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FLOYD TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
W. SKIP BISHOP JR., TOWN HALL 

November 17, 2022  
5:30 P.M. 
MINUTES 

 
 
MEETING CALL TO ORDER –Mayor Griffin called the November 17, 2022, meeting of the Floyd 
Town Council to order at 5:30 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL – Councilman Mike Patton, Vice Mayor Bruce Turner, Councilman David Whitaker, 
Councilman Chris Bond, Mayor Will Griffin,  Town Attorney Janet Murrell, Town Manager Andrew 
Morris, and Town Clerk Lynn Gregory were present.  
 
MOMENT OF SILENT PRAYER - 
Mayor Griffin called for a moment of silent prayer. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE- 
Councilman Whitaker led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
CITIZENS COMMENTS –  

Hotel Floyd owner, Ms. Kamala Bauers, commented on Friday evening events held this past summer in 
Warren G. Lineberry Park, hereinafter referred to as Lineberry Park.  She said spoke to some of the 
hotel guests’ complaints about the Friday evening events in Lineberry Park.   She said she and other 
business owners had spent a lot of time and effort into making Floyd a music destination, especially on 
Friday nights.  Ms. Bauers said for the Town of Floyd not to make that a priority was a problem for 
them.  She said that she loved that Lineberry Park was a community park for all to enjoy.  She said she 
just had a request that the town make Friday nights a priority for the music.  
 
PRESENTATIONS – none 

 
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION/ACTION-  

 
A. Financials –  

Councilman Patton asked why Food Lion was behind paying their Meals Tax.   
 
Town Clerk Gregory said she had received notices they were behind and sometimes sent reports 
without checks. Food Lion took discounts for early payment and owe those plus penalties and 
interest.  She said she had been in contact with Food Lion accounting department but had not 
received response on last letter sent regarding outstanding balance.  When Town Manager Morris 
commented about new ownership, the town clerk responded Food Lion was now owned by a large 
international grocery corporation; they are no longer owned by a North Carolina company.  She said 
she was on top of the situation. 
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Councilman Whitaker commented on the Carter Bank and Atlantic Union Certificate of Deposits 
(CDs).  He said he assumed when the Town Manager renewed those the interest rate reported was 
the rate at time of renewal.  He said interest rates were over 1.5% and 2%.  He said Atlantic Union 
Bank recently announced 3% on a 27-month CD.  He asked if there was a way to move them to a 
higher interest rate on CD?  He said he knew there would be a penalty, but the penalty would not be 
much.  He said it would probably be worth paying the penalty to invest the funds into a higher 
interest rate CD. 
  
Vice Mayor Turner asked if he was told the town could invest the American Rescue Plan Act 
(ARPA) into a CD.  He said they should make money off the funds the Town Council had yet to 
spend.  He asked the Town Manager Morris to look into ARPA investment into CDs. 
 
Councilman Whitaker asked about the current cash balance on the Loan Pool account; he said he 
thought the town had invested the funds into a CD.   
 
Town Manager Morris confirmed the Town Council had approved investment of one half the Loan 
Pool funds into a CD.  He said he had not done so yet, but he would do it soon.  He said he should 
get the higher rate when he invested the funds and that he spoke to someone at the bank about the 
higher rate CDs. He said often, municipalities cannot get the same rates a private investor can get but 
the bank official approved the higher rate for the town. 
 

B. Warren G. Lineberry Park Use Policy / Application Evaluation –  
 
Councilman Whitaker said the latest draft of the Lineberry Park Use Policy and application had all 
the changes the Town Council previously discussed. 
 
Councilman Patton offered a motion, seconded by Councilman Whitaker, to approve the Lineberry 
Park Use Policy and application as presented. 
 
After Mayor Griffin asked if any member wanted to discuss, Councilman Bond asked if they should 
do anything different for Friday nights. 
 
Vice Mayor Turner said the Town Manager had the authority to review and approve or deny 
applications.  If said if the application was for a Friday evening event that was not music related, the 
Town Manager could deny but if it was music related, the Town Manager could approve it.  
 
Mayor Griffin agreed with Vice Mayor Turner.  He said he thought the chili cook-off to benefit 
Floyd County Fire and Rescue was calm, quiet, and over quickly.  He said the chili cook-off was 
fine on a Friday but anything much bigger probably would not be ok.  Mayor Griffin reminded Town 
Manager Morris that he could reach out to Town Council anytime he had a question wanted or 
wanted their opinion on application approval.  
 

Lynn Gregory
Mike wants me to revise to "...if it was not music related, the town manager could also approve it."  What are your thoughts?  I went with what I heard in the zoom recording...



    - 3 - 

Vice Mayor Turner said he was not interested in too much in Lineberry Park on Friday nights, 
especially when other things are going on in town at that time.   
 
Mayor Griffin said he agreed with Vice Mayor Turner.  After Councilman Bond asked if the Town 
Manager would be okay with that responsibility, Mayor Griffin told the Town Manager he could call 
Town Council members for their opinion if he was unsure if he should approve the application. He 
said the Town Manager could then make the final decision with consideration of input from council 
members.  He said he know Town Manager Morris could handle decision on 90% of applications 
with no problem. 
 
Councilman Patton motioned, seconded by Vice Mayor Turner, to approve the Lineberry Park Use 
Policy and application as presented. 
 

Roll Call: 
Councilman Patton— yes   Vice Mayor Turner—yes 

 Councilman Whitaker—yes  Councilman Bond—yes 
     Mayor Griffin—yes 
 

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT-Town Manager Morris said he provided a quote from EZ Tree 
Removal.  He said on Pedigo Ally, on the town’s right-of-way, there was a large grouping of pines in 
bad condition.  He said several were dead and others dying. The Town Manager said a homeowner 
reached out to the town because of concerns some of the trees could fall and damage their property.  
Town Manager Morris said he did inspect the trees and agreed they should be taken down, preferably 
before winter in case of ice or wind damage. He said he did contact other companies about cutting down 
the trees but EZ was the only company that responded to him.  He said the quote was just for tree 
removal, including limbs and debris, but excluded stump grinding.  
 
Town Manager Morris said Virginia had a contract with United Rentals and he had been in contact with 
a representative from that company. He said they could rent a grinder and use it on the town’s skid steer 
to grind the stumps.  Total cost would be more than the tree removal. 
 
Councilman Patton asked what was the procurement policy state limit for service procurement without 
advertising for the work. 
 
Town Manager said the town’s procurement code, as allowed by Code of Virginia, Chapter 43, allowed 
for telephone quotes for any job less than $5,000.  For $6,000 - $10,000, he would need to get 2-3 
quotes.  He said he reached out to several companies but no one else had responded.  He said a couple of 
companies told him they would go by and look at the trees and contact him but he never heard back 
from them. 
 
Councilman Patton said for $6,000, he would be more comfortable if Town Manager Morris advertised.  
What if another tree removal company found out and said they were not contacted. 
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Mayor Griffin said the Town Manager did what he was required to do but only one company responded.  
However, they could do whatever they needed to do. 
 
Councilman Patton motioned for Town Manager Morris to advertise for removing the trees. 
 
Town Manager Morris said the Town of Floyd’s code for purchases of more than $5,000 but less than 
$30,000 was as follows:  

“For purchases for goods or services estimated to be more than $5,000.00 but less than 
$30,000.00, a minimum informal solicitation of three written or telephone price are required 
unless the Town determines that at least three (3) qualified vendors are not reasonably available. 
Additionally, solicitations are encouraged when appropriate.” 

 
In response to Councilman Whitaker’s question of how many companies he contacted, Town Manager 
Morris said he contacted 3 companies for quotes. 
 
Councilman Patton asked the Town Manager what companies did he contact. 
 
Town Manager Morris said he contacted EZ Tree Removal, JC Hylton Excavating, because they do 
stump grinding, and Rakestraw Lawn Care. 
 
Councilman Patton said he was fine with the action taken by Town Manager Morris and retracted his 
motion. 
 
Councilman Whitaker motioned, seconded by Councilman Patton, to move forward with approval of 
hiring EZ Tree Removal for cutting down the trees and deal with the stumps at a later time. 
 

Councilman Patton— yes   Vice Mayor Turner—yes 
 Councilman Whitaker—yes  Councilman Bond—yes 
     Mayor Griffin—yes 

 
Town Manager Morris told Town Council members he put flyers in their meeting packets for upcoming 
holiday events Floyd’s Small Town Holidays.  He reminded them of the Christmas tree lighting on 
December 3rd and asked them to put it on their calendar. He said he the tourism director, Ms. Kathleen 
Legg, just updated the event page as she was made aware of more events. He said Small Town Holidays 
had gained steam.  He said Ms. Legg had posted the same flyer to the tourism’s Facebook page just 
recently and it had already been shared over 240 times.  
 
Town Manager Morris said they had been hanging lights in Lineberry Park for over a week.  He 
suggested everyone check out the lights; they were set on timers. 
 
Councilman Whitaker asked if the Town Manager could provide a report on the work being done on 
East Oxford Street in front of his house. 
 
Mayor Griffin said they did not know much but it did look like someone had put dirt in the hole in the 
street by Councilman Whitaker’s house.  He said there was some sewer back-up at Gardner’s Funeral 
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Home.  Someone from the Floyd-Floyd County Public Service Authority (PSA) tried to use a plumbing 
snake in the sewer line from Gardner’s toward the pipes underneath East Oxford Street.  He said they hit 
something, and snake would not go any further. Someone at PSA determined there was no flow when 
they opened the manhole.  They had to open a hole in the street to get to the pipe.  Mayor Griffin said he 
looked in the large hole the other day and said there was parts of the pipe completely gone.  PSA hoped 
to fix that area but when they tried, they found an issue with a pipe further down near Tise Street.   
 
Mayor Griffin said the PSA asked JC Hylton, the excavator, to provide a quote to replace the pipe all the 
way down to Tise. He said it was the same pipe so if they did not have a problem then, they could soon.  
They approved to take out the old pipe and replace it with new pipe.  Last he heard, they estimated 
completion either the week of or week after Thanksgiving.  
 
In response to Councilman Whitaker’s question regarding cost of the East Oxford Street sewer pipe 
repair, Mayor Griffin said for the current repair, the PSA cost was estimated at approximately $100,000. 
He said the PSA had enough money to pay for that repair.  At the last PSA commission meeting, they 
discussed requesting the town and the county set aside restricted funds just for the PSA.  Mayor Griffin 
said the PSA asked for $50,000 from each just to be set aside for when the funds were needed.  He 
understood the pipes with issues were not on the PSA infrastructure map. 
 
Vice Mayor Turner said some of the pipes were damaged when Facebook ran their fiber optic cable 
through town, which included Oxford Street. He said not only because of Facebook, but because of old 
outdated systems, it would happen again elsewhere. 
 
Mayor Griffin said the concrete in the ground was 20-years past its useful life expectancy.  
 
Town Manager Morris commented when they dug the hole, the PSA crew estimated the pipe from the 
Proffitt House was put in during the 1950s. 
 
Councilman Bond, Mayor Griffin, Vice Mayor Turner, and Town Manager Griffin discussed grants for 
the water and sewer issues the PSA had with their systems. Mayor Griffin said the PSA had filed for 
some state level grants.  They discussed that many localities had the same water and sewer issues as 
Floyd.   
 
Mayor Griffin said the good news was that PSA had been getting projects done. He said all the wells are 
working again.  He said the wells produced over 200,000 gallons per day, but the residents and 
businesses were only using a little over 100,000 gallons per day.  
 
Mayor Griffin said the sewer system was definitely old.  He said the PSA had a list of 6 major projects 
but it was $1,600,000 short to do it all. He said the PSA had applied for more grants to help cover the 
costs but had not received a decision.  Mayor Griffin said the engineering firm used by the PSA, Hurt 
and Profitt, had a strong grant writing department, which helped the PSA with grants.  He said PSA 
Chairman Maslaney indicated they had applied for as many grants as possible. 
 
 
OTHER BUSINESS –  
 
Councilman Bond said he noticed more food trucks in town and asked the Town Manager about their 
business licenses.  Town Manager Morris said he had looked into who had licenses and who needed 
them. 
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Mayor Griffin said the Town Council had a need to go into two closed sessions.  He said one pertained 
to real estate and the other was a legal matter.  Since Councilman Whitaker could not participate in the 
legal closed session, they would go into the real estate one first.  
 
CLOSED SESSION- 

Mayor Griffin said the Floyd Town Council needed to go into a closed session for real estate 
discussion, asked for a motion, and read the Code of Virginia:  

§ 2.2-3711, Paragraph A, Section 3: Discussion or consideration of the acquisition of real 
property for a public purpose, or of the disposition of publicly held real property, where 
discussion in an open meeting would adversely affect the bargaining position or negotiating 
strategy of the public body. 

 
Councilman Whitaker made a motion, seconded by Councilman Bond, to go into closed session in 
accordance with Code of Virginia § 2.2-3711, Paragraph A, Subsection 3, as read by Mayor Griffin. 
 
ROLL CALL: 

Councilman Patton –  yes   Vice Mayor Turner – yes   
Councilman Whitaker – yes   Councilman Bond – yes    

   Mayor Griffin – yes 
 

 
Councilman Whitaker motioned, seconded by Councilman Bond, and unanimously carried; it 
was resolved to come out of closed session. 
 
ROLL CALL: 

Councilman Patton –  yes   Vice Mayor Turner – yes   
Councilman Whitaker – yes   Councilman Bond – yes    

   Mayor Griffin – yes 
 

CERTIFICATION RESOLUTION 
WHEREAS, this Council convened in a closed meeting on this date pursuant to an affirmative 
recorded vote on the motion to close the meeting of discussion or consideration of the 
acquisition of real property for a public purpose, or of the disposition of publicly held real property, 
where discussion in an open meeting would adversely affect the bargaining position or negotiating 
strategy of the public body and in compliance with Section 2.2-3711, Paragraph A.3 of the 
Virginia Freedom of Information Act. 
 
WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by the Council that 
such closed meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council hereby certifies that, to the best of each 
member’s knowledge (1) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting 
requirements under the Virginia Freedom of Information Act were heard, discussed or 
considered in the closed meeting to which this certification applies; and (2) only such public 
business matters as were identified in the motion by which the closed meeting was convened 
were heard, discussed or considered in the meeting to which this certification applies. 
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ROLL CALL: 
Councilman Patton –  yes   Vice Mayor Turner – yes   
Councilman Whitaker – absent   Councilman Bond – yes    

   Mayor Griffin – yes 
 
This Certification Resolution was adopted. 

 
Mayor Griffin said the Floyd Town Council needed to go into a closed session for legal discussion, 
asked for a motion. He told Councilman Whitaker he should leave, and the Town Council would not 
do anything official when they came out of closed session.  
 
Councilman Bond made a motion, seconded by Vice Mayor Turner, to go into closed session in 
accordance with Code of Virginia § 2.2-3711, Paragraph A, Subsection 7, as read by Mayor Griffin 
 
Mayor Griffin read the Code of Virginia:  
  

§2.2-3711 A.7 -- Consultation with legal counsel and briefings by staff members or consultants 
pertaining to actual or probable litigation, where such consultation or briefing in open meeting 
would adversely affect the negotiating or litigating posture of the public body.  

 
Councilman Bond motioned, seconded by Vice Mayor Turner, and unanimously carried; it was 
resolved to come out of closed session. 
 
ROLL CALL: 

Councilman Patton –  yes   Vice Mayor Turner – yes   
Councilman Whitaker – absent  Councilman Bond – yes    

   Mayor Griffin – yes 
 

CERTIFICATION RESOLUTION 
WHEREAS, this Council convened in a closed meeting on this date pursuant to an affirmative 
recorded vote on the motion to close the meeting of discussion or consideration of the 
acquisition of real property for a public purpose, or of the disposition of publicly held real property, 
where discussion in an open meeting would adversely affect the bargaining position or negotiating 
strategy of the public body and in compliance with Section 2.2-3711, Paragraph A.3 of the 
Virginia Freedom of Information Act. 
 
WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by the Council that 
such closed meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council hereby certifies that, to the best of each 
member’s knowledge (1) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting 
requirements under the Virginia Freedom of Information Act were heard, discussed or 
considered in the closed meeting to which this certification applies; and (2) only such public 
business matters as were identified in the motion by which the closed meeting was convened 
were heard, discussed or considered in the meeting to which this certification applies. 
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ROLL CALL: 
Councilman Patton –  yes   Vice Mayor Turner – yes   
Councilman Whitaker – absent  Councilman Bond – yes    

   Mayor Griffin – yes 
 
This Certification Resolution was adopted. 
  

 
 

ADJOURNMENT- 
Councilman  Patton motioned, seconded by Councilman Bond, and unanimously carried, to adjourn 
until December 1, 2022, at 6:30 pm at the Floyd Town Hall. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________         ______________________________________ 
Will Griffin, Mayor                     Lynn Gregory, Town Clerk 

 
 


