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FLOYD TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
W. SKIP BISHOP JR., TOWN HALL 

October 20, 2022 
5:30 P.M. 
MINUTES 

 
 
MEETING CALL TO ORDER –Mayor Griffin called the October 20, 2022, meeting of the Floyd 
Town Council to order at 5:30 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL – Councilman Mike Patton, Vice Mayor Bruce Turner, Councilman David Whitaker, 
Councilman Chris Bond, Mayor Griffin, Town Attorney Janet Murrell, Town Manager Andrew Morris, 
and Town Clerk Lynn Gregory were present. 
 
MOMENT OF SILENT PRAYER - 

Mayor Griffin called for a moment of silent prayer. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE- 

Councilman Bond led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

CITIZENS COMMENTS – None  

PRESENTATIONS – 

Mr. Alan Graf, organizer for the Floyd Americana Festival, said he would provide an update on the 
event in September but would provide a proposal for 2023 later. Mr. Graf stated the event was 
successful and had received very positive feedback. Mr. Graf said he hired a Virginia State Trooper 
to direct traffic and have a presence at the event. Mr. Graf said it was a local, community-based 
event. He said Town Manager Morris indicated he had also spoke to business owners about the event 
and Mr. Graf was curious of what feedback he received. 
 
Town Manager Morris said he spoke with quite a few business owners, which all provided positive 
feedback. Morris stated several business owners said they were very busy during the day of the event, 
and said from what Morris saw, the town was packed. 
 
Mr. Graf said Councilman Bond asked before the meeting what he planned to do next year, and he 
said he was not sure. He said he was asked about a 2-day festival, and he thought it would be 
possible but would require a lot more work. Mr. Graf stated this year he broke even rather than lose 
money as he had in previous years. 
 
Graf mentioned he will come back to council once he knows more about plans for next year. Mr. Graf 
said he would like to see more stages. The owner of the brewery was interested in having his business 
as a stage location and Mr. Graf was considering another location at the other end of town. 
 
Mr. Graf said the Town Council members provided funds last year and he will send Town Council 
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members with a completed breakdown in the upcoming year. He would like the Town Council 
members to let him know if they would like to see a longer event and provide feedback on any 
concerns from this past event. 

Mr. Graf commented on the Friday night music scene and provided the Town Council with a proposal 
to reinvigorate it. He said when he first moved to Floyd, the Friday night street music scene was very 
vibrant. He said he met many of the old-time musicians when they were playing on the sidewalks. He 
said he learned in the 1970s that tourists came from all over the world to hear music or play with 
other musicians. He said over the last few years, the Friday night street scene has not been as special. 
 
Mr. Graf proposed the Town Council put together an official committee to reinvigorate Floyd’s Friday 
night music scene. He suggested the committee be setup up a website, which may require the town to 
fund, designed to let the public know about the town’s music scene. 
 
Councilman Whitaker commented the Friday night street music was organic, not organized. He said 
people came to Floyd because they wanted to play music and it just happened. Sometimes it would 
develop into a couple of groups and other times it would grow to several groups that played on the 
sidewalk. He was not sure how to bring in more people on Friday night and asked Mr. Graf for his 
idea to incentivize people. 
 
Mr. Graf said he was not sure which was why he suggested a committee be formed to develop ideas. 

 
 

ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION/ACTION- 
 
A. Financials – 

In response to Mayor Griffin’s inquiry about grant funds received, Town Manager Morris told him it 
was pass-through grant funds for the Floyd County Volunteer Fire Department. 

 
Vice Mayor Turner asked about the Economic Development balance, and Town Manager Morris 
said the reflected balance was after 50% of funds were invested into 2 Certificates of Deposit (CD). 

 
Vice Mayor Turner asked about the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG-Loan Pool) 
balance, and if anyone had shown interest in obtaining a loan. 

Town Manager Morris responded no one had expressed or submitted a loan application. Vice 

Mayor Turner motioned, seconded by Councilman Bond, to invest $50,000 from the 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG-Loan Pool) into a CD at the bank with the highest 
interest rate. 

 
Roll Call: 

Councilman Patton— yes Vice Mayor Turner—yes 
Councilman Whitaker—yes Councilman Bond—yes 

Mayor Griffin—yes 
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B. Warren G. Lineberry Park Use Policy / Application Evaluation – 

Town Manager Morris provided town council members with a copy of the current park use policy and 
application for Warren G. Lineberry Park, hereinafter referred to as Lineberry Park. Town Manager 
Morris said he had reviewed the policy and application and wanted to update it. Suggested updates 
included reduce required application submission from 45-days to 30-days prior to events. He asked if 
council would like to change, and Councilman Patton asked what other municipalities required for 
similar permit applications. The town manager said there were some municipalities who required more 
but minimum of 30-day requirement was standard with majority. 

 
Councilman Whitaker agreed on reduced application submission requirements and said it must be 
enforced. He said Town Council should not agree to any exceptions so everyone would abide by the 
same rules. 

 
The Councilmen and Mayor Griffin discussed giving Town Manager Morris the authority to approve or 
deny all Lineberry Park Use applications. After discussing, they agreed the town manager would only 
bring applications before the council for which he wanted their input. They agreed the hours on 
application and approved for Lineberry Park Use would include setup and cleanup. 

 
The town manager said he would meet with the event coordinators at Lineberry Park prior to the 
event to go over requirements and park features, such as water valves, etc. for which they would be 
responsible. Town Manager Morris also said he wanted to add to the Lineberry Park Policy vendor 
list should also include non-profits with booths, even if they are not charged for business or event 
license, just so we know who was there. 

 
The town manager requested, and Town Council members all agreed to include a statement that 
vendors are not allowed on sidewalks and in the alcoves. Town Manager Morris agreed with 
Councilman Patton to revise to include business licenses must be obtained prior to the event. 
Council discussed and agreed the licenses must be obtained at least 5 business days prior to the event. 

 
The town manager also said he would like to change the regulations that everyone, including non- 
profits, must provide a damage deposit. The deposit would not be cashed and would be returned to 
the non-profit if there was no damage. Town Council members agreed a $500 damage deposit for 
anyone using Lineberry Park for a scheduled event was fair, no matter their financial or IRS status. 

 
The town manager asked if a sign permit was necessary, in addition to Lineberry Park usage permit, 
if the sign was used just on day of the event. Town Council members agreed a separate sign permit 
would only be required if the applicant wanted to put up signage days in advance of the event. They 
agreed it would be acceptable on the day of the event. The applicant or event coordinator could also 
hang a sign on the stair rails to Lineberry Park on the day of the event. 
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When asked, Town Council members agreed the town manager should include a statement which 
advises the applicant they are required to use full venue name, Warren G. Lineberry Park, in all 
marketing for the event. 

 
Council members discussed Section entitled “Parking & Safety” statement, “While the intent is for 
general public usage, all children must be properly supervised to protect their safety and Town 
property” in the Lineberry Park Usage Policy. 
 

Commissioner Patton asked who was supposed to be supervising? Some of the council members 
discussed whether the wording should be changed, the statement should be removed, or define 
“children”. Attorney Murrell said she recommended the statement remain in policy as written. Ms. 
Murrell said the Town Council did not need to specify who should watch them because it was up to 
the people there and the people who bring the children. 

 
Town Manager Morris asked the Town Council members to clarify the total for damage deposit. 
The Lineberry Park Use application states $250 but the Lineberry Park Use has $500. Mayor Griffin 
said it should be $500.00 and a couple of members agreed because $250 would not repair very much. 
A couple of Town Council members agreed the damage deposit should be $500 for everyone, 
regardless of tax status. One member also commented damage deposit checks are not deposited and 
as long as there was no damage, the checks are returned to the event organizer. 

 
Councilman Whitaker also asked who was responsible for enforcing the section on “safety, health 
and welfare”. He asked how would they know what the group would do and asked for Attorney 
Murrell’s opinion. 

 
Attorney Murrell said she thought if the application itself and activities are proposing was dangerous 
on its face, the town could use that to say no, the town did not approve the activities in Lineberry 
Park because it was a dangerous event. Groups should only use the park in the manner they put on 
their application. She said the section, “Safety, Health, and Welfare” spoke more to when the town 
manager reviewed the activity. 

 
The Town Council members also discussed if they could include in the Lineberry Park Use Policy, 
“no amplified” events in Lineberry Park on Friday evenings. They discussed Friday hours, including 
limited to 8:30 am – 5 pm or they should allow it to go until 7 pm. Some Town Council members had 
received complaints about some of the events held this past summer on Friday evening. 
Councilman Whitaker mentioned the possibility of eliminating all Friday evening events in Lineberry 
Park. When Councilman Patton asked Town of Floyd Attorney, Ms. Murrell, if they could limit 
Friday hours in Lineberry Park Use Policy, she responded yes, if it was enforced without exceptions; 
the town cannot discriminate. 

 
The Town Council members agreed the town manager should make revisions and submit to Town 
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Council for next meeting. 

 
 
TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT- 

 
Town Manager Morris said he researched the Pine Street situation more. He did find the easement to 
the Town of Floyd by property owner. He said the owner gave the easement at the beginning of 
Oxford Street sidewalk project after meeting with Town Council and VDOT. In the meeting, the Town 
Council wanted an easement due to possible stormwater issues. 

Attorney Murrell said if there was an easement, then the town would have some responsibility to take 
care of stormwater repairs. 

 
The Town Council members, the mayor, and town manager discussed next steps. They agreed the 
Town Council needed to know what would be involved, including costs, for the repair. They agreed it 
may need an engineer, which may be expensive, but members did not want to learn repairs caused 
issues elsewhere. They talked about one company who may be able to provide advice and repair 
estimates. Town Council members agreed Town Manager should move forward contacting an 
engineer or contractor then report back at the next meeting. Town Manager Morris said he would also 
reach out to VDOT, and he had already spoken to one contractor. 

 
Town Manager Morris said he cannot get Flower Power group members to let the town reimburse 
them for any of their costs for all the flowers they planted in 2022. He asked if the town would be 
agreeable to provide a donation to them. 

 
Mayor Griffin said there was funding budgeted for the anticipated contributions of Floyd Flower 
Power this fiscal year that was placed in the beautification line item. Town Council members 
discussed the donation. Members of the Floyd Flower Power group have paid for plants and supplies 
out of their own pockets. It was discussed that Floyd Flower Power did all of the planting and labor in 
the alcoves and planter boxes throughout town the work and hired some help. 

 
Councilman Patton motioned, seconded by Councilman Whitaker, to make a $2,500 donation to 
Floyd Flower Power group from the beautification funds, as recommended by the town manager. 

 
Councilman Patton— yes Vice Mayor Turner—yes 
Councilman Whitaker—yes Councilman Bond—yes 

Mayor Griffin—yes 
 

OTHER BUSINESS – 

Councilman Bond said he met with Councilman Whitaker about a resolution to the lawsuit brought by 
Councilman Whitaker. Councilman Bond said he spoke to the town’s lawyer who said he had spoken 
with Councilman Whitaker’s attorney. The town’s attorney would like to attend the Town Council 
meeting on November 17th. Councilman Whitaker said he had not heard if his attorney would attend. 
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CLOSED SESSION- 

Mayor Griffin said the Floyd Town Council needed to go into a closed session and read the Code of 
Virginia: 

§ 2.2-3711, Paragraph A, Section 3: Discussion or consideration of the acquisition of real 
property for a public purpose, or of the disposition of publicly held real property, where 
discussion in an open meeting would adversely affect the bargaining position or negotiating 
strategy of the public body. 

 
Councilman Whitaker made a motion, seconded by Councilman Patton, to go into closed session in 
accordance with Code of Virginia § 2.2-711, Paragraph A, Subsection 3, as read by Mayor Griffin. 

 

ROLL CALL: 
Councilman Patton – yes Vice Mayor Turner – yes 
Councilman Whitaker – yes  Councilman Bond – yes 

Mayor Griffin – yes 
 
 

Councilman Whitaker motioned, seconded by Councilman Bond, and unanimously carried; it 
was resolved to come out of closed session. 

 
 

ROLL CALL: 
Councilman Patton – yes Vice Mayor Turner – yes 
Councilman Whitaker – yes  Councilman Bond – yes 

Mayor Griffin – yes 
 
 

CERTIFICATION RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS, this Council convened in a closed meeting on this date pursuant to an affirmative 
recorded vote on the motion to close the meeting of discussion or consideration of the 
acquisition of real property for a public purpose, or of the disposition of publicly held real property, 
where discussion in an open meeting would adversely affect the bargaining position or negotiating 
strategy of the public body and in compliance with Section 2.2-3711, Paragraph A.3 of the 
Virginia Freedom of Information Act. 

 
WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by the Council that 
such closed meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council hereby certifies that, to the best of each 
member’s knowledge (1) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting 
requirements under the Virginia Freedom of Information Act were heard, discussed or 
considered in the closed meeting to which this certification applies; and (2) only such public 
business matters as were identified in the motion by which the closed meeting was convened 
were heard, discussed or considered in the meeting to which this certification applies. 
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ROLL CALL: 

Councilman Patton – yes Vice Mayor Turner – yes 
Councilman Whitaker – yes  Councilman Bond – yes 

Mayor Griffin – yes 
 

This Certification Resolution was adopted. 
 

ADJOURNMENT- 

Councilman Whitaker motioned, seconded by Councilman Bond, and unanimously carried, to 
adjourn until November 3, 2022, at 6:30 pm at the Floyd Town Hall. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

Will Griffin, Mayor Lynn Gregory, Town Clerk 


