let’s all continue to try and get along and get past this and don’t 
have any hard feelings if it doesn’t go the way that you had hoped. It’s all going to get better; 
it’s just going to take some time.  
 

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT-  
None 
 
OTHER BUSINESS-  
None 
 
CLOSED SESSION- 
None 
 
ADJOURNMENT- 
Councilman Whitaker makes a motion, seconded by Councilman Bond, and unanimously carried, to 
adjourn until August 6, 2020 at 5:30 pm at the Floyd Town Hall. 
 
 
__________________________________         ______________________________________ 
Will Griffin, Mayor                     Katie Holfield, Town Clerk 


