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FLOYD TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
W. SKIP BISHOP JR., TOWN HALL 

September 15, 2022  
5:30 P.M. 
MINUTES 

 
 
MEETING CALL TO ORDER –Mayor Griffin called the September 15, 2022, meeting of the Floyd 
Town Council to order at 5:30 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL – Councilman Patton, Vice Mayor Turner, Councilman Whitaker, Councilman Bond, 
Mayor Griffin,  Town Attorney Murrell, Town Manager Morris, and Town Clerk Gregory were present.  
 
MOMENT OF SILENT PRAYER - 
Mayor Griffin called for a moment of silent prayer. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE- 
Councilman Patton led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
CITIZENS COMMENTS –  
The following Floyd County residents spoke at the meeting: 

Renee Metcalf – spoke in support of allowing the Floyd County Ministerial Association to continue 
to use Warren G. Lineberry Park, hereinafter referred to as “Lineberry Park”.  She asked Town 
Council to support the pastors in Lineberry Park. 
 
Rick Metcalf – spoke in support of allowing pastors to preach in Lineberry Park.  He also asked 
Town Council to stop the lawsuit filed by Councilman Whitaker and everyone’s right to free speech.  
He also said he objected to the Town of Floyd installing a camera in downtown area due to 
infringement of privacy.  
 
Robert Charles Smith read the First Amendment to the Constitution of the United States.    
 
Becky Howell – she said they were all fortunate to live in a country that allows each citizen to vote 
for the person they feel will best represent them. She said they need to encourage citizens to make 
important choices.  She thinks it can be facilitated by allowing residents to display more signs.  She 
urged the Town Council to save citizens money in two ways.  Reconsider the sign ordinance when 
doing the ordinance for murals.  Also eliminate the cost of lawsuit by ending it. 

 
PRESENTATIONS –  
Sarah Kelly, Executive Director, of the Ruritan Club. She introduced her organization by telling the 
Town Council that Ruritan is a national service organization that is headquartered in Dublin, VA.  She 
said they are the only national non-profit that is headquartered in Virginia. She spoke about how Ruritan 
helped her become more engaged in her community.  
 
Ms. Kelly said she would like the Town Council’s support to form a new Ruritan Club in Floyd. She 
said the only Ruritan Club in Floyd County is in Check  She said when in Floyd last, she spoke to 
several people at Floyd Farmers Market and identified three areas of need.  She said they would like to 
start another club in Floyd to help with those needs.  
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Ms. Kelly responded to Councilman Whitaker the Ruritan Club’s membership dues were $12 per person 
per quarter.  In response to Councilman Bond’s question on expansion, she said they want to start a new 
club in addition to the one in Check. 

 
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION/ACTION-  

 
A. Financials –  

Town Manager Morris responded to Councilman Bond that the money from Economic Development 
had been split into two CDs. 
 

B. Warren G. Lineberry Park Use Applications –  
a. Floyd County Ministerial Association 

Town Manager Morris said the Floyd County Ministerial Association still had one more event 
they would like to hold in Lineberry Park on Friday, October 7th.   
 
Councilman Whitaker motioned, seconded by Vice Mayor Turner, to approve the application for 
Floyd County Ministerial Association’s Unity in the Community on October 7, 2022 with the 
same conditions as their previous events. 
 
Roll Call: 

 
Councilman Patton— yes   Vice Mayor Turner—yes 

 Councilman Whitaker—yes  Councilman Bond—yes 
     Mayor Griffin—yes 
 
b. Floyd County Rotary Club Chili Cook-off 

Town Manager Morris said the Floyd County Rotary Club submitted an application also for 
October 7th for their annual Chili Cook-off to benefit the Floyd County Volunteer Fire and 
Rescue.  They typically hold it around the first Friday in October but Floyd County Ministerial 
Association had submitted their application first so they included October 21st as an alternate 
date. 
 
Councilman Patton motioned, seconded by Councilman Bond, to approve the application for 
Floyd County Rotary Club’s Chili Cook-Off on October 21st.   
 
Roll Call: 

 
Councilman Patton— yes   Vice Mayor Turner—yes 

 Councilman Whitaker—yes  Councilman Bond—yes 
     Mayor Griffin—yes 
 

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT- 
Town Manager Morris told the Town Council that the CDs were setup with two separate banks with 
each getting 50% of the amount the Town Council members authorized. 
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The town manager told the council that the old garbage truck was picked up and Govdeals.com will send 
a check in approximately 3 weeks.   
 
Town Manager Morris said the town had received an application from VFW Post 7854 for a Veteran’s 
Day Parade on November 13th beginning at 3 pm.  The request is for the same route they have used in 
past years and that the Christmas parade followed each year. 
 
Councilman Patton motioned, seconded by Councilman Bond, to approve the application for Veteran’s 
Day Parade on Sunday, November 13th. 
 

Roll Call: 
 

Councilman Patton— yes   Vice Mayor Turner—yes 
 Councilman Whitaker—yes  Councilman Bond—yes 
     Mayor Griffin—yes 
 

Town Manager Morris said he received approval from Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) 
to use the wayfinding signs like he saw in Marion, VA.  They would be hung from poles, which 
Appalachian Electric Power (AEP) also approved.  VDOT would like to review prints before they are 
installed.  He said he had identified areas to put the signs which would not interfere with pedestrian flow 
on sidewalks or issues with ADA compliance. 
 
In response to Councilman Bond’s question about size, Town Manager Morris said the wayfinding signs 
he considered were 2 foot by 2 foot (2’x2’).   
 
As requested by Councilman Patton, the town manager brought in the prototypes of wayfinding signs for 
buildings.  Town Manager Morris told town council members he received positive feedback from 
business owners on the wayfinding sign options. 
 
The town manager said he and Kathleen Legg, Tourism Director had begun working on Christmas 
events in town and name it “Small Town Holidays”.  He asked the town council members for their 
blessing to continue forward and to have a tree lighting event in the Warren G. Lineberry Park on 
December 3rd.  He said one of the Board of Supervisors is donating a large tree from their Christmas tree 
farm.  The town manager and tourism director are approaching other tree farmers for donations to have 
smaller trees on each side of the larger one.   
 
Town Manager Morris said they are trying to have music prior to the lighting and make it a big event.  
He said they would reach out to the schools to see if students will make ornaments. He is going to reach 
out to Sustain Floyd to see if they will let the town use their solar wagon to power the tree lights. 
 
Mayor Griffin asked town council members if they approved of the town manager’s plans for Small 
Town Holidays.  Town Council members unanimously approved the plans. 
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OTHER BUSINESS –  
Councilman Bond said he attended the Breakfast Club meeting on September 14th. He thanked the town 
manager and town clerk for organizing the meeting.  He said it was great, participation was good, and 
there were many local business leaders there. He said there was a lot of good discussion and even after it 
was over several business leaders stayed and networked.  He said it was a good idea. 
 
Town Manager Morris said he had received a lot of positive feedback on the Breakfast Club meetings. 
 
Councilman Patton asked the town manager and town clerk to keep a list of everyone who helps with 
Small Town Holiday.  The town clerk and town manager will need to send thank-you notes to everyone. 
 
Councilman Patton said he would like for town council members to set a date for the town employee 
holiday dinner that they never had last winter. After much discussion, town council members agreed to 
have it on Monday, October 3rd at Mayor Griffin’s house.   
 
Mayor Griffin said he made Councilman Whitaker aware the town’s attorney would be present and the 
town council would go into closed session. He then read the Virginia Code: 

Section 2.2-3711, Paragraph A. Section 7, Consultation with legal counsel and briefings by 
staff members or consultants pertaining to actual or probable litigation, where such 
consultation or briefing in open meeting would adversely affect the negotiating or litigating 
posture of the public body. For the purposes of this subdivision, "probable litigation" 
means litigation that has been specifically threatened or on which the public body or its 
legal counsel has a reasonable basis to believe will be commenced by or against a known 
party. Nothing in this subdivision shall be construed to permit the closure of a meeting 
merely because an attorney representing the public body is in attendance or is consulted 
on a matter. 

 
CLOSED SESSION- 
 
Councilman Patton makes a motion, seconded by Councilman Bond, to go into closed session,  for 
discussion of lawsuit by Mr. David Whitaker, in accordance with Code of Virginia Section 2.2-3711, 
Paragraph A. Section 7 which was read by Mayor Griffin,  
 

Councilman Patton—yes   Vice Mayor Turner— yes  
 Councilman Bond—yes   Mayor Griffin—yes 

Councilman Whitaker—abstain 
 
Mayor Griffin announced to the general public meeting attendees that the council members in 
closed session would not discuss anything other than what was stated during closed session nor  
would they make any motions. 
 
Councilman Patton makes a motion, seconded by Vice Mayor Turner, and unanimously carried; it 
was resolved to come out of closed session. 
 

Councilman Patton—yes   Vice Mayor Turner— yes  
 Councilman Bond—yes   Mayor Griffin—yes 

Councilman Whitaker—absent 
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CERTIFICATION RESOLUTION 
 

WHEREAS, this Council convened in a closed meeting on this date pursuant to an affirmative 
recorded vote on the motion to close the meeting to discussion of discussion of lawsuit by Mr. 
David Whitaker Section 2.2-3711, Paragraph A. Section 7, Consultation with legal counsel and 
briefings by staff members or consultants pertaining to actual or probable litigation, where such 
consultation or briefing in open meeting would adversely affect the negotiating or litigating 
posture of the public body. For the purposes of this subdivision, "probable litigation" means 
litigation that has been specifically threatened or on which the public body or its legal counsel has 
a reasonable basis to believe will be commenced by or against a known party. Nothing in this 
subdivision shall be construed to permit the closure of a meeting merely because an attorney 
representing the public body is in attendance or is consulted on a matter. 
 
WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by the Council that 
such closed meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council hereby certifies that, to the best of each 
member’s knowledge (1) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting 
requirements under the Virginia Freedom of Information Act were heard, discussed or considered 
in the closed meeting to which this certification applies; and (2) only such public business matters 
as were identified in the motion by which the closed meeting was convened were heard, discussed 
or considered in the meeting to which this certification applies. 
 

 Councilman Patton—yes   Vice Mayor Turner— yes  
 Councilman Bond—yes    Mayor Griffin—yes 

Councilman Whitaker—absent 
 
This Certification Resolution was adopted. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT- 
Councilman  Patton motioned, seconded by Councilman Bond, and unanimously carried, to adjourn 
until October 6, 2022, at 6:30 pm at the Floyd Town Hall. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________         ______________________________________ 
Will Griffin, Mayor                     Lynn Gregory, Town Clerk 

 
 


