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FLOYD TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
W. SKIP BISHOP JR., TOWN HALL 

October 1, 2020 
5:30 P.M. 
MINUTES 

 
MEETING CALL TO ORDER – Mayor Griffin called the October 1, 2020 meeting of the Floyd Town 
Council to order. 
 

ROLL CALL –Vice Mayor Patton, Councilman Turner, Councilman Whitaker, Councilman Bond, Mayor 
Griffin, Town Attorney Shortt, Town Manager Cox and Town Clerk Holfield were present. 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE- 
Vice Mayor Patton led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 

PUBLIC COMMENT- 
Ms. Linda Wagner stated that there are two issues that she has spoken with Town Manager Cox about 
that still have not been taken care of. In mid-August she spoke with Town Manager Cox about the 
lights along the trail. She was told that the bulbs were on order however the lights are still not fixed. 
She noted that on September 3rd, she requested and has not received the specifications on the light 
that was damaged.  
 

CONSENT CALENDAR- 
A. September 3rd and September 17th minutes- Council reviewed the minutes provided in their 

packets. Councilman Whitaker asked that the September 3rd minutes be amended under public 
comment period. Ms. Wagner stated that “A bear continually visits her property which could be 
a direct result of the food truck at OuterSpace in Town.” Mayor Griffin asked that September 
17th minutes be amended on page 4 where Councilman Bond stated, “it is hard to have a 
business that relies 100% on Tourism.” 
 
Councilman Bond makes a motion, seconded by Councilman Whitaker, to approve the 
September 3, 2020 and September 17, 2020 minutes as amended.  

Councilman Turner-aye 
   Councilman Whitaker-aye 
   Councilman Bond-aye 

Vice Mayor Patton-aye 
  Mayor Griffin-aye 

 
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION- 

A. CARES Act Funding 
Town Manager Cox stated that the Town has received $77,642.40 in CARES funding and to date 
$6,169.56 has been expended.  Town Manager Cox reviewed the Items for Consideration on 
the CARES funding spreadsheet. She stated that all CARES funding must be allocated and 
implemented by December 30th or the funds must be returned to the State. Vice Mayor Patton 
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asked about the line item for hazard pay for employees. Town Manager Cox noted that it is still 
uncertain if public works employees would qualify for hazard pay. She stated that the County is 
working with their lawyer and auditors for some additional clarification. Ultimately the Town 
would want to follow the County’s recommendation on public works hazard pay since the 
CARES funds were received by the County from the State. 
 
Council members discussed the Safe Street Halloween line item listed under Items for 
Consideration. Town Manager Cox stated that she met with Sheriff Craig early today and they 
discussed the possibility of shutting down a section of Oxford Street from Tise Street to 
Newtown Rd. Trunk or Treat cars or tents would be set up along one side of the road allowing 
of one way vehicle traffic from Rt8 to Rt221.  Children would be asked to stay in their cars and 
receive candy from each trunk or treat booth. Town Manager Cox stated that the section of 
closed road would be about 750 feet and allow for about 38 trunk or treat spots. These spots 
could be reserved by calling the Town office on a first come first serve bases. Sheriff Craig has 
spoken with Dr. Bissell the New River Valley Health Director and she feels that this is great way 
to encourage Centers for Disease Control (CDC) guidelines and deter house to house trick or 
treating. A notice would be sent to residents along the affected streets with information on 
how to reserve a trunk or treat spot. Councilman Turner recommended that trunk or treat 
notice encouraging residents to set up a tent at the edge of their driveway so kids will not come 
to residents’ doors.  
 
Vice Mayor Patton stated that the idea of the trunk or treat is great but is it fair that those 
along Oxford Street will get hit harder than ever with trick or treaters? It needs to be a matter 
of choice if these residents would like to attend and participate. He also asked that council 
consider a trick or treat time curfew for October 31st encouraging people to trick or treat early 
in the evening since Halloween is on a Saturday this year.  
 
Town Manager Cox stated that several other local businesses are hosting trunk or treats this 
year, the Pharm House and Citizen’s Telephone. Instead of door to door trick or treating the 
Centers for Disease Control and the Virginia Health Department are recommending alternative 
Halloween options this year. It was consensus of council members to work with the Floyd 
County Sheriff’s office to host a trunk or treat along East Oxford Street. 
 
Council members continued by discussing the CARES funding Items for Consideration. Town 
Council members discussed the trash cans and dumpsters line item. Town Council Cox stated 
that the purchase of trash cans for each resident and dumpsters for businesses would be a 
great use of CARES funds. The new trash truck has a cart tipper that would help eliminate the 
amount of trash the public works crew is touching. She noted that several of the business 
dumpsters are too large for the new truck to dump and some existing dumpsters have a lot of 
rust damage from wear and tear. Based on the amount for residents and businesses in Town, 
an estimated 325 trash cans and 16 dumpsters would need to be purchased. The purchase 
could be done using the state contract so no procurement would be needed. Council members 
decided to table discussion on the trash cans and dumpsters. 



 

3 

 

It was consensus of council members to authorize Town Manager Cox to proceed with $3,500 
of IT virtual improvement to Town Hall, $2,500 for PPE for public works staff and $4,000 for the 
Safe Street Halloween event. 

 
TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT-  
Town Manager Cox noted that Town Attorney Shortt had mentioned that the Ordinance Institution 
Emergency Procedures to Ensure Continuity of Town Government in Response to COVID-19 Disaster 
that was approved in March is set to expire. This document could be readopted through the end of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.   

Councilman Bond makes a motion, seconded by Vice Mayor Patton, to continue the Ordinance 
Institution Emergency Procedures to Ensure Continuity of Town Government in Response to 
COVID-19 Disaster though the end of the COVID-19 pandemic.  

Councilman Turner-aye 
   Councilman Whitaker-aye 
   Councilman Bond-aye 

Vice Mayor Patton-aye 
  Mayor Griffin-aye 

 
Town Manager Cox noted that several meetings ago, council members had discussed hosting the 
SECEP work program for the Floyd Visitors Center. The program requires that the host be a 
government organization or 501c3. The Chamber of Commerce no longer qualifies for the program 
since they are a 5O136. Town Manager Cox has spoken with Town Attorney Shortt about the SECEP 
program Memorandum of Understanding the Town received from Mr. John McEnhill, Chamber 
Executive Director. Town Attorney Shortt has suggested several changes. Councilman Whitaker asked if 
there is a cost to hosting the program. Town Manager Cox stated that the Town makes a contribution 
to the Chamber each year as part of the annual budget and that there is no additional cost. Town 
Manager Cox will work with Town Attorney Shortt on changes to the memorandum of understanding 
and bring it back before council for final approval. 
 
The new trash truck has arrived, and the public works crew is already using it. Mr. Andy Finn at Finn 
Graphics will be decaling the truck first of next week. 
 
Town Manager Cox stated that she is still waiting to her back from Ms. Stephanie Clague regarding her 
Conditional Use permit. At this time, Ms. Clague is waiting on the survey crew to come out and survey 
her property. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS-  
Councilman Whitaker stated that he has noticed the new bike racks around Town. The racks are very 
decorative, and he is unsure if people will understand their purpose.  
 
Councilman Whitaker asked for an update on the steps along the Heritage Trail behind the Hotel Floyd, 
have they been fixed? Town Manager Cox stated that she has looked at the steps and the cracks along 
the trail. The public works staff has sealed the cracks along the section and will work to fix the steps. 
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The Heritage Trail lights are on the contractor’s schedule to be fixed and they are waiting on parts to 
come in. The B6 light has a ballast that is bad.  
 
Councilman Whitaker asked if the Heritage Trail was stained when it was originally installed. Town 
Manager Cox stated that was stained and stamped when it was installed in 2007 or 2008. Councilman 
Whitaker stated that cracked and repaired areas do not match the original trail color, can a topical 
stain be added to match the trail color? Town Manager Cox will talk with local mason, Mr. Brian 
Tunstall about the color and a topical stain. 
 
CLOSED SESSION- 
None 
 
ADJOURNMENT- 
Councilman Whitaker makes a motion, seconded by Councilman Bond, and unanimously carried, to 
adjourn until October 15, 2020 at 5:30 pm at the Floyd Town Hall. 
 
 
__________________________________         ______________________________________ 
Will Griffin, Mayor                     Katie Holfield, Town Clerk 


