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FLOYD TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
W. SKIP BISHOP JR., TOWN HALL 

August 18, 2022  
5:30 P.M. 
MINUTES 

 
 
MEETING CALL TO ORDER –Mayor Griffin called the August 18, 2022, meeting of the Floyd 
Town Council to order at 5:30 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL –Vice Mayor Turner, Councilman Whitaker, Councilman Bond, Mayor Griffin,  Town 
Attorney Murrell, Town Manager Morris, and Town Clerk Gregory were present. Councilman Patton 
was absent. 
 
MOMENT OF SILENT PRAYER - 
Mayor Griffin called for a moment of silent prayer. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE- 
Councilman Whitaker led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
CITIZENS COMMENTS –  
Jack Wall, a local business owner and resident, said he was a Democrat and was there to support the 
general position of Councilman Whitaker regarding free speech issue for political messaging.  He said it 
was a contentious time in politics and believed municipalities should be more accommodating of people 
expressing their beliefs.  He encouraged the town council make sure the town’s legal team is well versed 
in constitutional law. 
 
PRESENTATIONS –  
A. Citizen Recognition - Connie Mitchell 

Mayor Griffin gave a brief background and purpose of Town of Floyd’s Citizen Recognition.  He 
introduced Mrs. Mitchell then read the Proclamation to Honor Mrs. Connie Mitchell.  Mayor Griffin 
presented Mrs. Mitchell with a framed photograph of Town of Floyd. 

 

WHEREAS, Mrs. Connie Mitchell is an important asset and contributor to the Town of Floyd and the 
Floyd community as a whole. Mrs. Mitchell has provided countless hours of service to the citizens of 
the Floyd community; and  
 

WHEREAS, Mrs. Mitchell has unselfishly devoted her time, energy, and talents as a long tenured 
member of the Floyd County Historical Society. Mrs. Mitchell has served on the Board of Directors 
for the Floyd County Historical Society for thirteen years and currently holds the officer position of 
Secretary. Mrs. Mitchell has also served on the Jacksonville Cemetery Board of Directors for over a 
decade and is a current member of the Floyd Retired Teachers association; and 
 

WHEREAS, Mrs. Mitchell has served our community greatly, giving of her time and expertise by 
applying her energies into the Floyd County Historical Society and in particular the Historical 
Museum. Mrs. Mitchell plays a huge role in the daily operations of the Museum by designing and 
installing exhibits, producing newsletters and calendars, and serving as an ambassador of the Floyd 
community to all museum visitors. Mrs. Mitchell plays a vital role in the preservation of the history 
of the Floyd community and the Town of Floyd; and  
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT PROCLAIMED, that the Floyd Town Council wishes to honor her work 
and achievements and express their sincere gratitude and their appreciation for the devotion Mrs. 
Connie Mitchell continues to provide to our community and to the Town of Floyd; and 
 

BE IT FUTHER RESOLVED that Mrs. Mitchell be presented with this proclamation as a token of 
admiration and respect from the Mayor and the Council Members of the Town of Floyd.  

 

BE IT STILL FURTHER RESOLVED that the Town Clerk shall publish this Proclamation in the 
Town of Floyd’s minute book. 
 

Adopted this Eighteenth day of August 2022. 
 
Mrs. Mitchell thanked the Town Council and spoke about her growing up in Floyd and her father 
who was active in Town of Floyd government, both as a Town Councilman and a Mayor, for many 
years. She said her civic mindedness came from her parents and all they did for the community. She 
credited her education through Floyd County Public Schools and support from the Floyd County 
Historical Society members.  She briefly spoke about planned renovation and usage plans for the  
 

B. Habitat for Humanity of the New River Valley – Jim Drader, Executive Director 
Mr. Drader introduced himself and Habitat for Humanity of the New River Valley’s (Habitat NRV) 
Construction Program Manager, Jeff Walls.  Mr. Drader provided a brief history of Habitat NRV and 
said in 2007-2008 they did do much building.   
 
One of their first new single-family home projects was in Floyd on New Town Road.  It is next door 
to their new project, townhomes, in Floyd.  The land for the townhomes was donated by local 
business owners. Four of the seven townhomes will have two bathrooms and be ADA accessible.  
All the townhomes were designed and will be built as zero-energy homes. Habitat NRV’s goal is for 
$0 utility bills.  The townhomes will be like ones built on Church Street in Blacksburg. 
 
Mr. Drader said they anticipate having 300 volunteers helping with the townhome construction on 
New Town Road.  Some of the volunteers will be high school students and the rest will be from area 
churches, RV Care-A-Vanners, and other organizations.   
 
Mr. Drader said all of the current projects in Floyd were due to program started in 2017, Floyd 
Initiative for Safe Housing (FISH).  FISH is made up of citizens and various businesses and 
organizations to look at specific needs in Floyd County to ensure safe and affordable housing.  Mr. 
Drader said they partnered with FISH to repair existing homes.  He said FISH had been very active 
with repairing houses in Floyd.  Mr. Drader said Habitat NRV received community grant, 
$1,100,000, for approximately thirteen houses, including repairs, throughout Floyd County.  He said 
their first two projects were in Copper Hill.  The houses were in such poor condition, the houses 
were torn down and new houses built, which would soon be completed.  He said FISH kept Habitat 
NRV informed of needs in Floyd.  
 
Mr. Drader said Habitat NRV had reached out to local school systems and let them know they 
wanted to help their trades programs.  He said it would give students and opportunity to learn about 
building home.  He said Floyd County school students would have a chance to learn firsthand and 
gain experience. 
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When asked, Mr. Drader said anyone interested in applying for a home, should visit their website, 
habitatnrv.org/homebuyers.  The website provides information relating to qualifications and 
application. 
  

ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION/ACTION-  
 

C. Financials – 
Town Manager Morris responded to Councilman Whitaker regarding the Loan Pool report, one 
balance was the cash balance available to loan.  The Economic Development balance was half of 
monthly loan receipts that were placed in a separate account.  He said no applications had been 
received.   
 
Vice Mayor Turner said if no one is applying for loans, he would like other options for the funds.  
Town Manager Morris suggested putting some of the economic development funds in a CD.  He 
confirmed the funds were in a non-interest bearing account.  He said rate for 13-month CD account 
was 1.5% and 9-month CD was 1.25%.  He said he could split the funds into a couple of CDs with 
different maturity dates.  Mayor Griffin asked the town manager to verify rates for FDIC – insured 
CDs.   
 
The town manager responded to Mayor Griffin that the Town of Floyd had received the American 
Rescue Protection Act (ARPA) funds. 
 

D. Warren G. Lineberry Park Use Application – Floyd County Ministerial Association 
Councilman Bond said he went to the August 12th Unity in the Community event at the Warren G. 
Lineberry Park, hereinafter referred to as “Lineberry Park”.  He said he got there late but he heard a 
little of the music but mostly preaching.  It did end exactly at 7 p.m. He said it seemed a little louder 
and Councilman Whitaker agreed that it was louder at times.  He said he tried to speak to business 
owners closest Lineberry Park for their opinion.  He said he could not catch one and another said the 
Unity in the Community event was very loud in his building.  Councilman Bond added he had 
nothing against the event and organizers did everything council requested.  He said he would just 
prefer to get away from organized events in Lineberry Park on Friday evenings. 
 
Councilman Whitaker said the council needed to decide about the application for Unity in the 
Community on September 2nd.  He said he agreed they should do something different on Friday 
nights in the future.  He wondered if the town should restrict Friday evenings so no group had 
exclusive rights and he spoke with Mayor Griffin about it.  He said he thought they should let people 
on the street and those playing on sidewalks know Lineberry Park was available for them to play, 
without amplification.  He thought it would allow groups to play in Lineberry Park, without 
amplification, and they may enjoy having so much space. 
 
Council members discussed that Friday evenings in Town of Floyd is typically music, nothing with a 
lot of talk.  Councilman Turner was concerned having things in Lineberry Park on Friday evenings 
and events competing with each other.  He said the Town of Floyd did not sanction Unity in the 



    - 4 - 

Community events but some people thought the town did. He said he was walking up the street from 
Lineberry Park and could hear the Unity in the Community event.   
 
Councilman Whitaker did credit the organizers who encouraged people to enjoy the music on the 
street and patronize the businesses in town.  He said he would favor approving the September 2nd 
application but doing something different for future events.   
 
Mayor Griffin confirmed the applications for September 2nd and October 7th would require separate 
motions for approval.  He said the decision was hard especially because they were all hesitant from 
the beginning to allow organized events in Lineberry Park on Friday evenings – no matter the 
organizers.  He said there were several businesses in town, besides the Country Store, dependent on 
the success of the Floyd County Country Store’s Friday night jamboree.   After the August 12th 
event, the town received negative comments from a couple of the business owners who indicated the 
event was too loud or hurt their business.   
 
Council members discussed the previous Unity in the Community events seemed to have lower 
attendance than the first. Several seemed to agree there could be higher turnout if it were held on a 
different evening when people may have more time to attend rather than after working all day. 
Councilman Whitaker suggested the event in October be moved to a Saturday evening.  They all  
agreed the Unity in the Community should be moved to another evening.  Vice Mayor Turner 
suggested the representative or organizer for Floyd County Ministerial Association’s Unity in the 
Community attend the September 15th Town Council meeting to discuss solutions.  
 
Vice Mayor Turner motioned, seconded by Councilman Whitaker, the Floyd Town Council approve 
the September 2, 2022 Floyd County Ministerial Association’s Unity in the Community event in 
Lineberry Park with the same stipulations as their August 12th event.   
 
Roll Call: 
 

Councilman Patton— absent  Vice Mayor Turner—yes 
 Councilman Whitaker—yes  Councilman Bond—yes 
     Mayor Griffin—yes 
 
Mayor Griffin said Town Manager Morris will contact the Unity in the Community representative to 
let him know only the September 2nd event was approved.  At that time, the town manager could 
suggest the Floyd County Ministerial Association hold the event another evening in October.  If they 
want to discuss, representatives from Floyd County Ministerial Association should attend the 
September 15th Town Council meeting.  The mayor asked the town manager to request the organizer 
lower the volume during the during the amplified portion of the Unity in the Community event. 
 

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT- 
Town Manager Morris said the auction for the old garbage truck ended not long before the meeting 
that evening.  He said the highest bid was $7500.  The Gov.Deal agent contacted him and inquired if 
he wanted to accept or if they should list it again.  He asked town council members to provide their 
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preference.  Town Council members discussed and agreed it was a fair price based on age and 
condition of the truck. 

 
Councilman Bond motioned, seconded by Councilman Whitaker, approving the town manager 
acceptance of the $7,500 bid to sell the old garbage truck. 
   
Roll Call: 
 

Councilman Patton— absent  Vice Mayor Turner—yes 
 Councilman Whitaker—yes  Councilman Bond—yes 
     Mayor Griffin—yes 
 
 
Town Manager Morris provided an update on the Dodge truck with transmission issues.  He said 
public works staff will take truck to repair shop for diagnosis and repair the transmission issue as 
appropriate.  He said he had seen dealers started to get new ¾ ton trucks, the size needed to replace 
the Dodge.  New prices were quite high, approximately $65,000 - $70,000 before dump bed.  They 
priced an used 2018 with dump bed was $61,000.  He said he would keep the council members 
updated on repair and monitor state contract rates on trucks. 
 
The town manager asked if the town council members had an idea of how much of the balances he 
should move into a CD.  Mayor Griffin asked the town manager to report at the September 1st 
meeting what are the current penalties for early withdrawal.   
 
Council members discussed various options for investing funds from the economic development 
account, including investment groups.  Mayor Griffin mentioned they previously considered 
investing with a firm but there was some reason they could not invest public funds that way.  Vice 
Mayor Turner said he remembered something about it but could not remember the exact reason they 
were unable to use an investment firm.  Mayor Griffin asked Ms. Murrell to look into matter and any 
legal limitations for investing into a CD with a bank or investment firm. 
 
Town Manager Morris said he obtained quotes for excavation and pouring concrete parking pad for 
the W. Skip Bishop, Jr., Town Hall ADA compliance project.  He indicated he would like the town 
council to approve doing the project in two phases with the first being the outside work before 
weather became cold.  He called the town council’s attention to copies of the quotes he obtained for 
the parking pad. He said both contractors were reputable and did quality work.  The other contractors 
contacted for quotes did not respond.   
 
The town manager said he spoke to Mr. Bolt, the Floyd County Building Inspector, about the outside 
work.  Mr. Bolt was fine with the plan but indicated he would need to inspect and approve the work 
for ADA compliance. 
 
Vice Mayor Turner expressed concern the quote stated it did not include any railing on the retaining 
wall or demolition of the wall.  He said he did not think the retaining wall was on town property.  
Town Manager Morris confirmed it was not part of the town’s property or responsibility.  He said 
the low bidder was concerned that if something happened it would not be their responsibility.  He 
said he and Mr. Maslaney looked at area in question and neither think it would be an issue. 
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Town Manager did ask if the town council would approve slVRSA Workers' Compensation Payroll 
Self-Audit: P-2021-2022-VRSA-0535-3, Floydightly more than quoted in case the contractor ran 
into unexpected issues that could not wait until another council meeting.  After discussion, they 
agreed to approve 20% more than the quoted amount for exterior site work.  Any extra expenses 
would require town council approval. 
 
Councilman Bond motioned, seconded by Councilman Whitaker, to approve quote plus 20% by C 
and D Building, LLC to do exterior site work for ADA compliance. 
   
Roll Call: 
 

Councilman Patton— absent  Vice Mayor Turner—yes 
 Councilman Whitaker—yes  Councilman Bond—yes 
     Mayor Griffin—yes 
 
 
Town Manager Morris said the town clerk had been working with the Floyd County Public Schools 
management and someone from the GFWC - Floyd County Woman's Club, Inc., hereinafter referred 
to as the “Woman’s Club”, regarding using school buses to transport people from town to the Arts 
and Craft Festival at the Floyd County High School.  The festival this year is scheduled for October 
1-2, 2022. 
 
Mayor Griffin provided background on the town’s involvement in school transportation for the Arts 
and Craft Festival. He said the town had been doing it for several years.  
 
Town Clerk Gregory said the only difference this year from previous year, she removed the 
paragraph referring to masks from the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the Floyd 
County Public School Board, hereinafter referred to as the “School Board”. She said Superintendent 
Wheeler had reviewed and approved the draft MOU. 
 
The town clerk also said the Woman’s Club reimbursed the town for all costs related to the buses 
and drivers used for the event.  She could not find written agreement for reimbursement so she used 
the MOU with the School Board as a template for MOU with the Woman’s Club.  She said she sent 
both MOUs to the town attorney for review and approval. 
 
Councilman Whitaker motioned, seconded by Vice Mayor Turner, to approve the Memorandums of 
Understanding with both the School Board and the Woman’s Club for use of school buses and 
drivers to transport people to and from the Arts and Craft Festival on October 1 – 2, 2022. 
   
Roll Call: 
 

Councilman Patton— absent  Vice Mayor Turner—yes 
 Councilman Whitaker—yes  Councilman Bond—yes 
     Mayor Griffin—yes 
 
Town Manager Morris also asked the town council members to consider adding a separate logo 
which would only be used for marketing along with a slogan, “Where Culture meets Creativity”.  
The current logo would continue to be used for all official documents; the new logo would only be 
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for marketing.  He said if they agreed, he would have a graphic artist provide a concept drawing for 
them to consider.  
 
Mayor Griffin said he would like to think about it and discuss more at the next meeting when all 
council members were there.  Vice Mayor Turner said he would like to see logo options with 
pictures of the town.  They discussed including the tourism director in discussion. 
 
Town Manager Morris said Floyd County Board of Supervisors had contributed $35,000 of ARPA 
funds to tourism and asked if the town had considered using some of their ARPA money for tourism.  
Mayor Griffin said they had not because they wanted to know the total cost for the W. Skip Bishop, 
Jr., Town Hall ADA compliance project.  They had also discussed providing money to the Floyd-
Floyd County Public Service Authority (PSA).  The mayor mentioned they would know how much 
of the funds remained after they had final expenses for renovation.   
 
Town Manager Morris said he had received estimates for the ADA compliance project’s interior 
work and they exceeded the small purchasing requirement.  The town would need to issue a Request 
for Proposal (RFP) and Mr. Maslaney would work on the bid package.  He hoped to have a draft by 
next meeting. 

 
OTHER BUSINESS –  

Town Manager Morris asked town council if they would agree to set aside some time to discuss one-
year, three-year, five-year, and ten-year plans of where the town council would like to go.  He would 
like to have the information to look for funding opportunities and how to move forward.  Mayor 
Griffin said they should absolutely do that in a meeting.  He said the second meeting of the month 
had been designated as a planning meeting but they deviated away from it. 

 
ADJOURNMENT- 

Councilman Whitaker motioned, seconded by Councilman Bond, and unanimously carried, to 
adjourn until September 1, 2022, at 6:30 pm at the Floyd Town Hall. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________         ______________________________________ 
Will Griffin, Mayor                     Lynn Gregory, Town Clerk 

 
 




