
 

 

 
 

Information Sheet for Participation in a Research Study 
 

 

Principal Investigator: Julie Gerdes, PhD; 757-619-9736, jgerdes@vt.edu  
IRB# and Title of Study: IRB 21-012 - Study on COVID-19 Vaccine 

Communication in SW Virginia 
Sponsor: Virginia Tech College of Liberal Arts and Human Sciences; 

Virginia Tech Institute for Society, Culture and Environment  
 
You are invited to participate in a research study.  This form includes information about 
the study and contact information if you have any questions. 

WHAT SHOULD I KNOW? 

 
If you decide to participate in this study, you will participate in a survey and a 

focus group. The survey will take 8-10 minutes during your own time, and the 

focus group will take 30-40 minutes during a scheduled time, for a total of 50 

minutes total. To be included in this study, you must live in the New River, 

Allegheny, or Roanoke health district, and you must identify as one of the 

following: Latinx, Black, a member of a faith community, or disabled. 

Questions in this survey address the following topics: 

1. General background information about your race, gender, religion, and 

political affiliation. This information will help us organize focus groups and 

understand how responses may differ based on demographic information; 

2. Your initial impressions of COVID-19 vaccine communication materials in 

Virginia. This will give you an idea of the materials before focus groups 

meet, and it will help us evaluate existing messages; 

3. Contact information: this will be used only to contact you regarding focus 

group meeting plans, compensation via gift card, and results of the study for 

your review. 

After you complete the survey, you will likely be contacted to participate in a 

focus group. You will have the option to call into the focus group on a telephone 

mailto:jgerdes@vt.edu


 

or to log into a Zoom online meeting space using the internet on a computer, 

smart phone, or tablet. In the focus group, you will be with 3 or 4 other 

participants and a moderator who will ask you questions about your opinions on 

the COVID-19 vaccine. You will talk with your group members about your 

feelings, opinions, and experiences. These discussions will be audio recorded so 

that they can be transcribed. Recording of the interview is required, but it will be 

de-identified so that it cannot be associated with your name or other identifying 

information. You can choose to use the call-in feature of Zoom to dial in via 

telephone or to log into Zoom via the internet, in which case the use of a camera 

is optional and entirely based on your preference. Your name will be removed 

from transcripts, but you can also change your name to a fake name on Zoom for 

increased confidentiality.  

If you are unable to participate in a telephone or Zoom focus group, you may be 

offered the option to participate in an in-person focus group. In this case, 

researchers will take precautions to limit risk of contracting COVID-19 by 

disinfecting all surfaces, conducting focus groups outside, maintaining physical 

distancing, and limiting focus groups to no more than five participants. If you 

participate in an in-person focus group, you can also complete the survey in 

person, and you will receive additional information when you arrive at the location 

of the focus group.  

Some examples of the questions you will be asked are “How do you feel about 

the way that vaccines were developed?” and “What are your main concerns 

about the vaccine?” 

We do not anticipate any risks from completing this study. 
 
You can choose whether to be in this study or not.  If you volunteer to be in this 
study, you may withdraw at any time without consequences of any kind.  You 
may also refuse to answer any questions you don’t want to answer and remain in 
the study. You will be expected to be kind to other focus group members. The 
investigator may withdraw you from this research if circumstances arise which 
warrant doing so.   
 
You will not receive compensation for participating in the survey, but you will 
receive a $25 gift card to Amazon if you participate in a focus group, even if you 
withdraw or leave the focus group prematurely.  
 
You will be invited to review a summary of results from this study.  

 



 

 

CONFIDENTIALITY 

 
We will do our best to protect the confidentiality of the information we gather from 
you, but we cannot guarantee 100% confidentiality. 
 
Any data collected during this research study will be kept confidential by the 
researchers. Your interview will be audio-recorded using a digital recorder and 
then transcribed. The researchers will code the transcripts using a pseudonym 
(false name). The recordings will be uploaded to a secure password-protected 
computer in the researcher’s office. The researchers will maintain a list that 
includes a key to the code. The master key and the recordings will be stored for 3 
years after the study has been completed and then destroyed.  

  

WHO CAN I TALK TO? 

 
If you have any questions or concerns about the research, please feel free to 

contact Julie Gerdes, PhD by phone at 757-619-9736 or by email at 

jgerdes@vt.edu.  You are not waiving any legal claims, rights or remedies 

because of your participation in this research study.  If you have questions 

regarding your rights as a research participant, contact the Virginia Tech HRPP 

Office at 540-231-3732 (irb@vt.edu). 

 

Please print out a copy of this information sheet for your records. 
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