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FLOYD TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
W. SKIP BISHOP JR., TOWN HALL 

JUNE 16, 2022  
5:30 P.M. 

MINUTES 
 
 
MEETING CALL TO ORDER – Mayor Griffin called the June 16, 2022, meeting of the Floyd Town 
Council to order at 5:30 p.m. 
 
Town Council ROLL CALL –Vice Mayor Turner, Councilman Whitaker, Councilman Bond, Mayor 
Griffin, Town Attorney Murrell, Town Manager Morris, and Town Clerk Gregory were present. 
Councilman Patton arrived at conclusion of roll call for closing public hearing. 
 
MOMENT OF SILENCE - 

Mayor Griffin called for a moment of silence. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE- 

Councilman Bond led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
CITIZENS COMMENT –  

Mayor Griffin opened the floor for Citizens Comment. 
 

Mr. Craig Chancellor, Floyd County Chamber of Commerce’s Chair of Board, spoke on the $1,650.00 
donation that was allocated to Floyd County Chamber of Commerce, “hereinafter referred to as “The 
Chamber”.  Mr. Chancellor spoke on behalf of The Chamber and indicated the Interim Executive 
Director, Ms. Branks, informed The Chamber’s officers and board of the designated amount.  Upon 
learning they would not be receiving the requested $2,500 donation, The Chamber’s officers and board 
members were disappointed as the amount requested was based the Visitor Center’s expenses and the 
amount received prior to the COVID-19 pandemic.   
 
Mr. Chancellor told town council members the funding would be designated to help cover the 
expenses and work done by Ms. Branks as part of her duties running the Floyd, VA Visitor Center, not 
for The Chamber.  He said The Chamber looked for ways to reduce expenses without reducing service 
level. The Chamber does have fundraisers, such as the Rubber Duck Race, published tourist 
information book, and annual member dinner/auction.   
 
The Chamber and Visitor Center, along with the Floyd Tourism office share the same area and are 
very conscientious about expenditures so they moved several months ago to a location that was less 
expensive.  To continue with the work at the Floyd Visitor Center, they need help through funding 
from the Town of Floyd and from Floyd County. 
 
The Chamber and Visitor Center was a resource for all citizens and visitors to Floyd, regardless of 
membership in The Chamber.  He provided examples of support, such as a list of people selling 
firewood and snow removal.   
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Mr. Chancellor implored the Floyd Town Council members to reconsider the donation and return it to 
the pre-pandemic amount of $2,500.00.  Mayor Griffin told Mr. Chancellor the council may revisit his 
comments later in the meeting. 
 
With no other speakers, Mayor Griffin closed the Citizens Comment period. 

 

PRESENTATIONS – none 
 
PROPOSED FY2021-2022 BUDGET- 
A. PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED FY2022-2023 BUDGET- 

Mayor Griffin read the notice of proposed FY2022-2023 Budget. 
   

LEGAL NOTICE ORDER OF PUBLICATION 

THE FLOYD TOWN COUNCIL will hold a Public Hearing Thursday, June 16, 2022, at 5:30 p.m. in 
the W. Skip Bishop, Jr. Town Hall on the proposed budget for FY2022-2023. Copies of the proposed 
FY2022-2023 budget are available for public inspection at the Town of Floyd Office, 138 Wilson 
Street, Floyd, VA, and Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

 
Income: $815, 000.00 
Total Income: $815,000.00 

Expenses:  

--Administrative Budget $507,775.00 
--Public Works $ 74,900.00 
--General Corporation Expense $232,325.00 
Total Expenses: $815,000.00 

Andrew C. Morris, Town Manager 

The regular meeting of the Floyd Town Council will immediately follow the Public Hearing on the 
proposed 2022-2023 budget at the W. Skip Bishop, Jr. Town Hall, 134 Wilson Street, Floyd, VA. 

 
Mayor Griffin opened the floor for public comment on the FY2022-2023 Budget, being no public 
comment, the following motion was made. 

Vice Mayor Turner made a motion, seconded by Councilman Bond, to close the public hearing on 
the FY2022-2023 Budget: 
 
ROLL CALL: 

 Vice Mayor Turner – yes    Councilman Whitaker – yes 
Councilman Bond – yes    Mayor Griffin – yes 
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Councilman Patton– absent 
B. PROPOSED FY2022-2023 BUDGET 

Mayor Griffin asked Town Council members if anyone would like to discuss the Proposed comment 
on the FY2022-2023 Budget, after no discussion, the following motion was made: 

Vice Mayor Turner made a motion, seconded by Councilman Bond, to approve the proposed FY 2022-
2023 Budget. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 Vice Mayor Turner – yes    Councilman Whitaker – no 
 Councilman Bond – yes    Mayor Griffin – yes 

Councilman Patton– yes 
 
C. DONATIONS IN FY2022-2023 BUDGET 

Mayor Griffin address Mr. Chancellor as how donation allocations were determined. After the Town 
Council receive donation requests and listen to presentations, each complete a form as to how they 
wanted to allocate funds.  The Town Manager put the collective submissions in a spreadsheet and 
averaged them.  The donation allocation is based on the final average, which was the democratic 
method they found to distribute funds.   
 
Mayor Griffin added they heard Mr. Chancellor’s comments requesting the council reconsider the 
$1650 donation to The Chamber and donate $2,500.  He said they could not make the change at that 
time unless council members vote to make the change.  However, later in the year, they will evaluate 
the budget and if they have the projected additional funds, they can discuss providing the extra funds 
from contingency in the town’s budget.  
 
Councilman Bond added he thought only one organization got the amount that they requested which 
was a $250 request. Unfortunately, they were not able to fully fund anyone. 
 
Councilman Patton said he did not agree with the complete procedure used to determine how much 
each non-profit received.  He said one councilman did not allocate any funds to some non-profits and 
one allocated more than some non-profits requested.  He said the donation to The Chamber was a 
prime example of someone allocating little to nothing as donation to them. 

 
 

ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION/ACTION-  
A. Financials 

Town Manager Morris responded to Councilman Bond all bank franchise taxes had been received.  
One payment was received in June so it was not included in May’s financial statement.  
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Town Manager Morris also reported two companies repaid their low interest loans early.  The low 
interest loans as part of Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) previously received by the 
Town of Floyd. 

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT -  
Town Manager Morris said he spoke with someone at Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) 
earlier that afternoon because the street sweeping is not going well. VDOT’s new subcontractor’s 
equipment broke down twice and still had not received the parts.  Town of Floyd’s Locust Street and 
Main Street will continue to be first on list to be swept. 
 
Mr. Morris said for the furnace in the garage, he thinks that heat tape will work in an emergency if the 
furnace should go out.  The public works staff could also use portable heaters to get them through until 
a new heat system is purchased and installed. 
 
The first 2022 Small Town Summer event in Warren G. Lineberry Park, hereinafter referred to as 
“Lineberry Park”, went well. Town Manager Morris said he counted over 200 people in attendance. 
He said there were a lot of children there, running around the field and seemed to have fun.  He said 
the bouncy houses were popular.   
 
A day or so after the first Small Town Summer, the town manager said he reached out to the Floyd 
County Recreation Department’s director, Jacob Agee.  Mr. Agee said he would be willing to run 
some children activities, such as sack races or Frisbee toss at some of the Small-Town Summer events. 
Town Manager Morris suggested prizes could include tee shirts left over from previous years’ Small-
Town Summer events.  
 
The town manager said while at Small Town Summer, he noticed a couple of things that need repair at 
Lineberry Park.  He said some of the lights were out in several spots.  Almost all the lights are out in 
the step/rows of the amphitheater.  He and the public works employees replaced some of the bulbs 
tried to trouble shoot.  He said they will have to get an electrician to fix the issue. He did not have any 
quotes but expect the charge to be based on hourly rate.  Town Manager Morris said they would try to 
come up with more ideas to trouble shoot before spending the money.   
 
In response to Mayor Griffin’s inquiry on the light timers, the town manager said the old timers are not 
working and need replacement. Mayor Griffin commented the lights and electrical must be repaired at 
Warren G. Lineberry Park. 
 
Councilman Whitaker asked if it would be possible to shorten the break between acts and ending 
music at 9 p.m.  He said by the time the headliner came on, many people had left. He felt like it would 
be discouraging for headliner to see a large crowd for first act then saw them leave by the time he 
played.  
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Councilman Whitaker also said Warren G. Lineberry Park is an alcohol-free area.  He saw a few 
people at Small Town Summer drinking alcoholic beverages such as beer. Would it be possible for 
Dylan Locke to diplomatically remind attendees not to take alcohol into Lineberry Park?  Town 
Manager Morris said he would discuss with Mr. Locke. 

 
Town Manager Morris reported he and the town clerk recently found out horse rides were planned for 
Hispanic Heritage Celebration on Sept. 17th. Town Council had approved the application, which did 
not include horses or vendors.  A Certificate of Insurance, naming Town of Floyd as additional 
insured, was sent to the town for the horse rides.  HHH Community Farm, aka Horses Healing Hearts 
will be handing the rides as a vendor at Hispanic Heritage Celebration. 
 
Town Clerk Gregory spoke with one of the organizers of Hispanic Heritage Celebration and let her 
know Floyd Town Council members may need to vote on the additional activities at the event.  The 
town clerk told her the vendor and organizers would be responsible for cleaning all mess created by 
the horses.  Also, she needed to provide written information by early July, including the section of 
Lineberry Park where the rides would take place, how it will be conducted, plus any other activities. 

 
Town Manager Morris said he had begun revising the website, which included a new look, and 
showed members the new site.  He told town council members and mayor he would like updated 
pictures of them and their bios.  He said he would provide them with a list of questions to answer for 
their bio.  He would like to get group photo at next town council meeting. 
 

OTHER -  
Councilman Whitaker mentioned at the prior day’s tourism DRIVE 2.0 event, it was suggested the 
town put a sign to identify the kiosk.  The kiosk is valuable resource to highlight businesses to visitors.  
Many business owners in town do not even know it exists.  He also asked the town manager if there 
could be a way to reduce the glare on the kiosk screen.  In addition, he mentioned there needs to be a 
double-sided sign to identify the rest rooms.  
 
Vice Mayor Turner asked if the town manager could check with VDOT about brighter streetlights at 
intersections of Locust Street – Oxford Street, Main Street-Oxford Street, and Main Street – Barberry 
Road. He said those areas are dark at night and it is difficult to see pedestrians crossing at those 
locations.  Although it is dark on far side of Food Lion, he is not sure if there are many pedestrians 
crossing in that area. 
 
 Mayor Griffin mentioned to town council members they had copies of emails the town received 
opposing the Floyd County Ministerial Association’s Unity in the Community event on July 8, 2022, 
in Warren G. Lineberry Park. The town councilmen, mayor, and town manager discussed the concerns 
expressed in emails and agreed none wanted the Unity event to overshadow the music at the 
businesses and other activities which adjoin Warren G. Lineberry Park.  They also discussed how the 
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Unity event, as described in application, compared to the musicians that play along the alcoves and 
sidewalks on Friday evenings.  They agreed the application was approved only for the July 8th event as 
a trial.  If the association wanted to continue, they would need to submit another application and 
approval would be based on experience and feedback regarding July 8th.   
 
Town Manager Morris told council members he was still waiting for the Floyd County Ministerial 
Association’s certificate of insurance, naming Town of Floyd as additional insured.  He agreed to 
speak with the reverend who submitted the application.  He would express concerns about sound not 
competing with ongoing events, so they are not adversely affected. 
 
Councilman Patton read an email regarding Floyd County Ministerial Association’s Unity in the 
Community event and thanked all the town council members for approving the event on July 8, 2022, 
on a trial basis and decide afterwards about approving their future events.  He strongly encouraged 
each member to attend the activities in town on July 8th so they can have informed discussion at the 
following town council meeting regarding future events at Warren G. Lineberry Park on Friday 
evenings. 
 
Councilman Patton also informed the town manager and town clerk the council agreed to refer to 
Warren G. Lineberry Park by its full name to honor Mr. Lineberry for all his contributions to the Town 
of Floyd.  The full name should be used in all marketing and/or printed materials, websites, etc. 
 
Councilman Patton addressed the importance of the news media as being watchdog of democracy, 
reporting on the safety and the actions of government is one of the major responsibilities of the news 
media. He thanked the local owners and expressed the importance of local-owned media covering 
government honestly and factually. 
 
Councilman Patton offered a motion to authorize the town manager to pursue the purchase of a 
superior recording equipment, so the recordings are easy to hear and understand what each person is 
saying.  The recording would make transcribing the meeting easier and more accurate. 
 
Councilman Patton made a motion, seconded by Vice Mayor Turner, for town manager to obtain 
quotes to purchase superior quality audio and video recording equipment so that anyone speaking at 
town meetings are clearly recorded. 
 

ROLL CALL: 
 Vice Mayor Turner – yes    Councilman Whitaker – yes 
 Councilman Bond – yes    Mayor Griffin – yes 

Councilman Patton– yes 
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Councilman Whitaker said he would like to provide a response to the town’s statement regarding the 
lawsuit.  Councilman Whitaker read his own statement which included the suit was filed by him as a 
private citizen regarding free speech.   
 
The Floyd Beacon reporter, Ms. Becky Howell, said the July 16th Floyd Town Council meeting would 
be the last she would be covering since The Floyd Beacon was closing.  She thanked everyone again. 
 
CLOSED SESSION- none 
 
ADJOURNMENT- 
 
Vice Mayor Turner motioned, seconded by Councilman Patton, and unanimously carried, to adjourn 
until Thursday, July 7, 2022, at 6:30 pm at the W. Skip Bishop Town Hall. 
 
 
 
 

__________________________________________          ______________________________________ 
       William R. Griffin, Mayor                    Lynn Gregory, Town Clerk 

 
 


