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FLOYD TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
W. SKIP BISHOP JR., TOWN HALL 

September 3, 2020 
5:30 P.M. 
MINUTES 

 
MEETING CALL TO ORDER – Mayor Griffin called the September 3, 2020 meeting of the Floyd Town 
Council to order. 
 
ROLL CALL –Vice Mayor Patton (entered the meeting during the recess), Councilman Turner (entered 
the meeting during public comment), Councilman Whitaker, Councilman Bond, Mayor Griffin, Town 
Attorney Shortt, Town Manager Cox and Town Clerk Holfield were present. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE- 
Councilman Whitaker led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT- 
Ms. Becky Howell presented council members with a copy of the new newspaper in Floyd called The 
Floyd Beacon.  
 
Councilman Turner entered the meeting. 
 
Ms. Linda Wagner stated that animals continue to be a problem in Town, domestic and wild. There are 
many cats in town that get in the garage, deer also pose a problem to the shrubbery in town. A bear 
continually visits her property which could be a direct result of the food truck at OuterSpace in Town. 
Mr. Graham referred to the bear problems at the Board of Supervisors meeting. Ms. Wagner continued 
by questioning the repairs to the streetlight that were approved at the last Town Council meeting. If 
the vendor trucks continue to damage the light why is being fixed, is the light necessary, what did the 
light cost in the first place, can the repair be recouped by the truck that damaged it? Why did council 
not request multiple bids for the repair? These are all questions that should have been considered. She 
asked that tax dollars be spent prudential and stated that any money person would check on these 
things before requesting that the light be repaired. 
 
Councilman Whitaker noted that he drove by the light post today, there was a truck parked at the light 
pole sitting about 8 inches from the curb. If the truck was against the curb it would have hit the light 
fixture and this truck was not even a semi. He stated that some of these light posts are painted black 
and the few in front of the Station are painted copper. Can they all be painted the same? He continued 
by asking if the light is needed, should it be repaired, and why are trucks parking this area, the road is 
striped but there are no signs instructing them not park there? Are these trucks delivering to the 
roadhouse across the street? 
 
Town Manager Cox stated that the light has been hit multiple times and there it no way to determine 
which truck has created the most damage. Councilman Whitaker asked if the light could be turned in 
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on the Town liability insurance. Town Manager Cox will check with the insurance company, she 
believes that the deductible is $1000 on the policy. 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR- 

A. August 6th and August 20th minutes- Council reviewed the minutes provided in their packets.  
Councilman Whitaker makes a motion, seconded by Councilman Bond, to approve the August 
6, 2020 minutes.  

Councilman Turner-abstain 
   Councilman Whitaker-aye 
   Councilman Bond-aye 

Vice Mayor Patton-absent 
  Mayor Griffin-aye 
 

Councilman Whitaker makes a motion, seconded by Councilman Bond, to approve the August 
20, 2020 minutes.  

Councilman Turner-aye 
   Councilman Whitaker-aye 
   Councilman Bond-aye 

Vice Mayor Patton-absent 
  Mayor Griffin-aye 
 

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT-  
Town Manager Cox noted that she received an update on the Facebook fiber project in Town. The 
email Town Manager Cox received from the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) states that 
the last leg of the project is being completed in Town. The fiber project at the stoplight will be 
complete after 9:00pm on September 3rd and September 9th. 
 
Town Manager Cox received a request from Mr. Eddie Worth, who is part of the Drug Court Task Force 
in the New River Valley. Mr. Worth has asked to use Warren G. Lineberry Community Park on Tuesday, 
September 15th at 3:00pm for a graduation ceremony for one of the drug court participants. Mr. Worth 
also extended an invitation to all council members who would like to attend the ceremony. It was 
consensus of council member to approve the event.  
 
Town Manager Cox reminded council members that Ms. Aphi Fancon will attend the next Town Council 
Meeting to continue the review of the zoning ordinance revisions. 
 
Town Manager Cox stated that the trash truck should arrive the 3rd week of September. 
 
Town Manager Cox noted that Clerk Holfield has completed her course on Introduction to 
Parliamentary Procedure with a passing grade. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS-  
Mayor Griffin addressed Ms. Wagner’s concerns from the public comment period. He stated that we 
(Council) are aware that there have been bears coming into town and Town Manager Cox has spoken 
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with the property owners at Outer Space about their trash cans. They have boxed the cans in, so they 
are less assessable, and Town Manager Cox has spoken with Mr. Beegle about adding lids to the trash 
cans. Town Manager Cox has also received complaints about skunks in the area as well. Ms. Wagner 
stated that when Mr. Graham spoke at the Board of Supervisors meeting, he stated that lids will not 
help. The bears cans still get in the containers.  
 
Mayor Griffin stated the lighting fixture in need of repair was installed as part of the CBDG grant the 
Town received several years ago. The lights were designed by Crenshaw Lighting and outsourcing the 
repair would not have been feasible.  
 
Ms. Wagner asked if the light could be eliminated, it has been hit multiple times, what is the cost 
factor? Council needs to be spent our tax dollars prudentially. Councilman Bond stated that the motion 
made at the last Town Council meeting approving the repair of the light was contingent on the height 
extension of pole fixing the problem. Ms. Wagner asked how effective the light would be if the pole 
was extended. Town Manager Cox stated that it is important to have a light at the end of the trail on 
South Locust Street. She noted that she has spoken with a US Foods Truck driver and a local business 
owner about the height of the delivery trucks. Raising the height of the light pole should eliminate the 
problem and the chance that the light will be damaged in the future. 
 

Councilman Bond makes a motion, seconded by Councilman Turner, to recess until 6:30pm. 
Councilman Turner-aye 

   Councilman Whitaker-aye 
   Councilman Bond-aye 

Vice Mayor Patton-absent 
  Mayor Griffin-aye 
 

Vice Mayor Patton entered the meeting during the recess. 
 
Vice Mayor Patton makes a motion, seconded by Councilman Whitaker, to come out of recess. 

Councilman Turner-aye 
   Councilman Whitaker-aye 
   Councilman Bond-aye 

Vice Mayor Patton-aye 
  Mayor Griffin-aye 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

4 

 

PUBLIC HEARING- 
A. Conditional Use Permit Application—Ms. Stephanie Clague—203 Nira Street, Floyd, VA 24091 

Mayor Griffin read the notice for public hearing for the conditional use permit.  
 

Notice of Public Hearing of  
Floyd Town Council  

  
The Floyd Town Council will hold a public hearing on Thursday, September 3, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. in the 
W. Skip Bishop Jr., Town Hall located at 134 Wilson Street, Floyd, VA  24091. 

 
The public hearing is for public comment on the conditional use permit request by Ms. Stephanie 
Clague for an accessory dwelling unit on the property located at 203 Nira Street, Floyd, VA 24091, plat 
#55-A1-1-C10. 
 
The proposed conditional use permit request to the Code of the Town of Floyd, Virginia is pursuant to 
§18.802.04 of the Town of Floyd Land Use Regulations and §15.2-2204 of the Code of Virginia. 
 
A copy of this proposal is available for public inspection at the Floyd Town Office, 138 Wilson Street, 
Floyd, VA.  All parties in interest and citizens may appear on the above date and be heard on this 
request.   
 
Kayla Cox         Will Griffin 
Zoning Administrator Mayor,  

Town of Floyd       Town of Floyd  
 

Mayor Griffin opened the floor for public comment. 
 
Mr. Lanny Bean spoke on behalf of Ms. Cara Castle, adjoining property owner to Ms. Stephanie 
Clague. Mr. Bean stated that because the property pin at Ms. Castle’s property was removed 
during the water line installing by the Floyd-Floyd County Public Service Authority (PSA) 
contractor, Ms. Castle doesn’t know the exact location of her property line. If the tree line is the 
property line, as stated by Ms. Clague, then the building does not meet the setback because it is 
9.5 feet from the tree line not 10 feet. If you approve the request, does that mean that Town 
residents can build right beside the property line without a survey? 
 
Ms. Stephanie Clague stated that she did not say that the trees are the property line. She noted 
that she understands that Ms. Castle does not want her to convert the garage into a dwelling 
and she’s sorry about that, but things change in life. If the town says it can be done, then she 
thinks that is reasonable. In reference to the property pin, she stated that she doesn’t know 
how staff at the Floyd-Floyd County Public Service Authority (PSA) will know where to 
accurately reinstall the property pin. Ms. Clague noted that she has offered to deed Ms. Castle 
additional land so she can have more space.  
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Ms. Cara Castle stated that when she bought her property, she was told by the Turman’s, the 
previous owner of Ms. Clague’s property, that the property line was the tree stumps. She noted 
that she spoke with Mr. Richard Burton from the Floyd-Floyd County Public Service Authority 
(PSA), 3 weeks ago and he said that the contractor that removed the property pins would be 
back to put the pins back. She stated that the property needs to be surveyed to be transparent. 
She asked what are the rules in this case and how many of these (conditional use permits) has 
Council done? She continued by noting that she has lived here for two years and if she would 
have known that there was going to be a rental that close to the property, she would not have 
bought it. She then asked what it means to be grandfathered?  
 
Mayor Griffin closed the public comment period on the public hearing. 
 
Vice Mayor Patton makes a motion, seconded by Councilman Bond, to close the public hearing 
on the conditional use permit request by Ms. Stephanie Clague. 

Councilman Turner-aye 
   Councilman Whitaker-aye 
   Councilman Bond-aye 

Vice Mayor Patton-aye 
  Mayor Griffin-aye 

 
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION- 

A. Recommendation from Town of Floyd Planning Commission for Conditional Use Permit 
Application 
Council members voiced concern about the missing pin and the uncertainty of the property 
line. Town Manager Cox stated the based on the current zoning ordinance the setback for an 
accessory dwelling is ten feet. She stated that there is a metes and bounds on the property. 
Town Attorney Shortt stated that a line shot of the property line would only be needed in this 
case not a full survey of the property. Ms. Castle stated that she has asked the PSA that the pin 
be reinstalled, and Mr. Burton with the PSA is supposed to let her know a few days before. 
Town Manager Cox noted that the renovations to the structure do not include any additions to 
the back of the structure, therefore the structure would not encroach in the setback any 
further.  
 
Vice Mayor Patton stated that the PSA needs to have some type of mechanism in place to 
ensure that when a property pin is removed for a project that the pin is replaced so this does 
not happen again. He stated that this an issue that will need to be addressed at a later time. He 
then went on to discuss the possible of Ms. Clague’s accessory dwelling turning into a rental 
property once her son no longer lives in the dwelling. Is there any way to prevent that from 
happing? 
 
Town Manager Cox stated that Ms. Clague’s property is in an R-1 district which permits a 
granny house/cottage as a conditional use. Town Attorney Shortt added that it is within Town 
Council’s right to add stipulation on the conditional use permit. A conditional use permit is 
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looked at on a case by case bases. Vice Mayor Patton asked if the property on Penn Ave, 
previously owned by Darla Vest, was the only similar conditional use permit approved by Town 
Council. Town Manager Cox stated that yes that is correct. The town has other conditional use 
permit for signage, but this would be for an accessory dwelling similar to the case of Ms. Vest. 
 
Vice Mayor Patton stated he felt like council had set a precedence for accessory dwelling 
through conditional use permits when they approved the conditional use permit for Ms. Vest. 
In Ms. Vest’s case not long after she received approval for her accessory dwelling she came 
back before Town Council and requested to subdivide her property. This could happen again. 
He noted that it seems like under the current ordinance that a granny cottage is allowed 
through Town Council approval, but it also changes that way he thinks about a granny cottage. 
It could decrease the property value of neighboring properties. He continued by stating that he 
didn’t feel like Town Council could deny Ms. Clague the opportunity to covert the garage into 
an accessory dwelling since Council had set a prescience in the past and it is within the 
ordinance under Town Council’s discretion.  
 
Councilman Turner stated that Town Council had talked about this situation in length in the 
past. There are many people who may not want to put their parents into nursing homes and a 
granny cottage was a way for them to have the option to their parents close by on the same 
property. Based on the situation in the past with Ms. Vest, council was left with a bad situation 
surrounding granny cottages and council accommodated the situation as best they could. He 
didn’t feel that council had set a precedence, a conditional use permit is looked at on an 
individual bases and is up for debate.  
 
Ms. Clague intervened and stated that in her case she has more than enough land to subdivide 
her property if she wanted. The plan at this time is not for the accessory dwelling to be a rental 
(AirBnB), the plan is for son to live there and pay her rent.  
 
Councilman Whitaker stated that each permit must be looked at as it comes before council. A 
precedence has not been set. The question before council is, should we put requirements on 
the permit if it’s approved. We can request that is not be a rental property. He stated that he 
would be in favor of approving the permit if there were conditions on the approval. 
 
Councilman Bond noted that he drove by the property and the structures are not that close. He 
noted that his house and his neighbor’s house are closer than these. The garage is close to Ms. 
Castle driveway, but Ms. Clague has offered to build a fence to cut down on the noise. This was 
a nice gesture on Ms. Clague’s part. He stated the property lines should be remarked before 
final approval is given. 
 
Mayor Griffin stated that he understands the fear that the property would be sold once the 
renovations have been made, since this has happened in the past. However, Ms. Clague has 
more than enough property to divide the property as it sits now. Council needs to know that 
the setbacks have been met before we can approve the conditional use permit.   
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Vice Mayor Patton voiced concerns about mixing privately owned residences with rental 
property. He felt that these would decrease property values and it is not fair to those that live 
in the neighborhood. This is something that needs to be looked at as we (council) makes 
changes to the zoning ordinance. Councilman Turner pointed out the Ms. Clague’s permit 
application does not say that the accessory dwelling will be rental property. 
 
Town Attorney Shortt noted the council can add conditions to the conditional use permit 
approval and request that the accessory dwelling not be used as a rental property. All 
conditional use permits have different conditions based on the circumstances. 
 
Council members discussed enforcement, if the property is being rented by Ms. Clague’s son 
and the conditions that could be put on the conditional use permit so it may not be used as a 
rental by someone other than family, how will the conditions be enforced. Council member 
continued by discussing the property pin that was removed by the Floyd-Floyd County Public 
Service Authority contractor as part of the water installation project.  Councilman Turner, who 
is the Chairman of the PSA Board, stated the will call Mr. Richard Burton, superintendent at the 
PSA, tomorrow and have the matter moved to the top of his priority list. Mayor Griffin 
requested that Town Council receive documentation to ensure that the pins are replaced in the 
proper place.  
 
The conditional use permit approval was tabled until the next Town Council meeting. 
 

CLOSED SESSION- 
None 
 
ADJOURNMENT- 
Councilman Bond makes a motion, seconded by Councilman Whitaker, and unanimously carried, to 
adjourn until September 17, 2020 at 5:30 pm at the Floyd Town Hall. 
 
 
__________________________________         ______________________________________ 
Will Griffin, Mayor                     Katie Holfield, Town Clerk 


